.

THE CHRISTIAN.

June, 1891,

The Ohyistian,

JUNE, 1891

ST, JOUN, N. B.. - -

EDITORIAL,

CHRIST'S INVITATION.

“Come unto Mo all yo that labor and aro hieavy laden and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, aud learn of
Me; for I am meek and lowly fu heart, and ye shall find rest
unto your souls; for My yoke 15 easy and my burdex fs
Lght," (MaTr. xi:28-30.)

At this uwme Jesus was deeply grioved over the
oities which hud witnossed most of His mighty
works, because they repented not, and He foretuld
their dismal doom. Thoir deliberate and persistent
rejection of Him was moroe aggravated than the
crimes of Sodom, and they would have a more -
tolerablo judgment than that city. But mstead of
this hardened treatment turmwng away Hie of-
feotion from the lost, 1t only seomed to iutensify
His love for perishing humanity; and hence this
wonderful avitation, Whoen He saw all around
‘Him men laboring for that which is not bread,
graaping phantoms, and realizing disappuintinent
and grief, He calls them to Himaself, the only hume
and satisfaction of the soul.

1. We will firat consider the purty addressed.
It is a very large party, embracing all that labor
and -are heavy laden. Some supposo it to wean
only such us are deeply convicted of sin, and who
are -earnestly seoking a Saviour, Such a party is
comparatively small; and if Jesus only invites
-such, what is to become of all the rest of our
fallen race? Ho seat His gospel into all the world
to be preached to every crealure, but if only thuse
who -are deeply convicted for sin are invited to
Him the -great mass is left out. But this 18 not
Jesus’ way. He invites all the world — every
creature. God loved all. Ohrist tasted death fo:
every man,-and-He invites all .to come to Him.

Again, instead of men being truly convicted of
their sins before they comne to Jesus, it s by com-
ing to Him they gain this true conviction, It is
by looking to Jesus dying the dreadful death of
the cross for us that we see the enormity of our
sins againat God, as well as God’s wonderful love
toward us in giving us such a Saviour.

By the wenry anl heavy laden we underastand
those who are seeking satisfaction to their minds in
‘the things-which perish, but finding in them no
rest to their souls, Everything seen is temporal
and cannot satisfy the uonseen, which is eternal,
But Jesus can save the svul— can satisf; and fill
1t forever, and all who como unto Him are and wll
be forever satisfied.

2, “Come unto Me.,” He that cometh unto
God wmust believe that he is,” etc. He that cometh
unto Jesus must believe that Ho is the Son of the
living God. When Jesus was eutering into pubhc
life God said: ** Thou art My beloved Son in whom
Lam well pleased.” This is God's record of His Son.
This ‘men beheve with all their hoart, aud thus
sat to their seal that God is true. What a glorious
relief to those who are laboriag in vain to find rest
to-their souls to como to the Son of God, who died
for their sins and rose again for their justification.
Their iniquities are forgiven. They have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Ohrist. They
sup- with Jesus and He sups with them.

3. “TakeMy yoke uponyow;” A yoke joins two
parties ‘together, and is, hence, something plain.
The Jews used oxen firat by yoking, thea by train-
‘ing-them ‘for labor. The implement which joined
two oxen together was the literal yoke, Figura-
tively the formula of law which brought thom
legally under-the ‘Rcman government was the yoke
of that-gcvernment. The law of matriage -was its
yoke. :Cireumcision.was-the -yoke of Moses.(Acts
xv:10), and baptism is the yoke of Ohrist. This is
plainly seen by comparing this passage, in which

Jesus uddresses the pupils, with the commission
(Matt. xxvi1i:19-20) 1 which He addressed the
teachers. In (he commission Ho says: lst. “‘ Gu
teach or disciple,” ote. 2ad. ** Baptizing thom,”
ote. 3rd. ** Leaching thom to obserso all things
which I have commanded,” otc. In this paasage
Ho says: 1st, *‘ Come unto Me.” 2nd, Tuke My
yoke,” ete. 3rd. Learn of Me,"ete. Su for “*teack” or
** disciple** we have ¢ Comc unto Me,” for ** Bup-
tizing” we have, *‘Take My yoke;” and for ** Leuch-
ing them to observe all things which I have commanded
yor * we have, *‘ Learn of me.” It i3 fortunate
that we heie the same writer 1ecording tho
Saviour's words un the same subject under differ-
oat circumstances, as wo can thereby the better
understand the wattor. Al who accupied Jesua®
wvitation wore baptized, so that the Pharisces
had heard that Jesus made and baptized moro dis-
ciples than Johu. Jesun in tlas place makes a
clear distiuction between His yoke and His burden,
just as Be does in the commissiun between baptism,
which was commwanded 1 order to become disciples,
and the all things which the apostles were to
toach them after thoy had become disciples. The
differenco is the same as between taking the outh
of allegiance to a government, and attending to
the dutios of truo subjects — between enlisting in
the army and fighting his country's battles.

4. “‘Learn of Me." Disciples, like children, have
everything to learn. Their training is for eternity,
and their school time is short, Every ov.lis taught
around them, and they are ready to receive what
tho world is su ready to teach. The old serpont,
the Deovil, 18 always on the alert, and will, if pos-
sible, by his skill and malico effect their ruin.
They need the Saviour. They need Him every
hour, and Ho says: *‘ Learn of Me,” He is »
leader as well as a Saviour, and the traimng for
oternity He will not cntrust tv others, but says,
“Follow Me.” Hetellsushow He met and overcame
every enemy, and shows how we may do it by
stopping in His foutprints, His life was spent in
doing good to othors, and if we are His disciples
He tolls us to study and practico the same. Hae
crowning act was giving Himself a ransom for
others, and what He particularly enjuins upon usis tv
crucify tho flesh, with its affections and lusts, p si-
tively dhsuring us that He who saveth his life shall
lose 17, but he that loseth his life for Jesus’ sake
shall save it.

But to have the sympathy of Jesus and His
teaching is a happiness that turns even self-denial
‘nto a luxury. Who can describe the friendship
snd confidence of Him who gave up the compaay
of angels that He might be hia noacest and dearast
friend both for time and for eternity. He says,
therefore: My yoke is easy aud My burden is light,
Circumcision was a yoke which, if taken by Gentile
Christians would make them debturs to keep the
whole law, and the apustle Peter opposed putting
it upon the neck of Gentile converts, alleging that
neither the Jews nor their fathers were able to bear
1t (Acts xv:10); but Jesus’ yoke is easy and His
burden light. All that Jesus commauds BRis dis-
ciplee is light. It flows from a heart of infinte
love and is commanded because it is for the best
interest of those who receive it. Their service is
a service of love. ¢ Blessod aro they that do His
commandments that they may have a right to tho
tree of lifo, and may enter through the gates into
the city.”

ARR OF SAVING, NOT SAFERIY.—Rev. Dr. Mac-
kenzie says that he has no sympathy with the idea
that is commonly associated with the phrase “*ark
of safety,” Not Noah’s ark, but Paul’s, is the
noblor type. The ship did not so much in saving
on the atormy Adriatic a8 did Paul himself. But
for him and his great soulful courage and trust in
God, all would have been wrecked. Our work is
uot merely to securo our own safety, but to save
others. ‘Lo, God hath given theo all them that
sail with thoo.”

Originwd  Contvibutions,

ORGANIZATION,

Thia subjuct has beon before us a number of
years, and the mora we agitato it the more we sve
1ts 1mportance, and tho bettor wo nnderstand what
1t 18, and how Lo organizo, Wobstor tulls us that
an *“organism consists of parts, of which the
functions of cach are essential to the existeace vf
the whole, and of each of the parts.” Hence, to
orgamzo 18 to ** areange ur constitute in parts, each
having a special function, act, office, or relation.”
This may celato to the **human iutellect, or to
wstitutions, as a scionce, & government, or an
army,” and wo may add, or a chirch,  The apostlo
in 1, Cor. xi1:12-20, teaches very clearly the samne
lessun by telling us the church is a body, which
must, therofore, be an organization. Tha budy is
wade up of wmany parts or members. ‘¢ For the
body 18 nut one member but many. ' Each membor
has its particular place and use. The foot, the
hand, the eye, the ear, have thoic own mission or
offico; but thoy cannot say, becauso they are not
of the same oftice that they are not therefore
mombers of the body or organizition, ¢ for they
are all memuvers one of another.” ¢ The eye cannot
say unto the hund, I have no need of thee; or the
head to the feot, I have no nced of you.” In
Ephesians iv:16 we read that, *‘ From whom the
whole body fitly joined tugether by that which
overy jowut supplieth, according to the eoffectual
working m the measure of every part, maketh in-
crease of the body unto the edifying of itself in
love.” Here wo observe the closo relation and
mutual communion of the members of the body,
or church. Hero also 38 scen the vitel connection
that ono part, or member, sustains to the other;
all orderly, closely, aud firmly united to each
other. Thus, accnrding to the effectual working
of every part maketh increass of the body.
Each member is communicating to others of what
1t has recvived. Strength and life is couveyed to
all in their proportions, and according to the state
and exigence of every part. This makes very
plain the true idea of organization, It is not the
idea vf a company or assembly, but a living, vital,
acting union of all the members. Too many of
our churches are only assemblics. They have -no
special interest in each other, and therefore no vital
connection, snd of such it cannot be said they are
‘* one of anovther.” Such a company of people, hiow-
over closely th. y may adhere to doctrine, cannot
be called an organization. The Saviour says in
John xv:5: ‘“He that abideth in Me and I in
Him the same bringeth forth much fruit.” If the
branch does not bring forth fruit, it is because it
i8 not in the vine. This is equivalent tu the idea
abuve expreased, 1. e., that an inactive person is not
a part of the body or organization. He may have
a formal relation but no living connection, and is
not thereforo part of the organization, The dead
branch has no moro connection with the tree before
it is cut off than afier. In one sense it belonga'to
the tree whether united or separated from it, but
in the sense of union it must be a living branéh,
and only in this sense can it be part of the tree.
There can be no living organization only by living
members. A dead or inactive member is no part
of any organization or body. )

When we find professors who assemble, time
after (imo, to worship the Lord and to attend to
the ordinances of the Lord's house, and at the
same timo the church work is neglected, little or
no intercst is manifested in the welfare of dach
other or in tho growth of the church, we say,
unhesitatingly, the trouble is in the lack of organi-
zation. As we sea just auch a condition of thiigs
tc-day, we are led to make our strohg, éarnest plea
for a botter organization among us.



