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ON THE CLOSE oF THE GHEATEST CENTURY
SINCE THE APOSTOLIC AGE,

Many thoughts crowd the mind and
momory as wo enter upon a new year and a
new century and conform to the necessary
changes. It will be long before our pens
refuse to dato 1800, which they have been
always doing from our earliest recollection.
‘The pen follows the memory and the mem-
ory couforme to changing time. But al-
though years and centuries pnys away, ANNO
DoMINt remains the same, and while all
civilization are continualiy ropeating ¢ TRE
YeAR oF oUr Lowp.” Whether thoy so un-
derstand it or not, they are constantly pro-
claiming t6 mankind that at a given pointin
past time He was born who is ¢ I'HE DEsinE
OF ALL NaTIoNs” and s now ers dawned
upon our race which is never to grow old,
but to increase in brightness until the king-
doms of this world shall have become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.

At the Saviour’s birth, a multitude of the
heavenly host descended, surrounded with
the shining glory of the Lord, praizing God
and saying, ‘ Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth, peace, ood will toward men.’
We are permitted to join in that wonderfunl
song at tho close of this the greatest century
since the apoatles’ age and toenjoy that peace
and good-will.  Who has such abundaut rea-
gon as man to praise God for his unspeakable
gift.

Who can adequately contrast the advan-
tages of the world to-day with those of a
hundred years ago, or tell the benefits to men
of advanced light on ncarly every subject, on
‘the blessings of freedom from slavery and
from tyranny of every kind. TFar above all
the reat are the blessings to the world from
the spread and triumphs of the gospel of
Christ. A hundred years ago it was consid-
ered a crime to send the gospel to the heathen,
and the few who attempted the like wero
denounced unsparingly by suint and sinner.
It is notgo to-day. 'The mindsof true Chris-
tians are wonderfully changed on this subject,
when they see that on his rising day Jesus
acked of his Father and received the heathen
a8 hig inheritance and the uttermost parts
of the carth for his possession. Ps. ii, 7, S.
Acts xiii, 83. After Jesus had by the grace
of God tasted death for every man, and God
had raised him from the dead and had made
him this gift, he claimed every man and
woman in all the world; and his last charge
on earth to his people was to tell every person
this, and on what terms he would save them.
Mark xvi. 15, 16.

When this is understood, there is no work
more important and precious to the Chris-
ian than to preach the gospel to cvery crea-
ture as far as he can, and this has been glori-
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ously done by many in 1800. Where ten

ave preachod tho gospel to the heathen at
its beginning, thousands have preached to
them at ics close, and where hundreds of
dollars have been annually spent to support
such preachers, millions have been raised at
its close, and the work is growing steadily
evory year. In every country where the gos-
pel is preached, people are turning from idols
to worship God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.  Whole islands of degraded canni-
bals are converted to the love and worship of
God.

@2d’s manifold goodness in the past inspires
hope for the future. We hope, because this
is possible with God, that the new century
will excol tho past especially in tho success
and triumphs of the gospel both at home and
abroad. Of this there are many favorable
indications. Christisn union and Christian
labor werv the elosing cry of the century.
Both the pulpit and the pew seem more con-
cerned about Christ than creed. Prenchers
pray and preach together and seem willing to
talk in friondly terms over their differences
and the possibility if not the probability of a
an:on in Christ.  Both preachers and people
appear more willing than formerly to examine
their points of agrcoment as well as their
differences and to reahize that none can afford
to be mistaken ir their trentment ~f the truth
of God, and above all that Christian union
has even more to do with the heart than with
the head. Christ's new commandment is all
powerful in accomplishing such union, and
the more 1t is cultivatad the greater reason
we have for hope. In Jesus’ prayer for the
oneness of fiis peoplo is seen his ardent love
for them and his compassionate desire for the
world’s salvation. ¢ That the world may be-
licve that thou Last sent me.” 1n proportion
then as Christiang are one will the world
believe. Let us rejoice then at the favorable
indicationsof Christian union and the world’s
salvation and do all we can for the advance-
ment of both, so that our prayer may be in
unison with that of the Great Intercessor
recorded in the seventeenth chapter of John,
When discouraged by our weakness and the
strong opposition of the woild, the flesh and
the devil, let us remember the high priest of
our confession who will not fail us in time of
need. *“This man because ho continueth ever
hath an unchangeable priesthood. Where-
fore he is able to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for them.” (Heb.
vii, 24, 25).

How blessed it is to come to God and to
como to God by Christ. Lo ke near God is
man’s happiness and glory, to be separated
from him is man’s deepest suffering and dis-
grace. Jesus in silence could endure the
cross and despise the shawe, but separation
from God drew from his breaking heart the
loud cry, ¢ My God ! my God, why hast thon
forsaken mo!” On accourtof us and our
sins he was separated from (od, and on ac-
count of Christ and his work we draw nigh

This man has an unchangeable priesthood

and is able not only to save na from our past
sins but also from every sin and from every
foe until all danger is past and we enter the
pearly gates.

Everything around us is changing and
mony things are fitted to disappoint and
crush us, Our nearest and dearest frionds
pass from our sight, and all things seen are
temporal. DBut the unseen God being near
us turns all our losses into eternal gain,
While in the charge of ‘“ this man ” our very
weakuess is joyfnl because his strongth is
made porfect in weakness,

The Jews often suffered disappointment
and loss by tho death of their high priest,
and as this was liable to ‘occur at any time
th y were in continual uneasiness and fear.
But this man becauso he continueth ever hath
an unchangeable priesthood and his gentle
voice over says, *‘ Because I live yo shall livo
also.”

IIe was in the world and slthough the
world hated him it did not overcome him.
His love wasstronger than the world’s hatred,
He checrs us with the fact that he has over-
come the world. It is his by right of his
Father’s gift, on account of his death for it.
He now claims the uttermost parts of the
earth as his possession, and while he sends us
out to cultivate it for him und gather into
his fold the souls he has purchased by his
blood, let us not be afraid or ashamed of a
work so just, so glorious and good, but labor
and sacrifice and, if needs be, suffer until
with all our unworthiness we hear from his
own mouth the glad ““weil done.”
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The infant church was small in numbers
—about ‘““a hundred and twenty names,”
There was not much of promise in this little
company for the accomplishment of great
things. Doubtless no great thing would ever
have been done by them if left to their own
strength.

Bat those humble ones, few in number and
obscure, mostly from tho somewhat despised
province of Galilee, assembled in an upper
room at Jerusalem, were the Lord’s chosen.
This was the nucleus of the Church, Tbijs
was a geed, cast into the earth, and destined
to bring forth an abundant harvest, It was
waiting for power. When quickened by the
gift of the Spirit on Pentecost, this infant
Church began to be the most astonishing
force which has ever enlered human society.

One startling featurc of the life of this
carly church was its rapid growth. The one
hundred and twenty names of the upper
room had three thousand added to them in a
day. Pentecost was a tida) wave, bearing
the infant church upon its bosom and carry



