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THE THREE SONS.

I‘f‘" a son, a little son, a boy just five years old,
ith eyes of thoughtful earnestness, and mind of gentle mould.
! ¥ tell me that unusual grace in all his ways appears,—
my child is grave and wise of heart beyond his childish
; years.
" Leanggy say how this may be; I know his face is fair,
l:dyec his sweetest comeliness is his sweet and serious air;
B‘WW bis heart is kind and fond; 1 know he loveth me,
. % loveth yet his mother more, with grateful fervency.
U that which others most admire is the thought which fills
The his wind,—
&hfwd for grave, inquiring speech he every where doth find.
nge questions doth he ask of me, when we together walk;
X scarcely thinks as children think, or talks as children talk.
O cares he much for childish sports, doats not on bat or ball,
o ].ool“ on manhood’s ways and works, and aptly mimies all.
8 little heart is busy still, and oftentimes perplexed
ith thoughts about this world of ours, and thoughts about
H X the next. g
A' neels at his dear mother’s knee; she teaches him to pray,
. strange and sweet and solemn theu are the words which he

will say,
Oh! should my gentle child be spared to manhood’s years like

A holierand 5 o+ >
Wiser man 1 trust that he willbe; -
A"dr: :‘e): L 100k ina s eyes, and stroke his thoughtful brow,
think what I ghould feel, were I to lose him now.

1
P::‘::tadsun, a second son, a simple child of three;
W sil eclare how bright and fair his little features be,—
silver sweet those tones of his, when he prattles on my
nee.
l:::-ot think his light blue eye is like his brother’s keen,
Kt h!! brow so full of childish thought as kis has ever been;

is little heart’s a fountain pure of kind and tender feeling,
hls. every look ’s a gleam oflight, rich depths of love reveal-

ing.
When he walks with me, the country folk, who pass us in the
wm Street,
shout for joy, and bless my boy, be 1ooks so mild and sweet.
Playfellow is he to all, and yet, with cheerful tone,
il sing his little song of love, when left to sport alone.
T, Presence is like sunshine sent, to gludden home and hearth,
Y comfort us in all our griefs and sweeten all our mirth.
uld he grow up to riper years, God grant his heart may
4y, Prove
Sweet a home for heavenly grace s now for earthly love!
if beside his grave the tears our aching eyes must dim,
comfort us for all the love that we shall lose in him !
1

!h" a son, a third sweet son ; his age 1 cannot tell ;
= ‘heﬂ reckon not by years and months where he is gone to
well.
for fourteen anxious months, his infant smiles were given,
then he bade farewell to earth, and went to live in heaven.
Mot tel] what form his is, what looks he weareth now,
how bright a glory erowns bis shining seraph brow ;
glhts that fill Lis sinless soul, the bliss which he doth
ee il
Br:n““‘hered with the secret things which God will not reveal.
Now (for God hath told me this) that he is now at rest,
Ikm";:}ler ngsned infauts be, on their Saviour’s loving breast ;
this .l“ spirit feels no more this weary load of flesh,
Tknow ﬁele[' is blessed with endless dreams of joy for ever fresh.
Ang loothe angels fold him close beneath their glittering wings,
th'e him with a song that breathes of heaven’s divinest
Ik tio ings.
w
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ere :;h:; :e shall meet our babe (his mother dear and I)
hat'er bef‘{.lr aye shall wipe away all tears from every eye.
beir 1ot s\his brethren twain, Ais bliss can never Cease;
5 May be tl:y bere be grief and fear, but his is certain peace.
B e::t the tempter’s wiles their souls from bliss may
ut, if '
ben :‘:"t“‘lyn POOr faith fail not, ke must be ours for ever.
5 e what onr dnrli’ng is, and what we still must

“V'h ’
0 We myge o
mlSery.

X 0 that worlg’s perfect bliss, and this world's
hen w :
% piiﬁroau beneath thiis load of sin, and feel this griefand
¢ Bt
1 we
©'d rather lose our other two than have him here again.
e Rev. J. MouLTRIE.

ON THE ROMISH WORSHIP OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN. :

(From the Irish Ecclesiastical Journal.)

¥ The tendency of the teaching of Romanists to sub-
8 by f“ndam?nlal doctrines of Catholic Christianity
too plainly appeared in the extracts already
lmlh:ei from their works of popular devotion. In
. al e mOre_ one examines these writings, the more
ihlaly must it be forced on his mind, that the real
the, ™ Object of their love and their adoration is, not
thy., -Teator, but a creature. To call Rome Anti-
Mﬁgk.mdeed, may be to abuse the language of pro-
de'ﬁr};: but, on the other hand, is it not a question
sy o8 the most serious consideration of every per-
? hng communicates with Rome,—whether the di-
i ™ inevitable tendency of her devotions be not,
Amichr" to prepare men's minds for the reception of
i llst', whenever it may please the Almighty to
iyl s lis Church to be assailed by that portentous
¢ ;cte or, if we ask what is to be the distinguishing
t T ristic of Antichrist,—do not the Holy Scrip-
ting Qfach us—that it will be the denial of the doc-
Chrigt?the incarnation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Vosgip) (¢! Joln.x, iv. 3, and 2 John, 7.) And is it
the ma: to conceive any thing more likely to prepare
n,mer 8 of mankind fox: the renunciation of this great
thy, ¥ of our redemption, as a fable and a falsehood,
fang 2 system, which, with daring impiety and pro-
the f:i:s’ has transformed the fundamental doctrine of
troyg nnd"n% delivered to the saints, into an idola-
tha Bledemora}liz'ing mythology? The existence
¥as to th:sefi Y}rgln was designed to be (as it really
Ving anq tap"_mltwe disciples of our Redeemer) a li-
ture, Rng‘ble witness of the truth of His human
e} devic:'me—or rather that evil being, by whose
Vflith which onm’"‘e f‘ﬂs fallen far indeed from that
Ry ce was “spoken of throughout the whole
Bty . hiis P(;nsoned the very fountain of faith and
4 U, ever, made good men and devout men to fear to
Me"ﬂtio,];'? “l’le" secret meditations,on her whom “all
of 48 50 m.s ould have rejoiced to call “ blessed;”
Uthe i ixed up the venerable and honoured name
""Dieﬁe: ther of our Lord, with appalling fictions and
Yoy . ;hthat it is easy to see, how few and precipi-
CUlay; v € steps from its present fanaticism and se-
To p’nt,o an open renunciation of the Christian name.
op "l :;gd with some further extracts from the
Y they devotional writings of Romanists. One
“tle‘ “3 mof" popular little volumes has the following
b’ inan s Only Affair, or Reflections on the Four
Fregs to be Remembered, translated from the
5 “ch‘ Edition, and enlarged with a Chapter
qifyiu Evotion to the Blessed Virgin, with several
“‘Eondg H_‘§t0ries. Tolle et lege—Take and read.
thg at}:dl-tmn' Dublin, printed and published by
\antr olic Book Society, 5, Essex-bridge, Parlia-
%ba:et’ 1883.'—This book has the following
g‘ﬁon, ion on the back of the title-page: “Appro-
* Lhave attentively read the reflections on the
Fre:st Things to be Remembered, translated from
Nlicat-ch' and find them conformable to the original
thig Tig) The happy effects heretofore produced
\‘1 e ¢ work in the French language, bave in-
eay; to recommend most earnestly the present
on in English, to the perusal of all.  Leonard,

it
N g,

been quoted in the foregoing papers:

«The sentiment of St. Bonaventure respecting the
charity of Mary is admirable. He compares this
amiable Virgin to an officious friend who goes to glean
in the field, for the benefit of the proprietor; who ga-
thers up carefully the grain the reapers have left, and
which the master of the family thought nothing about,
leaving it on the earth, for the nourishment of the
birds of the air. Oftentimes, the pastors and minis-
ters, who are the labourers whom God sends to gather
in his harvest, abandon the care an(% conduct of sin-
ners, whom they consider iucorriglblg: sonietimes
their guardian-angels forsake them, as 1t were, as be-
ing past cure; God himself turns away his face from
those impious beings, Jeaving them to wallow in the
mire of their vices, until they become & prey to the
devil, whom Jesus Christ compares t0 the fowls of the
air.

caped hell.

I should suffer in duration. Afew masses would

promise not to forget you in heaven.'

her gratitude.

pp. 47—48.

¢ Mary alone, the mother of grace and mecy, re-
jects not the sinner, when they implore her commise-
ration, even in the midst of their disorders. Her ma-
ternal tenderness obliges her to stretch out a succour-
ing band to them, as soon as they invoke her assis-
tance. She becomes their mediatrix before the Sove-
reign Judge; she calms, she appeases the wrath of
the Most High; she inspires them with all that can
contribute to their perfect reconciliation; and like a
mysterious dove, of which the one that returned tothe
ark, bearing an olive branch, was a figure, she informs
them that the deluge of the wrath of God is at an end,
and that they may go and offer Him the sacrifice of a
contrite and humble beart.— ik well on it.'—Mans
only Affair, pp. 137—S8.

In a word, according to this doctrine, Mary is more
merciful than Christ, and saves those whom the master

have left to perishin their sins. But it may be doubted,
whether even this blasphemy is so mischievous, as the
notion which it is really intended to convey; namely,
that there is no legree of wickedness which can prove
destructive to the sinner, provided only he shall re-
tain,—with or without any definite motive,—the prac-
tice of some exernal and perfunctory homage to the
Blessed Virgin. At times, no doubt, the Romish
writers endeavoir to qualify this frightful doctrine by
cautions and esplanations. But such cautions and
explanations aretoo evidently controversial ; designed
not so much to guard their own flocks from error, as
to protect themselves against the indignant remon-
strances of Protestants. !

Let any person acquainted with the real doctrines
of the Holy Scripture and the Christian Church, con-
sider the practical effects of such teaching as the fol-
lowing : j

« 8¢, German, Archbishop of Constantinople, was
used to say, that as respiration is a sure mark that a
person is not yet dead, however low he may be reduced

of the family thoug it nothing ahout, and whom e would |

imagine what can be.
unhappy woman had called on her Redeemer.
mercy, is ascribed to her :—and yet ina few days

is described as entering into Paradise.
Another story of this sort is told by Liguori.

had just been seized with apoplexy.

blance of life.

for ever be to God and his blessed Mother, it
scarcely finished, when a servant camcto tell him
Lis master had now the use of his facuties. The

on revisiting the gentleman, who hal been too

known by his scandals and debaucheris, he found

and offering his life for the expiation of his sins.

he replied, ¢ what other cause could tlere be but
divine Mercy itself, moved by your prayers, and
haps by those of my deceased mother.

court, and to the city.

by sickness; S0, the invocation of Mary, is a certain
proof that a sinner still lives in the remembrance of
God, and that his salvation is not desperate, however
hardened and obstinate he may seem.—T'hink well on
it —Muan's only Affair, p- 136.

The reader will observe that the invocation of Mary
is not here treated as an indication of some remains
of spiritual feeling and vitality. Itis merely a sort of
claim which the sinner is retaining on the Divine
mercy, however profligate his life may be. The fol-
lowing extract from the same work puts this beyond
question :

“M. de Querioglet, counsellor to the parliament of
Britany, about the middle of the seventeenth century,
was impious, and so lost to every sentiment of religion,
that on a certain day, he had the blasphemous assu-
rance to fire his pistol against heaven, at 2 time when
the lightning had just fallen on his bed. Travelling
into Poitou, and passing through Loudun, at the very
time they were taking informations on the subject of
the possessed Ursulines, he entered the church where
this famous procedure was conducting, and in which a
vast concourse of people had assembled. What was
his astonishment, when, on a sudden, he heard his
name called by one of the nuns! He knew nobody,
and was not known in the city. This nun revealed
publicly all the most secret disorders of this impious
wretch. There are then devils, he cried! There
must consequently be also a God |—Sensibly struck
with this thought, he yielded to the grace that pressed
him; and shortly after astonished France with the
rigours of his penance. Being asked one day to whom
he felt himself indebted for this so great a grace? He
replied : gmidst my greatest impieties, I never omitled
to recite daily, through custom, a prayer to Mary, the
Mother [of ] Sinners.  Think well on it.” —Man's only
Affair, pp. 142—3.

If such be the encouragement given to the hardened
sinner to bid defiance to the justice of the Almighty,
one need not wonder at the advice with which the
chapter concludes:

“ Sinners, whoever ye be, never despair of the power
or bounty of Mary! Adopt at least the easy practice
of reciting every day the above short prayer of St. Ber-
nard, your salvation perhaps depends upon it.— Think
well on it."—Man's only Affair, p. 150.

“We read,” says St. Alphonsus Liguori, in The
Glories of Mary, “in the life of Sister Catherine of
St. Augustine, that in the town where her monastery
was situate, there dwelt a woman, named Mary, who
from her infancy, led a very irregular life; she was
not corrected by time, but continued the same vicious
course, until disgusted with her wickedness, they drove
her from the city, and confined her in a cave in the
suburbs. There eaten up by a frightful disease, Which
caused her flesh to fall in pieces, she soon died, with-
out. spiritual or corporal aid.  This death was regarded
as a just punishment from the hands of God, and un-
deserving of the ordinary rites of burial, so that the
poor corpse was interred in some high way or common,
like a beast of the field. Sister Catherine, who was
in the pious custom of praying for all whom she
learned departed this life, thought not of recommend-
ing this old sinner to God, supposing her to be lost
for ever.

1Tt happened about four years after this woman’s
death, that Sister Catherine being one day in prayer,
a soul from purgatory appeared to her, and said :
¢Sister Catherine, how unfortunate am I not; you
pray for every one, but you never pray forme. ‘Who
are you?' said the religious. ‘Iam, replied the soul,
‘that poor Mary that died in the caye. ‘What!
said Catherine with amazement, ‘is it possible that
you are saved?" I am indeed,’ replied the soul,
¢ through the charity of the blessed Virgin Mary. In
my last moments, abandoned by all, and seeing myself
loaded with sins, I addressed this prayer to the Mo-
ther of God—*O thou, the refuge of the forsaken,

to her, and spoke nearly in the following words

entreat her to shew herself your Mother.

of attachment and recollection, promise me the

it is the only act of religion I have performed.’

in his powerful benefactress.

of Mary, pp. 96—99.

the service of a heathen deity, than the approval
reasonable being, his salvation is secure,

escape the evangelical scythe of. the preachers,
missionaries, who labour to fill his granaries.

powerful intercession.
would escape the hands of this amiable gleaner,

flames.”— Glories of Mary, p- 95.

ther Lopez.

him.

he was in danger of being slain, but when he

—1Ib. pp. 160, 161.
But, suppose the life of this man had not

the grace of true contrition, by means of which, I es-
She moreover procured me the abridge- | the saints:
ment of my torments 1 purgitory'—the divine Jus-
tice, at her suit, causing me to suffer in intensity, what

relcase me, cause them to be offered for me, and 1

«Sister Catherine lost no time in complying with
this request, and some days after, the soul of Mary
again appeared, shining like the sun, and testifying | Ademan, a deacon, came to life as they were going
bury him, and told all at his funeral that he had seen | This roused my curiosity, and not being able then to read and
said she, ‘I am now going there to celebrate the mer- | hell, and the place therein prepared for him, but that | understand English, I procured a German Bible. 1 was greatly
the Mother of God had obtained his resurrection, that | struck with the first of St. Matthew, and had no idea that
Surius relates a similar | Christians knew anything of our patriarchs. I was still more
case of a Roman named Andrew; and Pelbart states, | struck with the character of Christ, and the excellent morals
X : that in his time the Emperor Sigismond, in crossing | which he taught; but having gone no further than merely to
encouragement to vice and profligac}, it is not easy to | the Alps with his army, met in his way the skeleton | admire them, it produced no particular effect upon my mind,
The story vould have been | of a man, whence a voice issued, which demanded | though it considerably lessened my prejudices. By the provi-
confession. It was a soldier, he said, who had been | dence of God I was led from thence to another place (Norwich),

« Paradise is opened at length to me;’

cies of my God, and be assured, Sister Catherine, I
shall not forget to pray for you." ""—Glories of Mury, | he might expiate his sins.

If such monstrous falsehoods be mt the most direct

dangerous to morality, were it even petended that the

no, not even a recollection of His nang er of His dying

«One of the most distinguished peachers of the

WVhen he arrived,
he found the house all in confusion, th: wife distracted,
and the physicians vainly employing 4l the resources | him unhurt; but rather to excite our confidence
of their art, on an invalid, with no moe than the sem- | the Mother of God, since as they seem to show that

night ; when day appeared, the churcles being opened,

gin, for the sick person, in the next clapel; and glory

penetrated with the liveliest sorrow aid compunction,
imploring pardon of God, more by teirs than words,

“This good woman was a model of piety to the

thing I am going to ask of you—it will cost you little:
it is to recite the Rosary of the Blessed Virgin every
day’ I promised her most readily,’ said the invalid,
‘and never failed to keep my word amid all my de-
baucheries; nay, I confess, that for the last ten years

“The confessor now saw clearly, that the conversion
of this young man was owing to the special protection
of Mary. He exhorted him to redouble his confidence
He did not leave him
until his death—he received his last sighs, which were
poured forth in the same penitential spirit.”—Glor ies

In fact, the doctrine inculcated by St. Alphonsus
Liguori is neither more nor less than this, that let @ | extensive acquaintance with antiquity—did really
man live to his last hour in never so hardened a resis-
tance to the voice of conscience, the holy Spirit, and | has been transcribed into these papers, had the
the ministers of Christ, if he have, during the career of
his wickedness, offered some acts of idolatrous adula-
tion and external homage—such as are more worthy

“As Ruth, the daughter-in-law of Noemi, found so
great favour with Booz, that he permitted her to col-
lect the sheaves which fell from his reapers, thus Mary
has found such grace before the Lord, that he has ap-
pointed her to gather up the blades which resist or

are some souls so rebellious, that it is impossible to
convert them by any efforts on the part of God's mi-
nisters—it is left to Mary alone to save them by her
But woe to the sheaves which e

the [The following is a copy of the A dix to the Sermon, preached N
Y | by the Rev. Mr. T tonars 2t 'the gmlilsm of the presegt *Behop i | may bless and keep them, that the Lord may cause his face to

ghall in time be gathered up and cast into the eternal | oraealom. at Plymouth, June 22, 1825, Sponsors, the Rev. B. Gold- | shine upon them, and be gracious unto them, that the g

]t is related of a man in the kingdom of Valentia,
that having committed great crimes, and fearing the
pursuit of justice, he determined to become a Maho-
metan, and was going to embark for Barbary, when | Christian religion.
chance conducted him intoa church, While Father
Lopez, of the 8. J. was preaching on the divine mercy.
The impression made on the guilty man Was so great, and in the strictest principles of Judaism. From my sixteenth
that he was converted and made his confession to Fa- | to my twentieth year, I held the office of a teacher of the
b Talmud and the German language among my brethren in
suddenness of the change, that he asked him if he had | Germany, at which period a situation of a similar nature offered principal Divines in the middle and earlier part of the Jash oo
5 itself to me in England, where it was required that I should be :
e o o o ety Th ot e, | oot b iy b (20| et it i e s
g P Virei g Behr'so ol p dy k““‘."‘ to my Jewish brethren, oniy gh Brep WpesL Ty Y | their flocks than deliver dry and jejune dissertations on moral
ing to the Blessed Virgin, every day, D andon | qualified, and who must go through It e stnctes.t e;xam:;::::n topios, grounded ratber upon heathen cthics or otttk gihiloss

igh-pri i ver, 1 soon acquired, an e 3 s £ 0 . 328

«The same father one time heard i hospital the lt,z I?:;:ﬁ:. N . phy, than upon Christian principles: and it has answered the
confession of an invalid, who had not confessed for
fifty-five years. During all this time he practised no | until that time Ihad not the slightest knowledge of Christianity,
devotion whatsoever, except that whenever passing | nor did I even know of the existence of the New Testament.*
before the image of the Blessed Virgin, he took off his
hat, and begged her to obtain that he might not die | Chuist, was all the knowledge  possesscd of bim, and in blind-
in mortal sin. He said, that at one time it @ quarrel, | ;ess and ignorance I never felt curious to inquire the reason of
cried | that prejudice. I looked upon all other sects besides Jews, as
out, O! Tam a dead man, and 1 shall be damned, | tne Gentile idolaters mentioned by Moses and the Prophets,
from whom I found sufficient reasons and commands to abhor
their practices. But blessed be the Lord God of Abrabam,
Isaac, and Jacob, who has dealt thus mercifully e e 80 earnest the entreaties of my friends at that time, that I was even
worm, who am not worthy of the least of his mercies, in raising | induced to appeal personally, and also by letter, to the leader of the

The good father was 80 struck with the

not retained some pious practice, which drew on him

Mother of sinners help me! he found himself trans-
ported without knowing how, to a place of security.”

saved: suppose he had been cut off in the midst of
his iniquities—still, according to this monstrous per-

turn to life that they might do penance.

Rome, in the year 1830, has enrolle him amongst

S — . remmonci B
VoLume V.] ' TORONTO, CANADA, SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 1842. [Numser 29
- e e e ——— . e i g ool
i Joetr Bishop of Gortyna, May 14, 1807 The following | have pity on me! Hope of the universe, my ouly | version of Christianity, his salvation would have been | me from a death-like sleep in which so many still remain, who
S 1‘;‘ ik __ | passage is of a similar character to some which have | hope, come to my assistance.  This little supplica- | as secure as if he had repented. Let St. Alphonsus | are satisfied with a false peace, without a wish or an effort to
e e . . . . » £ 3
tion was not made in vain. Mary obtained for me | himself deliver that doctrine for which the court of | be awakened from its dang

In the year 1820 I came to London, and having found myself
i inted of the situation above alluded to, I was recom-

1

' < 4

“It is the opinion even of many theologians, and | mended by the kindness of the high priest in London to a pri-
of St. Thomas particularly, that the blessed Virgin | vate family in the country, as tutor to their children.

now | has obtained for several who died in the state of mor-
tal sin, the suspension of their sentence, and their re- | attached to the pri
Some authors | the first who acquainted me with the exertions which are making
relate many examples of the like; among others, | in England for the conversion of the Jews, but treated them
Odoard, who lived in the ninth century, relates, that | with derision, and said, that every Jew ought to read the New

My employer was a man of strict integrity, and strongly
of Judai

and cer He was'

¥

to | Testament, in order to be more confirmed in his own religion.

But | slain in the state of mortal sin, and that Mary, for | 4 rabbi, where I had opportunity and leisure to give lessons in

whom he entertained a Spe‘ﬁal devotion, obtained, that | Hebrew and German, as I had then obtained some knowledge

she | his soul might sojourn in his remains until he could | ;¢ the English language. ‘This afforded me the means of access

tion, it ceased to give signs of its presence.

prise of this good priest was greatly increased, when | cause?’ ¢ My soul,’ says the blessed Lrric Suzon,
well | in the hands of Mary, so if the Judge wishes to con-
him | demn me, the sentence must pass through this clement
Queen, and she well knows how to prevent its execu-
tion, We have the same hope as this great saint,
In | and shall not cease to say with St. Bonaventure, ‘0
these dispositions he made his confessbn, and received | Mary, I have hoped in you, and shall never be con-
the last sacraments. 'The confessor, edfied and amazed | founded.’ "__Glories of Mary, pp. 170—172.
at such a change, when all was over, sked the dying
person if he had any idea of the causeof such a mira- | monstrous absurdity of endeavouring to neutralize the
cle of the divine merey in his favour. ¢Alas! Father, | obvious tendency of such prodigious falsehoods

this, | these, by saying, “ We do not cite these examples

per- | an encouragement to sipners to persevere in their
But sinners are too ea-
sily encouraged to persevere in their crimes. And
1 was her only son—after be- | with whatever flimsy evasions of this kind the emissa-
ing married but a few years, her husband died, and un- | ries of Rome may blind themselves to the wickedness
fortunately for me, she survived him but a few months. | and impiety of their doctrines, their teaching must
When on her death bed, she caused me to be brought | prove the immediate and instrumental cause of the
: ‘1| everlasting destruction of multitudes, whether of those
leave you my son, an illustrious name, and riches in | who are deluded by such falsehoods, or of those who
abundance; but I entreat you to prefer to both, the | are driven by such teachers to turn their back in dis-
sacred character of Christian—you are exposed to great | gust, and abandon Christianity altogether, as part and
dangers, my child, to what jeopardy perhaps will not | parcel of a settled scheme to impose on the credulity
your best possessions expose you? I die alas too soon | of mankind.
for you! but may the will of God be accomplished! I
leave you under the protection of the Holy Virgin, and
If you, my
child, wish to give your affectionate parent some mark

crimes ¥’ Very possibly not.

“The end of such teaching is inevitable.

Can any person be silly enough not to perceive the

later it must lead to a renunciation of the name and
form of Christianity. And if it be thus that the last to the Rev. S. Herschel, Chief Rabbi, who has the power of
afflictions of the Church are to be brought about, what | deciding these matters. He req

confess his sins; immediately after receiving absolu- | ¢4 many pious Christians, and of becoming more acqainted with

their religion. I was in an especial manner led to read the

pe: X “We d? not cite these exan_lples as an eNCourage- | New Testament, and found many PP G g g
Tast century was once called about mitnight, to admi- | ment to sinners to persevere 10 their crimes; this | ¢ the Old Testament propbecies incontrovertibly falfilled

nister the last sacraments to a young nobleman, who | would be as great extravagance as that of a man, who
from mere levity would cast himself from a precipice,

under pretence that the blessed Virgin could preserve | giract. and lead me in the right way, I endeavoured to shrink

This produced great of mind; but instead of
turning my face to the Lord God in prayer and supplication to

10 | 4nd turn away from the Divine light which had thus begun to
dawn upon me.

"This was the state of hings during the | she can save even those who died in mortal sin, with .
how much more certainty can those count on her in-
the priest went to offer a votive mass f thé Holy Vir- | tercession, who during life are sincerely converted.
¢Yes,’ as St. Anselm says, ‘ he for whom Mary prays
was | even once, will be exempt from eternal evils; and
that | again, who will dare tell me, 1 shall not find my judge
sur- | fayourable, if the Mother of Mercy advocates my
‘is

About this period, the situation at Plymouth most provi=
dentially offered itself, and T was led to accept it, partly from
its having been represented to me as more advantageous, but
chiefly from the desire I felt to become reconciled to my former
views, and regain my peace of mind, with a full determination
to have no intercourse with Christians; and during my first
three months at Plymouth I strictly adhered to this resolu-
tion ;—Satan so far aided the wishes of my wicked heart as to
lull me again into a delusive peace. g

The Lord, in his love toward me, would not suffer me thus
to proceed in the path of destriction; he raised me up a spi-
ritual preceptor, in a friend (the Rev. Mr. Golding) who was
desirous of taking lessons in Hebrew ; and when we began to
read for our lessons parts of the Old Testament, subjects of
di often presented themselves, and feelings to which I
had for some time past been a stranger again rose in my mind,
and T began more seriously (and I trust mot without earnest
prayer to God for his guidance) to inquire into the truth, by
more carefully comparing the Old and New Testament ; and
after much mental conflict, came almost to the conviction that
Jesus was the Messiah, whom I had been taught to expect ina
different form from that in which he is really represented in the
Old Testament.

Still T could not see everything so clearly as to be enabled
to give up all for him; I had not strength enough to avow my
feelings publicly, though I did not hide them from “several of
my brethren, especially from one with whom 1 had more fre-
quent intercourse; to him my sentiments were well known,
and it pleased the Lord to raise him up, after having been
acquainted with it for several months, to inform the elders of
the congregation; they could do no otherwise than take the

as
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Sooner or | matter into serious consideration, and, I am sure not without

very painful feelings to them, made known the circumstances .

until he

Ajmy

i

only | are the plagues reserved for those who are, as far as in heard again from the congregation, in order finally to decide.

this vast body of dignified ecclesiastics—some

them lies, turning the Gospel of Jesus Christ into a This was one of the most painful periods of my life; Satan
code of wickedness? And will any reasonable person stirred up every possible means to present fears and doubts to me.
be persuaded to believe, that the sacred Congregation :
of Rites who pronounced that there was nothing in the influence of early education, will easily be able to judge in what
writings of this melancholy fanatic “ deserving of cen- | 2 painful situation I was then placed. By following the dic-
sure” —or Pius VIL who confirmed this sentence—or tates of my conscience I had nothing else to expect than to lose
Leo XIIL who sanctioned the publication of his works all that was valuable to me in this world, a comfortable and
in 1825, by a papal brief, and honoured his editor | sufficient livelihood, togetber with the affections and friendship
with a “golden medal’’—or the College of Cardinals of all who were dear to me. But by yielding to the entreaties
who wete “unanimous’ in the act of his beatification | of my friends, 1 should have inflicted a wound upon my con-
—or, in fine, Pius VIIL. and the whole Court of Rome, | science: in short, many painful ideas presented themselves to
who published the decree of his canonization ;—that | ™ the giving up all (to which I was evidently ealled), the

Those who are acquainted with human nature, and with the

of | prejudices of early impressions, and the prospect of having to

them, most probably, men of profound learning and | take up a new and heavy cross in my future life.

for All these considerations so tended to increase my distress of

a single instant believe, that such wicked nonsense as | mind, that if there could have been found at that time any

re- | means whatever to reconcile me to my former views, I should

motest resemblance to that Catholic Faith—* quod | have gladly used them.+ However, this was not the Lord’s
semper, quod ubique, quod ab omnibus creditum est.”’
Is there in such mischievous blaspbemies any, the least pointed out to me the way in which I was to go: ¥ began to

will. A week after T was finally suspended, and had evidently

of a | affinity, with that interpretation of Holy Scripture to | submit myself to the Lord to follow him; and soon afterwards

sensum patrum.’’

which every one of these Ecclesiastics was bound by | regularly attended the ministry of & dear friend (the Rev. Mr,
all the solemnity of an oath—*juxta unanimem con- | Golding, then officiating at Stonehouse Chapel), to whose
€ Whatever may have been their | spiritual instruction I am greatly indebted. Having also been
aim or motive, it is impossible to rise from the perusal | brought into immediate connexion with many Christian friends,
of such a book, so sanctioned, without exclaiming with | my mind became more and more established, which led me
the Prophet, “ The leaders of this people cause them | finally to embrace the Christian faith as my future hope for
and | to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed.”
There | —Isa. ix. 16.

time and for eternity.
To my Jewish friends, whose kindness toward me T shall

CONVERSION TO CHRISTIANITY.

ing, Captain Thicknesse, and Mrs. Hatchard :—]

stances which 1éd me to the final decision of embracing

Not to enter into useless details, I need only mention,

been

In compliance with the wishes of those to whom Iam greatly
indebted, I am induced to give a brief account of the circum-

ever remember, I beg to take this opportunity of returning my

BISHOP ALEXANDER'S OWN ACCOUNT OF HIS | sincere thanks; and though I am sensible of being an outcast

from them, yet I trust I shall never be unmindful of them
Defore a throne of grace in my feeble prayers, “that the Lord

may lift up the light of his countenance, and give them peace,”
even “the peace of God, which passeth all understanding.”

Amen.
the M. S. ALEXANDER.

I was born in a town in Prussia in the year 1799, educated | ENGLISH DIVINES OF THE LAST CENTURY
since the seventh year of my age, principally in the Talmud,

VINDICATED FROM MISREPRESENTATION.
(From Bishop Van Mildert's Life of Dr. Waterland.y

1t has, of late years, been made a subject of censure, that our

tury, had, in a great degree, departed from docirinal and evan-

purpose of a certain active and zealous party in the Chureh, to
arrogate to itself the merit, not only of having been the first to
introduce a more spiritual and evangelical mode of preaching to
the people, but also of giving a higher and better tone than

that

Strong impressions of prejudice against the very name of faretolrs fo K grect body of the Clergy at large, in thebrpot

pular disconrses. It would not, perhaps, be difficult to shew,
that these assumptions have been somewhat hastily advanced,
and i iderately admitted. For, upon a careful examina-
tion of the very many volumes of sermons published during the
above-mentioned period, by the parochial Clergy, as well as by

t In proof of this I must state, that so great was the struggle, and

congregation, to say that 1 should be happy to retrace my steps, if

* Here it must be stated that at all the Jewish colleges on the | any means could be found to remove the difficulties by which T was

Continent, the New Testament is never introduced or
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