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THE {HARP;

+Shemus - was :busily.« engngcd pullmg
somethmg black from a'tree. ! -

<« What are:you doing there, Shemus .

.44 Sorra -much,.- Masther : Frank. * It's
on]v Bully; I let - lnm do“ nto rcst hnn-
Sclf” B D v

4 What was he (lomgn?"

S4Why, you know, he's-always huntm'
me about so L huug bhim up- by the nick,
Begor it was fine fun, to sce him flappin’
his:wings this way 'and Shemus would
his arms about, in imitation -of Bully,
which was no other than a fine vencrable
turkey-cock, s> called on account of his
bellicose nature;. ' ¢‘That's - the way. he
went  on, flappin’. about. Begor, it was
fine fun ; sorra n doubt but it was he that
hdd. the work ov it; faith it was pleasant
to see him exercise himself. ~Now he's
rested enuff. It's worth your while to
come- to see him’; you never had‘sich fun
begor, it's pleasant.”’

& Not for ‘Bully, I think? said ank
as ho took the bird,  He's dend vou
killed him, you villain.’*

“ Never ‘mind him, - Masther Frank
Now, may be he'll let me alone. Killed'?
arrah who asked him to:do it? Sure it
was lis own faulty bad:cess to him?

(To be contmucd )

WITIIOUT A BLE"IISII. ,

" \Ianan, do you suppose any one ln es
who has not an imperfection; and is :not
that imperfection a blemish ?» =

¢¢ No; one is absolutely ; perfect, Alfred
and even if he were so happy as to ]mve
but one imperfection, if this.imperfection
is not well taken ‘care of, it beconies an
actnal blemish.: But why: do you ask such
a serious question?”?, -

+ &1 took the Lite of; Llng Alfred from
the ‘library. this \vnek thinking.I. should
like - to know.. somethmg about:all the
great Alfreds in the world, The first thing
T'came across in the preface, was, that (Al
fred’s character.was. without a blemish.’*:
¢ And you, Alfred, pervérse fcllow. thnt
Yyou are, immediatdly concluded thutAlfrcd
had a blemish 7% .. Living

#48.Yes; sistery Just. llke every other mor-,
tal :unless sanctified, like.St..John¢ Bap-
tist, ,tbefore his birth.” » R

a2 It is.one thing to have an: xmperfeotlon

or: even ‘a blemish, and: another: to }\eep:

that imperfection, ., If T have read history | e
anght «(and-.one who reads Lingard’s his-
toty: ig}pretty:isure to do:so); ‘Alfredi bad
not'.only one- iimperfection;: but .several.
Like:.many:sonsiof good: mothers, Alfred:
wasia:good.-boy" and A good - -youth;-and
when he first:-took: Lis seat onithe throne,
ofEngland he was:ds good :a- kmgms ohe
80 youn ‘knows howito:be.:! ‘Butafteria
wvhile,!the- ho]) lessons:of his mothen,
Osburga; were! Hforgotten'iby tAlfred ins
the sexeiteinent of:a-courtilife. s Iisup-
. pose he was flatteredslike all kmgs;hke‘

all::persons in highi places; and: he be-
came ‘selfish. Heaw a3 selfish injloving
his own pleasure better. than virtuous
gelf-denial. He was selfish in desiring
riches for himself rather than. prosper ity
for his ped ple. -He was selfish in turn-
ing away his car from the cry of the
need) and - the oppr essed, .md flate111|1|'
to the flattery of {Hs courtiers.’

. This is ot a_very pleaging plctmc
of my Alfred the Great, Marian! I was
willing - to have you: tell me of some
small imperfection, but I do not care
abous having -lll the romance: ~lr1pped
from my. hero.”

¢ Ah, this is the way; the world mll\.,
Alfred! iBut let us see what -happened.
Alfréd was ‘sitting quite at his ease on
his throne of Wessex... What:had lic to
fenr? He-would have laughed ifanyone
had warned him of coming, (lunbcr He
did laugh;no doubt, achen his holy kine-
man, St: Neot, reproved-him for fns sel-
fishness, s0: unworthy of -n Christian
king. ‘But, forall that, the storm came.
Gothirun, one of .the . Danish chiefs who
had beendriven from Alfred’s dominions,
kept a keen wateh upon the young king.
On- the very first day of ithe year 8(§
Gothrun sent to all his veterans to meet
him, on . horseback, at a certain plnce.
On the 6th of January, the Feast of the
Epiphany, the  pagan- Gothrun was:in
possession-of Clnppenlmm, the villa of
the, Christian king Alfred, on.the left
bank of the river Avon. . It is supposed
that ‘Alfred: was actually at Chippen-
ham when the alarm . was: gl\'en, but
managed toescape without falling intgthe
hands of the enemy.  But wherever:he
was hidden, hie saw himself surrounded
by heathen: b'\rbarmns and nlmout mtlx-
out ‘attendants

(¢« Not'a:.very plcmnnt posmon for m\
Alt‘red the-Great.”

; € Not very: ple(\snnt but. exuctly the
onhe. to- give.our. selfish-young king. a
chanceto think .about:theilife he Dad’
{ beenleading- This is.one:of . the bles-
sings’ of: nxuood Christian. training vin
one’s )outh ~He-had forgotten the | pre=
cepts - of- hisipious:. mother, Queen. -Os-

burga, while gitting securely: on. his.
‘throne:i“But-when

we:found himself,a
wanderer, hiding" from a pagan. enemy,
he remembered; with shame, the'selfish-.
ness ‘of :his prospenty, and: acknowl-,

dged, as any Christian would, that. he:
}m. brouwhtnll ‘these woes upon himself:

Instend: ot doingirash:things, as. he.was:

inclined.to do at first, he listened shums,
bly:to his, old Lhanes or, Jords. - Binally;.

he.dismissed «them altogether.from ats, .
tending upon him ;:and, alone,and. on, .
an: 1ela.nd in'the midst, of.n
1norassiin:Somersetshire. It rwas.to: this, =

foot, foun

island, ufmr“ardmculled,Ethelmgey or:

ZPrmce 8- Island, that all,who remgined:
,fmthfuluto A]fl\duﬂt Jast found, itheir, -
8 vuy Durmg Llns retrent, nlonexund on:




