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cluded, he left the room with some indistinet
apology, anxious that no time should be lost from
his favorite pursuits. In pasing through the
hall leading to his apartments, the fluttering of a
white dress, and the rapid shutting of a door at
the other end, attracted his notice.

“Who could this person be # he asked him-
relf, *so mysteriously anxious to avoid me ¥ It
must be the pretty little sister of whom he had
had a flying glimpse the first day of his arrival,
but whose existence had almost escaped his
memory since then.  Impelled by a boyish feel-
ing of mingled curiosity and mischief, he strode
rapidly down the hall, and threw back the door
of the apartment into which the owner of the
white dress had vanished. Eva, for it was she,
was leaning breathless against the wall, and her
brother’s first act on witnessing her discomposure
and confusion, was to fling himself on a seat in a
peal of prolonged violent laughter.

“ Well, upon my word, Miss Huntingdon,” he
at length cxclaimed, mimicking to the life, his
mother's voice and manner, “I think the kind
interest your brother evinces towards you, calls
at least for some return,  Come, that won't do, my
cunning Eva,” he suddenly exclaimed, starting up
and seizing the arm of his sister, who had heen
silently cdging towards the door with the view
of making her eseape.  “ What are you afraid of
me fort  Thereisnothing ferocious or formidable
in my appearance that T am aware of, but I sup-
pose, handsome young gentlemen, with high spirits
and good lungs, are somewhat rare down in Cum-
berland, so the first of the species that you have
scen naturally startles you. In course of time,
however, I hope you will become more reconciled
to my exterior. To accomplish that, we must see
a little more of each other than we have hereto-
fore done, so we will begin by taking a walk to
gether to day. I am going out fishing and you
will accompany me, at least part of the way.”

“Oh! no, I cannot. Pray, Mr. Huntingdon,
Augustus, let me go?” and Eva struggled hard
as she spoke, to free herself from his tight grasp.

“ I will do no such thing, for you are an obsti-
nate little fool. Choose between coming out with
me, or standing pinioned here all day, for Tll
give up fishing, fun, cverything, rather than en-
courage your nonsensical whims by giving in.”

“ Release that young lady, instantly, Mr. Hun-

tingdon,” said a stern commanding voice behind
. hjm. ‘ ’

The young man turned, and cyeing the intruder,
who was Mrs. Wentworth, from head to foot, with

an air of ineffable disdain, at length coolly ex-
claimed :
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“ Pray, who the d 1are you?”

“ Your sister’s preceptress, sir, was the enld
reply. “And if you have no regard fur your
own character as a gentleman, I must request
that you will dicplay a little inore consideration
for Miss Huntingdon, whose: car has not been ac-
customed to such language as you have just in-
dulged in”

A long contemptuous whistle from voung Hun-
tingdon followed this speech, and then with a
smile, half sneering, half humorous, he re-
Jjoined:

“ And, pray, old lady, would you have the
kindness to inform me what sort of lunzuage ehe
has been used to?  Theological diseus-ions per-
haps, well seasoned with the attic salt of detrac-
tion and slander.” )

“ Miss Huntingdon, Ieave the room,” interrupted
Mrs. Wentworth,

“ Miss Huntingdon, stay where you are,” was
the prompt cdict of the other power.  Fva, afraid
to disobey either party, advauced a step or two,
then paused as she saw her brother with a rapid
movernent station himself before the door,

“ Do you darc to bar my passage, sir 1" asked
Mrs.~-Wentworth, her flashing eyes contradicting
the haughty ealmness of her tones.

“ Do not flatter yoursclf «o greatly, my dear
madan.  Had I a thousand doors, they would at
all times and scasons be joyfully thrown open for
your cgress.”

Mrs. Wentworth waited for no more, but with
a muttered threat about “ applying soon to lady
Huntingdon,” swept from the room.  The mention
of her mother'’s name acted like a charm on Eva,
and with a sudden spring she darted past Ler
brother into the passage, and gained Mrs. Went-
worth’s side. He, either Jisdaining pursuit, or
tired of the contest, contented himself with con-
temptuously exclaiming-as he ascended to his
apartment, “ What a precious pair of fools®”
Eva did not venturc out of her own room the
remainder of that day, but the following morn-
ing, just as she had entered on the day's tasks,
with inward aspirations more heartfelt than ever
for Mr. Arlingford’s speedy return, Morris entered
to eay, that lady Huntingdon requested Mrs
Wentworth to grant her pupil a holiday, if possi-
ble, as her brother wished to shew her the envi-
rons of the place, a duty, which lord Huntinz-
don’s pressing affairs had hitherto prevented him
doing. - Mrs. Wentworti. who had already dis-
covered that with the lady of the mansion, the
will of the epoiled heir was paramount, had no
alternative but to comply, whilst Eva, thankful
for o day’s freedom, mo 1natter how or by whom
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