Speecb of JW?'. Hajlmg: 10 the. Houfe of Lord:. . y 7

ferwte of the Eaft lndu Company. and in
that fervice.have 1 derived all- my official
. l\aluls, all the'knowledge which 1 poflefs,
and-atl the prmc:plcs which have regula.
ted. my condué init. T~ v
¢ In'the year 17638 1 wias. appointed a
Member of the Council, and eventually to

fucceed 10 the government of Fort St.

George.
¢ In the.year 1971, when the affairs of

their principal fettlement were fuppofcd o

bz on the Aecline, and' to require an uni-’
fual” exertion. of ahilitics and integrity to -
retrieve them, the Court of Dire&tors made
choice of me for that arduous truft, and I
was appointed to the government of Ben.
gal, and to the principal diretion of all the
civil, military, commcrc:ai, and polmcnl
affairs dependant on it.

t In the year 1774 1 was appomted by
‘an A&t of Parliament Governor-General
of Bengal for five years 5 in the year 1778
I was appointed by the fame authority for

~one, in 1779 for another, in 1781 for ten
years ; and in 1784 I was virtually con-
firmed by the Ac“t which forms- the pre-
fent.Government ‘for. India. . In this long,
period of thirteen ycars, ‘and under fo.ma.

| by fucceflive appointments, 1 call it to the
recolle@ion of your Lordfhips, that while -

Gueat Britain loft dne half cf its empire
and doubled its public .debt, ‘that gos'
vernment over which § prefided, was not

only preferved entire, but increafed’in po..

pulation, . wealth, agriculture, and com-
merce ; and althcugh your Lordihips have
been told by the Houfe of Commons, that
my meafures have dnfgraccd and degraded -
the Britith charaéter in India, yet 1 appeal
to the united voice of India, and the ge-
neral {enfe of mankind, to confirm what
I am' now going.to fay, that the Britith

Name and Charaéter never ficod bigher, ov ..

weére more rcfpe&cd m lndla, than wben I
keft ie.

¢ So much may I fay for the general cf—~

“fe&t of my Government; fhostly leime
enumerate the frecific afts which contri-
~ buted, to produce it. « 7

¢ Every divifion of official bufinefs, and -
every department of - the .Governmént

which pow’ exifis -in .Bengal, with very .
mconﬁderablc vanauon, are of - myforma-;

Kl

tion
b I’hexeﬂabhfhmcnts formcd for thegol-
leion of the revenue, theinititution o
‘the“courts_of-civil and criminal juilice,
“the form of. govcrnment eftablithed. for .

. Benarcs, the arrang:mcms crcated for the

"defénce and, fubfidy of the province of .
Oude;’ “the. polmcal connetions and alli-.
ances wuh other . States; all were ‘created
by meyt and ; fubfift. unchanged ;. or if -
..shanged,’ shanged only (to uf: the v&ords of

+

~my noble and virtuous fucceﬂ'or. apphed
.to” the principles of my arrangemcnts for "
the province of .Oude), * with a view to"
ftrengthen thofe - prmclplcs, and rcndcr
them permanent.’

¢ Opium and falt, two great refources of
revenue, were created by me,  The firft,
which I have been impeached for not ma.
king produ&ive cnough, amounts at. this -
tinie "to _the met annual fum of one hund
dred and twenty thoufand pounds. - “The
laft (though when I propofed the plan my
colleagues refufed to fhare with me in‘the
refponfibility of it, and thought I'difobey.
ed the orders ot the Company. whea [
formed the plan). amounts to the yearly
fum of eight hundied thoufand pounds.
To fum up all, | maintained the provinces
of my xmmcdsale adminiftration ina'ftate
of peace, plenty and fecurity, when every °
other member of the Britith empire was.
mvolv«.d ininternal wars and civif tumult.

% In a dreadful feafon of famine, whu.h
vifited and laid wafte the nclghbourmg
States ‘of India durmg three fucceffive’
years, 1 repreffed it in its approach to the:
‘provinces. of the Britifh dominions, and
hy. ‘timely regulations prcvemed its ‘re-
turn ; an,a& - little known- in England,
.becaufe it wanted the pofitive ¢ffedts,

“.which alone could give it a vifiblé com- -

‘munication, but proved by the: grateful -

-~acknowledgments of thofe, who would

have been the only:fufferers by fuch a’
feourge ; and who well remembering the
effcets .of a former inflicion of it, havs
made their fenfe’ of the obligations which"
they - owed to me for this blefling,” onc of

~the firft fubjeéts in:many of the teftimoni-

als tranfmitted by the'iphabitantsof Ben--
gal, Bahar, and Benares. And laftly, I”
raifed the colleive annual income of the”
.Company’s pofleffions from three mlllxom )
to five, not by temporary and forccd €xe
a@ions, byt by an cafy, commucd “and’
All, exifting: produdtion ;- the furcﬂ evi~
dence. of 4 good government, 1mprovmg
. agriculiure, and increafing population 1’
*To the Commons of England (here
Mr.’ Haftings looked - ﬂeadlly .at.“the -
Speaker), to the Commons “of England I
dare to reply, that the provmccs fo'long uns ”

* der my adminiftration are, and their repres
.‘fentatives annually ‘tell themr’ fo, ‘the mq/i
- flourifbing-of all the States'of Indias - Jt. was..

1 who made them fo §, the valour. ofothcrl
acquired, 1 enlarged . and gave fhape, ‘and
conhﬁency to the’ dommlon whic 8
hold there.’, 1 preferved ity Ifen

_armies with .an effe€tual butian cEconca;

niical, hand, through unknown and hoﬁxle\

regions, to the fupport of your other 'pofs:

_ feffions; to Lhc ntucval of onc 'trom dea
o 3Na 7 A




