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TOASTING TH1E PRESS.F ORASIUCII as the press considers itself licensed to
toast individuals and institutions at its own sweet will,

F it is fitting that upon every banquet occasion the corn-
pliment should be returned, and the toast of the press
1h,)n-red in full bumpers." (Just how honor is conferred

upon any person or thing by the peculiar method of helping
oneself to a drink is a question we may leave ta the
philosophers. It is probabiy in accordance with the mys-
terious laiv by whîch we acknowvledge the Divine gaadness
on Thanksgiving Day, by treating aurselves to an extra good
dinner.) b ut iwhile the toast of the press is always in order
at a Vpublic banquet, it %vas peculiarly appropriate on the
occasion of the medical dinner ait the Rossin flouse on
Thursday evening, where it was duly proposed and responded
to. In fact, dactors might very well recognize the press in
connection w'ith the toast to 1'Sister Institutions, "for the
editor may be fairly regarded as a Public Health Officer,
with functions corresponding in many respects to those of
medical practionesi i services being devoted to the body
politic.

XVhen yau corne ta think of it, the parallel holds in a
greit rnany particulars. In the first place, the journalistie

fie id is pretty fully occupied. %Ve do not %vish to discourage
the young men of our medical schools by suggesting that
there are already as many doctors as the country needs, for
wve suppose, of course, that most of themn intend to settle in
Toronto, and we believe there are still houses to be found
in this city up around St. James' Square that are flot nov
occupied by medical men. %Ve are referrîng to the outlying
districts, and it is known that they are well supplied with
doctors as they are with newspapers. Again, the old adage

that "«doctors differ "'-ihich may be a mere libel in the
case of the medical profession -certainly fits the journalist
with great exactitude. The cordiality and vehemnence %vith
which Ailop:bthy disapproves of Homeopathy and vice versa,
is at least equalled by the vigor ivith whicb the Grit editor
dissents from the Tory ditto, and on investigation we seem
to detect a similarity ini the nature of their feud. It
is a fundamental difficulty. The systeris are antag-
onistic. The Grit editor denounces bis rival's theory
and practice on the ground that the nauseous drugs he
is in the habit of adrninistering in the form of brib-
ery, corruption, extravagance and bad legislation, etc.,
arse smp oisn= s; while the Tory editor declares the

sysei ofininiesmal doses of purity, and twenty-fifth
dilutions of truth an arrant humbug. W~hen it cornes ta the
trcatment of any specifie case the journalistic doctors invari-
ably corne ta open and violent squabbles, while we believe
this onIy occasienally happens in the medical ranks. An-
ot:her point of resemblance is in the benevolent character of
the professions. The physician's is certainly a noble task-
the curing of sickness and disease;, but scarcely less noble
and useful is that of the editor who strives to eradicate the
germs of error in the communîry and ta build up a healthy
and wvholesoine public opinion. And there is a further
grouind of sympathy in the fact that, heing recognized as
possessing a philanthropîc spirit, both doctor and editor are
expected to do a good deal for nothing, and bath are
regarded by the general public, wîtli dericate flatterv, as
persans who care nathing for so sordid a thing as inoney.
That is why it has passed into a proverb that everybody
o ies the edi tor for subscriptions. We supposc just as man),
are in arrears to the doctors, %vith an equally easy sense of
resonsibility. The parallel between these high and learned
callings 1i~ t be triced xio doubt in mari) other points, but
sace orblâs us to follow the subject further just now.

ACCOMMODATING.
%NIAYF'RER-"' Missie, wvill you jest run in and tell yotir

mother there's a man bere that hasn't had a bite to-day ! '
MISSIE -" MY mna ain't home) but l'Il sic Carlo on you

if you like. "


