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—practical perception of their responsibilities,

THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

culture n_hd grox_v'th—ifthey'knew indeed that SCeurity of the former. An ignorant people
an angel’s strength and an archangel’s glory (rising up like ¢ a great Jion,*? stirred to mad-
lay before them, and within their reach, if | ness by a false excitemen, will blindly over-
they only pursued the right way—they would [tuin the social fabrie, and prostrate it in
be furnished with a powerful motive to the | ruins.
taithful use of every endowment bestowed by | make a firn retnoastrance and resolute op-
God, and to the highest developement of | position to inju-tice, will not act blindly but
If men | wisely, and will take eare to leave the struc-

overy good element in their nature.
were properly instructed in the relations in

which they stood to all else——to God, and all [ they foundit,

which God has made-~they would be led toa

and a more thorough and conscientious ful-

filment of their duties as moral and account~ | not be held for a moment that we, as indivi-

able beings.

We have spoken of outward nature, and
adverted to the usefulness of a knowledge
thereof. In view of temporal advantages
merely, this is highly requisite. An acquaint~
ance with nature’s wonderful properties and
powers augments the conveniences and
comforts of a people. We do not require to
{llustrate this at any length. In a religious

point of view, also, an acquaintance with |10 impait to those who require it sound and

Through nature we
His works and

nature is highly useful.
are led to nature’s God.

ways proclaim his power, wisdom and good- of human natore and human responsibilities,

We have spoken also of a knowledge
of God. This is the highest, the saving
knowledae for man. Anysystem of educa-
tion for the people which left this out of view
would be rudically deficient. A “godless
education?? is no fit education for & human
being. It may be right to state here, how-
ever:lhat in saying this we should be sorry
10 be considered in any way ideutified with
those who have in recent times employed
this phrase as a party watch-word against
certain liberal and well intended educational
systems. We regard a godless education as
essentially defective. Yet we would not mix
up the tortuous guestions of controverted the-
ology with the instructions which a people
are to share in common, e would not in-
troduce sectarian divinity into our popular
schools and colleges. We would build up
the people together in religious concord.  We
would not disturb and scatter them by reli-
gions discord. In all education reference
should be made to God, for all acknowledge
a God. There are also ceriain great leading
principles of religion which are uuiversally
acknowledged—love to God and love to man
—the duty of ¢“doing justly, loving merey,
and walking humbly before God,”” and that
of ¢ doing unto all men as we would that they
slionld do untous.”” These, and such as these,
should form part of every system of popular
education. Asto the points in controversy
between the diflerent sects—transubstantia-
tion, the Trinity, election, predestination, and
the like, we would have tlese taught at
home, or by special teachers for snch pur-
poses at other places. We do not den?' the
right of all parents and all secls to tram up
their people in what dogmas they judge best,
but we would have them do so in a manner
not to mar the general harmony. Religion
has been already sufficiently degraded by the
disputes of religionists; and it is time that
all true, and good,-and serious men. should
strive to bring such unseemly disputes to a
close. _

It is only by the judicious education of a
people, we repeat, that their power can be
guided in a safe and salutary direction. If
this education be neglected, and the people
permitted to remain in ignoranee, there can
be no proper social security. The latent pas-
sions and powers lie there like the lLidden
elements of a voleano, and if any snificient
exciling cause call them into action, they
will break forth with a tremendous eruption
The.exciting cause may be proper and justi-
fiable, ot it may be improper and unjustifiable.
It may spring from a disregard of justice on
the part of the rulers, pressing the patience
of the governed beyond their power of en-
durance. Or it may spring from the machi-
nations of selfish and designing demagogues
who move the passions of the people to serve
their own interests. Anignorant people can-
not distinguish between the character of
theso causes ; but an educated people can.

ness.

Buta well informed people risiag 1o

ture of society better and more secure than

The task of educating the masses of the
people is oug which lies legitimately at the
door of national governments,  Yet it shoufd

duals, are relieved from all responsibility
Let us in the first place see that we lhave
proper knowledge ounrsclves.  And  then
we shall find that eacl of us has a sphere in
which he may do his past in educating the
people.  Let such of us as have families in-
stil salutary views and correct prineiples
there. Aud let all of us cast carefully around
us, and we may discover many opportunities

saving knowledge. TLet us strive 1o leam
ourselves, and to impart to others, true views

and of the relation in which men stand to one
another, and to God. Above all let us go
ourselves to Jesus, and bring others to him,
who was at once the Son of God and the Son
of Mauii—the visible image of the everlasting
Father, and the perfect pattern for humanity-.
From his lips, aud from his life, may all of us,
both young and eld, rich and poor, learn the
highest, the purest, the divinest knowlege
It i3 the spirit which comes from Him nand
from His Gospel, which alone ean biing to
society full sceurity, and erown it with per-
fect enjoyment. This binds it together by
ties celestial, and renders it safe and lasting
as the heavens.

—— e

CONTROVERSY AT MEADVILLE, PEXN.

Meadville is known to our readers as the
seat of a liberal theological school. Attacks
have been recently made there upon Unita-,
rian Christianity, and the representations put
forth from the Orthodox pulpits have not been
of the most scrupulously correet churacter.
Meadville, we perceive, fares ho better than
other places in this respect. A Rev. - Mr.
Kingsley, it would appear, has made himself
quite prominent in this warfare. His activity
hasaroused that of our friend Mr. Hassall,
formerly a Methodist Minister in this city,
but now a student at the Meadville Selinol.
He has propounded eighteen questions t) the
Rev. Mr, K, which we subjoin. 1t will be
seen that they are of rather a puzling
nature.  Verily it would be difficult to give n
satisfactory reply to them. -Mr. K. declined
to answer them because ¢ the individual
whose signature they bore was a stranger to
him.” Most persons will think it probable
that he nl:o had some other and stronger
reasons.

1. Did not you, in one of your present course
of Lectures, deelare that the Unitarians did not
believe in the plenary inspiration of the Scrip-
tures?

II. Do all Trinitarian commentators believe
in the plenary inspiration ol every book, chapter,
verse and phrase of tho common version of the
Scriptures?

III. Does Luther, Calvin, Clark, Griesbach,
Wesley or Arch-Bishop Whately believo in the
plenary inspiration ofevery book, chapter, verse
and phrase of the eonimon version of the Serip-
tures ?

1V. Do you believe inthe plenary inspiration
of every book, ehapter, verse and phrase of the
cominon Seriptures?

V. Does Calvin believe in the plenary inspira-
tion, or even in the gennineness of the 2nd Epis-
tle of Peter? Does he beheve that the epistle to
the Hebrews was written Ly Paul?

Vi. Does Luther believe in the plenary inspi-
ration, or even genuineness, of the episile of
James?

VII. Do not Wesley and Dr, Adam Cluark re-
jeet portions of the common version?

VI Wher Channing says, page 80, vol. 1,
as quoted by you, “Phese latter passnges we do
not hesitate to modily and restrain, and turn
from their obvious sense,”’ etc,, doesnotthe term
“ e evidently include all chiristians, and does
he not by the expression “latter passages’ refer
to aclass of passnges whieh Trinitariuns {uter-
pret as he does?

IX. When Trinitarinns  read these passages
“Iixeept ye eat the flesh ol the Son of man, and

Hence the security of the latter, and the in-

drink his blood, you have no lifein you? “Bat

to us there is but oae God, the Father” “ But
ye have an unction from the }oly One, and ye
KNow ALL Txgs?’ Do they, in interpreting
them, take their literal menning, or do they not
“modily and vestrain and tern them from their
obvious sense???

X. When Christ says, “ But of that day and
that bour kuoweth no maun, no, not the an-
gels which are in henven, neither the Son, but
the Father,” is it not the literal and obvious
seise that the Son is not omniscient ? and do not
you, and ‘Trinitarians generally in iaterpreting
this passnge, “modity and restrain and turn jt
from its obvions sense #7

XI. Do you know of an Unitarian chureh in
the United States where the * Improved Ver-
sion? referred 10 by vou, is used ?

XII. Do not the Uniwrinns assert that there
is o Unitarian congregation in the United States
which uses the “Improved Version?? and do
they not deny that it is of anthority in the deno-~
nunation ?

XIII. Does not Rev. John Wesley, when writ-
ing on the Calvinistic view of Predestination,
say to the Calvinistic view: * Then you have
either found a new God or made onel This is
not the God of the Christinns.  Our God is just
in all his ways, he reapeth not where he hath not
strowed 7

N1V, Does not Mr. Wesley again say when
writing on the same subjeety~—referring to the
Calvinists, “ And thus by these men’s account,
our Lord lost his labor of Love, and aceomplish-
eda SOLEMN NOTHING™»?

XV. Does not Mr. Wesley also say that “1f
Christ died not for all, then thoze who obey
Clirist, Ly going and preaching the gospel 1o
every creautrre, as glad tidings of grace and
peace, of areat joy to all prople, do sin thereby, in
that they oo to wnost people with a lic in their
mouth¥7? :

XVI. When Dr. Channing says *that they
take from us our Father in heaven, and substi-
tute for him a being whom we cannot love if
we would, and whom we ought notto love if
we could,” is it not plain from what f(ollows, as
well ag from what precedes, that he is refernng
to the smne system of religion which Wesley
says has *found or made a new God” a God
which is “not the God of the Cliristiuns®?

VII. Docs not Mr. Wesley say that ¢ thie doc.
trine of absolute predestination naturally leads
10 the chambers of death ¥7

XVIIL Is it proper for a person holding the
views of Wesley to fellowship with Calvanists 7

R. HASSALL.
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WAR,

A pamphlet entitled “ Considerations Re-
specting the Lawfulness of War under the
Gospel Dispensation,® has just reached us
through the Post-oflice. . We donot know by
whom it was seut, but it was highly aceept-
able. It was issued, as the subscription in-
dicates, by the Society of Friends, at their
last yearly meeting in New York city, and
bears the signature of their clerk. We wish
that every body of Christians would make it
a rale to ulter their annual testimony against
a practice so palpably abhorrent to the plain-
est principles of the Gospel.

With reference to the alleged unavoidable
ness of war, and the attempted justification
of it from the Old Testament history, the
pamphlet coutains the following paragraphs :

“Ttisindeed to be regretted, that no instance of
strictly vational eharacter has yet ocenrred, to
test the practicabilily of the principle for which
we plead,—an unreasouing reliance upon the
Omnipotent Avm for protection and defence,—
T'here is, however, o case to which we may re-
fer, of a strong character,ard sufficiently nation-
al for all the puarposes of our argutnent, Pen-
nsylvania, 1t is known, was settled by men who
believed that Christianity forbade war uuder
any and every pretext,  ‘They acted in strict nc-
cordance with this Lelief. They planted them-
selves in the midst of savages. T'hey were sur-
rounded by men who kuew notlung of written
treaties, or the obligations of revealed religion;
by men who were addicted to war in its nost
sanguinary and revoliing forms ;—and yet, for
more than seveuty years,! and up to the time
that the government of the Colony pussed ijato
other hands, they enjoyed uninterupted peace.
#¢The Pennsylvanians, says Clarkson, ‘be-
came armed, thongh withoat arms; they be-
came strong, thouglh without strength; they be-
came safe, witheut the ordinary means of safety.
For the greater part of v century, and never, du-
ving the administration of William Penn, or that
of his ?mper successors, was there a quarrel or
a war’'— Whatever the quarrels of'the Pennsyl-
vanit Indiaus were with others, they uniformiy
respeeted and held sacred, as it were, the tersi-
tories ol Witham Penn.’

“The sertlers of Pennsylvania, relying upon
Divine protection, placed themselves in'the midst
of savages, withont the means of resisting ng-
aression; and even savage magmimity felt the
appeal—suppressed the war-cry—and permitted
them to possess the land in undisturbed repose.
What a lesson, may we not ask, 1o Christian na.
tions!

« How painfully, how instructively, does the
situation- of other American colonies contrast
with thuig! We will not attempt to portray it;
bat refer to the blood-stained pages of colonial
history. .

« Will it be said that the same confiding spirit,
and peaceable deporunent, if practised in sin-

-

cerity and truth, towards nations professing the
benign religion of the Gospel, would be mors
dungerous, or less sunccessful? We trust not—
sucli n conclusion would be o libel upon man.
kind—a denial of the eificacy of the Christian re-
ligion—and an inexeusable distrost of the Provi-
denee and moral government of God.

1113 not vnuznal 10 attenipt a justification of
war tnder the Gospel dispensation, Ly referring
to the wurs of the Sews, under the dispensation
of the Law. It is conceded that many of these
wars were authorised by the Snpreme Ruler of
the nniverse, for purposes of his own inscrutable
wisdom ; but this Ligh authority cannot be
claimed Ly Cliristian nutions; and it has been
shown that the two dispensations are essentially
different——that holy men daring the continuance
of the legal dispensation, predicted, under the
influence of the spirit of proplecy, that the timo
would come when nation should cease to lift up
sword against narion, or to learn war any more.
We have seen that the Divine Author and
Founder of the existing dispensation, ealled the
attention of his followers to those violent and
vindietive passions, the indulgence of which
were allowed under the Law, for the express
putpose of cxcluding them from the code of
morals which it was His purpose to establish;
and that His immediate foilowers, and their sue-
cessors [or neacly two centuries, irmly believed
that war was forhidden by their Divine Master.
We huave shown that the conviction was so
solemnly scaled upon their consciences, that
when called by the rulers of that day to serve as
soldiers, no earthly consideration or suffering
could induce them to swerve frowm this article of
primitive Christian (aith.

We would farther quote the concluding
veflection ;—

% I conclusion, we wonld ask attention 1o one
view of the subject of war, which commends
itself with awful solemnity to the consideration
of all, and with pecaliar foree to those we are
now addressing. We refer to the oltimate—
1o the unseen consequences of war—to the final
state of the myriads of spirits, disembodied, it is
areatly to be [eared, while under the influence of
the most ferocions passions, amt sent unecalled,
into the world of righteous retribution.

¥ The reflection is awiul indeed—and must, we
would fain hope, command the most serions at-
tentionj—and by pradacing a firm conviction of
the utter incompatibility of war with the meek,
forgiving. aud peaceable spirit of the Gospel, tead
to increazed and enrnest efforts 10 eradicate from
the earth this scourae to the family of man,

S then, the fruits of war be anguish unspeak-
able, and buterness inthe latter end—how strong
—how poweifnl is the ciaim upon onr effurts to
oppose it, and restore the Chnreh to the siate of
purity in which it stood in the primitive period
of its existence !

this shall be'eflected j—when nation shall no
longer lift up sword against nation,and the peo-
ple shull learn war no more; but'the kingdoms
of this world shall become the kingdoms of the
Lord, and of his Christ.”?
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*HE Entire Works of WinLian ErLery
_ Cuaxyive, D.D:j in two volumes. _
The Entire Works of the Rev. OrviiLe
Dewey, D.D., Pastor of the Chureh of the
Mussiali, New York, one veolume, 8vo. pp.
887. . )

A CoMMENTARY oN THE Ioun Gosrris.
By the Rev. A. A. Livermore.

Tue IssgNTIAL FAITH OF THE UNIVERSAL
Cuuncr, Deduced from the Sacred Records.
By IHarviet Martineau.

La Tor pe L’Ecrise U~rvErserte ; D’-
AT RES LBs SaiNTes Icrirunes. Par Dlle.
Martineau. Traduit de PAnglais,

© BeripTURE Proors AND ScRripruran Ir-
LUSTRATIONS OF Usrramianism. By John
Wilson. 3rd Edition, revised and enlarged.
A CorLectTion oF Psatms ann Hymns
for Christian Worship. By the Rev. F. W. P.
Greenwood, D. D.

Pravers for the use of Christian Families.
With a Preface recommending the Practice
of Tamily Worship. By the Rev. J. Scott
Porter.

Lectunres oN Currstiay Doctrive. B
the Rev. A. Peabody, Pastor of the South
Congregational’ Church, Portsmouth, N. H.
Tie Arvorocy oF Tne Rev. TheorHILUS
Lixpsay, M. A., on_resigning the Vicarage
of Catterick, Yorkshire.

THe REMONSTRANCE OF A UNSTARIAN. Ad-
dressed- to the Right Rev. Thomas Burgess,
D.D., Lord Bishop of St. Davids. By Capt.
James Gifford, R. N,

LETTERS ADDRESSED To RELATIVES AND
Friexps, chiefly in Reply to Arguments in
Support of the Doctiine of the Trinily. By
Mary S. B. Dana, author of the “Southern
and Northern Harps,” ¢ The Parted Family,”
&e. .

Tur REcoLLECTIONS OF JoTHAM ANDER-
on. By the late Rev. H. Ware, Jr, of Cam-
bridge Universily, New England.

Sermons. By the Rev, F. W. P. Green-
wood, D.DD., Minister of King’s Chapel, Bos-
son. In two volumes. '

“ May the Lord in his mercy hasten the day
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