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Spite of the predictions of the Opposition, spite even of
Mr. MAcKENZIE's declaration at Sarnia, and Mr. ScoTr's at
Ottawa, the Goverument have produced a detailed scheme
for the construction of the Pacific Railway. A full abstract
of the measure will be foundin our Ottawa letter. This
change of policy on the part of the Administration is re-
markable. It proves conclusively that the Premier did
not venture to run counter to the emphatic and almost
universal opinion of the country on this point. We know
it for a fact that leading members of his party in this
Province were opposed to the building of the railway as a
needless expense which Canada should not incur. There
is reason to believe that this view was shared by nembers
of the party outside of the Province. Certainly, during
the first few months after the advent to power of the
present Government, the prevailing impression was that
the project of the PacificRailway would be quietly dropped
If such intention was ever entertained, the Ministry a te
be congratulated on having rconsidered it. Therailway,
as we have often stated in these columns, is a condition
aine qua non of our confederate existence and of our
stability as a nation. It must be built, and that as èxpe-
ditiously as is compatible with our finances. With regard
tW the present scheme, there is little to be said in advance
of the debate which will take place upon it. In nearly
every essential particular, it is based on the plan devised
by the late Government, such alterations as are introduced
looking mainly to stronger safeguards against monopoly
and jobbing. The work being let to several companies
by sections, instead of to a single company, must be re-
garded as an improvement, provided, as is promised in the
Bill, every detail of the contracting be submnitted to the
ultimate control of Parliament. 'Ihat the qoustructionof
the road will be slo* appears evident from the nature of
the dispositions to be taken, but that is a secondary con,
sideration, solong as good faith is kept with the county
and a proper regard is had to the requirements of the
different sections. Strict partisans have profesed alarmn
at the thirteenth clause of the Bill, whioh provides that
the Governor, by Order in Council, shall bave the àight te
determine the time when the works in eachi section or
sub-section of the said railway shall be commenced, pro-
ceeded with, and oompleted ; and shall have power at any
time to suspend the progress of work until the then next
session of Parliament. But we believe there is little cause
for fear that Government will wield too muoh power In
the premises. The example of the lIte Government is
there to serve as a warning, and Mr. MUoWNZIE knowu
full well that the eye of the country will be keenly fixed
upon his course in this whole business. TheGovenment
are pledged to purity and tW the strictest bneâty in the
handling of the public funds.

T e testimony of Mr. John Lovell, the well-known
pubtisher of this city, before the Manufacturing Commit-
tekof Parliament, affords the amplest .and the cleareut
information w. have yet seen r'especing the. unstisfac-

tory condition cf the publishing trade of the Dominion,
arising out cf the want cf a Canadian cop.yr:ght.. Mn
Lovell states that he published wonks cf ail classes, bui

- had neyer repririted, as lie could nlot obtain permission
Sincé 1847, the Americans had oornmanded Canadian
markets with ephemeral productions. At the presen
moment he was unable to rêprint English works, or issu<
thiem in a cheap formi, uniess he copied the American
editions. H. said that the. price cf bocks was cheape
here than ini the. States, and cited " Foui Play," sold thi' re
for 75 cents, which lie himself had sold for 25 cents. H
admitted, hcwever, that the paper was cf a mxuch superio
kind, but he did not admit that that impaired the. argu
ment, as the people did not want superior paper. Wha
h. wanted was to be allowed to get tue Englishi copy
righit, print it here. and give an excise to the Govern

ment, which should go to the copyright owner. Bad the
Canadisn eujoyed tihe same privilege as the American, the
business would have been doubled, and instead of one
there would be hundreds now reading in the country.
He showed the disadvantage under which Canadian pub-
lishers laboured from the American copyright being only
extended to American citizens, while the latter might go
to England, and by residing there at the time he copy-
righted his manuscript, obtain a copyright of every corner
of the BritishDominion and flood this market with English
copyright. He believed that English authors were will-
ing enough that such arrangements should be made, and
he attributed the opposition solely to the publishers. A
draft of a bill had been submitted.to the Colonial Office,
which he had understood was to be the basis of aCanadian
Act, which had entirely met hi views on the subject.
The consent of the publishers, however, had not as yet
been obtained for the reciprocal powers named in the bill.
With regard tW the duty on paper, he considered a fixed
tariff of 20 per cent. would not only cheaþen the paper,
but would stimulate the manufacture of finer grades.
Fifteen per cent. hitherto had acted as a protection to the
paper-makers. Mr. Lovell concluded by reiterating that
unless he were allowed to reprint English works, and
foreigners were stopped from entering our market, he
should, notwithstanding his strong personal objections,
leave this country and publish in the States.

Of aill the ridiculously petty devices ever employed
to cat odium upon a political adversary perhaps the
most preposterous is that recently hit upon by a portion of
the Opposition Press to bring the Premier into ill favour
with the more strictly religions portion of the communi.
ty. A gresat hue and cry has been raised by certain jour-
nals.-at other times in no wise remarkable for puritani-
cal asceticism-over the fact that ME. MAifDxmmattended
a dinner given b the.3peaker of the House of Commons
on a Sunday. Great stress is further laid on the circum-
stance of Archbishop TAcH having been present at this
dinner, and the more rabid newspapers of the sectarian
stripe point with horror at the fearful spectacle of a Pro-
testant Premier giving his approval and countenance to
such doings " by attending Sunday festivities with Rom-
ish Bishops amd Priests, and tho-e who believe that, after
mass, the sacredness of the Sabbath ceases. "It certain.
ly will be a novel doctrine to most Roman Catholica,
which teaches that the sacredness of Sunday terminaLes
with the hour of noon, and one to which very few of that
Church would be ut all willing to subscribe. It is true
that in many Catholie countries a great deal of license
existe in the matter of Sunday amusements, but the saime
thing may be said of many of the Protestant countries of
Europe. Germany in this matter is no whit better than
France. Leaving aside however the abstract questionsof
the propriety of Sunday diversions, and oontining our-
selves to the matter in point, it is somewhat difficult to
understand the heinous nature of the offence for 'which
Lthe Premier is called to task. It is not such a very un.
common thmg, we imagine, for a few frienda to dine to.
gether on the Sabbath; yet-we hear of no outcry being
made against such a custom. And inasmuch as dinner is
as. much a necessity to the Premier, Archbishop TAOH*,

uand the Speaker, as it i to the humblest and hungriest
journalist, we see no reason why the three gentlemen
should not take their meal n the company that suits
thein best. As to the objection té the Protestant Premier
sitting down with Roman Cathoics, it is worthy of Lord
George Gordon himiself, but it is toc absurd to be enter-
tained for a moment by any sane man. To cavillers of
this kind it is always well td give a wide berth. There ia
a savour of Shylock about them when they use the Jew's
own words, "i1 will walk with yo, talk with you, and
buy with you; but I will not eat with you, drink with you,
nor pray with you."

t An unbiassed political journal, iree from the, trammels
o. f party on sect, which while it discusses with ail mcd.
ration tbe 'events cf the. day, ferlessly attacks wrong-

. doing, botu in and out cf office, la.aiways a valuable ad-
tdition îo thie periodical literature cf a country. lu Cana-
.4a especially, whiere independent journalim is almost
iunknown, Lhe estoblishment cf suchi a journal is a fact

t upon which ths reading publie may vell b.econgratulated.
e Lt lias been frequently a subject cf complaint, sud with a
igreat deal cf reason, that the large majority cf newspa-

r psrs content tuemnselves with reflecting the opinions cf
sthe leaders cf tue parties to wWih thiey may severally

e bave attached themiselves, sud that, consequently, sucii a
r ting as fair, unpreijudiced círiticismi might b. sought after
- in veainl inte columa cf the pness, both daily and weekly.
t W. are pleased to see that this .cause cf reproachi on

.Canadian journalism has at lsngth been removed by tue
. establishment ln Toronto of T7% Nation, a weekly news-

paper which, while it professes to be mainly political in
character, aims at perfect independence and impartiality
in its criticisms. We have .carefully read the first six
numbers of the new candidate for popular favour, and
have remarked with pleasure that the feature of complete
independence in the discussion of political questions is
carefully kept up. In its pages the reader wil find the
subjecta of the day ably and vigorously treated with a
thoroughness and' a spirit of impartiality tol which he ba
probably long beena stranger. In the interest of Canada
and Canadian journalism we trust that the career of The
Nation will be both long and successful.

It is some satisfaction to learn that the Hansard Com-
mittee of Parliament have anticipated the plan which we
threw eut last week for the compilation of the reports of
debates. Our suggestion was two.fold-that the report
should not be verbatim, but merely summary, and that the
work should be entrusted to an official reporter, assisted
by a competent staff. These two points are precisely
those recommended by the Committee. Th- further
details are that 2,000 copies are to be printed, 1,500 in
sheet form and 500 bound. Six of the sheet Hansards
are to be given each day to members, and one to each
newspaper inthe Dominion. Two of the bound copies are
to be given to each member, and the remaining 88 to be
for the library or for exchange. The Hansard in the
sheet form is to be delivered each day, not later than 3
o'clock the day after the debate. The contractor for the
Hansard is to be allowed to sell additional copies. The
cost is estimated et $7,984. Considering the smallness of
this sum, it is a matter of regret that the Hansard was
not begun in the first Parliament after Confederation.

Some weeks ago we had occasion to cail the attention
of the health officers to the practice which obtains in
Western and Southern cities of placing a placard with the
words " Small Pox'" on the doors of the houses infected
with that loathsome and dangerous disease. We are
plese d W find their recommendation enforced by the
Health Committee in their new regulations. They fur-
ther propose that every child of three months and up-
wards be brought to the doctor to be vaccinated, and
examined eight days afterwards, and a certificate obtained
by the doctor according to law, whose fee shall not be,
more than fifty cents. The police shall also visit front
house to house and obtain the name of unvaccinated.
children over three months If the parents refuse within
ten days, the child being in good health, a penalty to be
imposed on conviction. Also, aIl teachert of schools
before entering the cbildren shall receive a document
from them showing that they have been vaccinated.

The resistance of the ice-bridge at Quebec so long
beyond the usual period suggests the necessity of employ.
ing more efficacious means than have been hitherto used
to break through this barrier. It is absurd to wait for the
action of three little steamers like the "Prince Edward,"
" Rescue," and "Champion" to open the bridge. Why
not devise soine powerful explosive means ? Practical
men believe that nitro.glycerine could be used *ith
powerful force to blset the ice-floor. Why isit not tried ?
The amount of money lost by the destruction of ocean
steamers and other craft at Island Cove is something very
considerable indeed, and the general iqjury to trade by
tins unnatural delay is a aseriols drawback to the country.

The explanations given by the First Minister concern-
ing thé appointment of Mr. EDwARD J RNKms as agent
general of the Dommion cannot be regarded as satisfac-
tory. No valid reason was adduced for his selection
which could not apply with equal force to a score of na-
tive Canadians whom we oould name, and no excuse was
attempted for his intemperate language at Dundee. Mr.
Jaxms receives a salary of $4,O00, and is authorized to
rent premises at £1,200 more. We masist that these
emoluments should go to a native Canadian whose whole
time would b. devoted to tue work. It la Wo be regretted
that th. Opposition did not protest against this ill-timed
appointment witu more emphasis.

The, Pailiam.ntary Committee on the shiorteat route to
Europe are pursuing tueir investigations withi praise-
worthy dbiîgence, undeir the. direction cf Hon. Dr. Rosi-
TALLE. So far the bulk of the evidence la in fuvour cf
Paspettac Harbour, lu the., Baie des Chaleurs, as not only
tue test, but the sel. winter pont in tue Gulf cf the. St.
Lawrence. IL is entirely free fromi ice durig the severest
seasons sud a capacious and sheltered mooring-ground
for vessels of the. largest tonnage. There was alse evi-
dence in faveur cf St. Andrews, Pasaanmaquoddy Bey, sud
cf shippegan, but it la admitted that, during the winter,
tue latter would b. closed up i the same manner as
Kontreal sud Quebee.
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