
Speech pf Mr.Hafings
fervicof the Eaft India Company, and in
thatfCervictihave I derived ail- my official
habits, ail the'knowiedgc.whicl I pofferg,
and- ail the principles which have regmla-
ted.my condud in it.

' In 'the year 1768 1 wasappointed a
Member of. ihe Council, and eveitually ta
fucceed ta the government of Fort'St.
George.

1 in the.year 1771, when the affairs of
their principal fettlement were Cuppofed ta
be on the decline, and' t'a require an unu.
fual exertion of abilitics and integrity ta
retrieve thcm, the Cdurt of Diredoirs made
choice of me for that arduous trufit, and I
was appointed ta the goveriment of Ben-
gai, and ta the principal diredion of ail the
civil, military, commerciaj, and political
affairs dependant on ic.

' In the year 1774 1 was appointed by
an A& of Parliament Governor-Gereral
of Bengal foi five yrars ; in the year 1778
I was appointed by the fame authority for
one, in 1779 for another, in · 7Sx for ten
years ; and in 1784 I was virtuilly con-
firnedi)y.the Ad whiç) forms. the pre-
Cent-Government :för India. In thi, long,
period of thirt-een years, <and under fo.ma.
ny fucceffive appointments, I call it te the
recolledion of your Lordfhips, that while
Grcat Britain lo(1 one half cf its empire
and doubled its public .debt, that go»
vernment over which I prefided, was not
only prefe.rved entire, but increafed'in po..
putation,.wealth, agriculture, and com-
merce ; and although your Lordihips have
been told by the Houfe of Commons, that
my meafures have difgraced and degraded
the Britilh chara&er in India, yet I appeal
ta the united voice of India, and the ge-
neral fenfe of mankindi-to confirm .what
I an now going .ta fay, that the Britifh
Name and Chara£er neverfevod bigber, -or
were morc refpeded in India, tban when I
left jr.

' So much may l1 tay for the general ef-'
fe& of my Governmenc; fhortly, lef-me'
enumerate the fpecific aas which contri-
buted te produce it.

' Every- diviflon of offici nI bufines, and
every depariment of - the Government
,vhich now* exifls in .Bengal, with very

inconflderable variation, 'are of. my frr- a

'The; e f'ablithments formed for th c
leaion of the revenue, the:ineitution o
the courtsof civil and, criminal juflice,
the form oi .government elnablifhed. for
Benares, the arrangements crcated for the
defence and, Tubfidy of, the provincé of
Oude,ch politicil connedtions and alli-.
amcc with other States all were created
by me and fubflft> unchanged ; or if

anged.changed ony (ta ufi the wordscf
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my noble and virtuous fàacceflor7applied
ta the principles of my arrangements for
the province of Oude), ' with a view to
firengthen thofe principles, anîïd. rendet
them permanent.'

Opium and falt, two great refourcesof
revenue, wvere created by me.. The Éfra,
which I have been impeached for notrma.
king produdive cnough, anounti at.this
tine ta the net annual fum of one hun.'
dred and twenty thoufand pounds. The
lait (thougli when I propdfed the plan my
colleagues refufed 'ta fhare witb.me in'the
refponfibility of it, and thought Idifobey.
ed the orders of the Company. whcn 1
formed the plan). amounts -ta the'yearly
fum of eight lkundred thoufand pounds.
'l fum up ail, I maintained the provinces
of my immediate adminiftration in a late
of peace, plcnty and.fecurity, wOhen every
dtbar member of the Britifh empire was
in'volved in internal w ars and civil tumult.

in a 'dreadful feafon of famine, whit.h
-viiited and laid wafle the neighbouring

States of India during thiree fuccefive'
years, I repretffed it in its approach ta the
provinces, of the Britith dominiond, and,'
hy. timnely regulations prevented its re-
turn ; an a,.a littie known in England,

. becaufe it wanted the pofitive effeds,
vhich salone could. give it a vifible com-
munication, but prôved by tielgrateful

..acknovledgrnents of- thofe, who would
have bccn the only fufferers by fuch a
Ccourge ; and who well rcmembering the
effeas -of a former infliiion of it, have
made theifenfe- of the obliïations'which
they dwed ta me for this bleffing, one of
the firi fubjeas in many of the teftimoni-
als tranfmitted by the inhabitants'of Bei-
gaI, Bahar, and Benares. And'fafUly, I
raifed the colledive annuial income ôfthe

. Company's poffeffions from three tnillions
ta five, not by temporary and forccd ex-
adions, but by an'eafy, continued, nd
fili exiing: produaion; -,the furefi evi-
dence. Of -a good government, improving
agriculture, and increafing population 1

'To the Commons of England (here
Mr. Haflingis looked . Readily at -the.
Speaker), ta the Commons of" England I
da-e to reply, that the provmces fo long un.
der my adiiniftratiop are, and theirrcpre. 
fentatives annually teil them ftevnof
fourrybingsof a/ tbe StaiofIndia. 1t was
1 who made them foa .the valour of others
acquired, i enlargçi:and gave Ihape.. and
conifflency to the dominion, which you:
hold there. I prefervd .it I fent fordi-
armies with.an effeaval but an Scéno
niical, Lhand, through unknown and honila
regions, to the fupport of your other 'pof-.
1dfioris, ta the remeval of ontronm dcý


