
qÙtil rItgf COtÙMBA COtI(MERCiAL Jôuki4Al.

211F) CANAL QUESTION.

We gatlier froin the supblemient ta the
annuiti report ai the Departnienw. ai Rail.
waya and CanaIs, tuat tht quantity af
grain that passed down the 'Walkand
Canal anid vas trtnmhipped at Canadien
parts ta Mantreal during the. seasan ai
îsui was 2î0.801 tons, upan which a refond
was mnade of 18 ccnt-s per ton ta the
atiioun' ai $49,83. 0f tht 20,527 taus af
grain passed down tht Welland Canal ta
United States parts during the urne
period 17,817 tons were transhipped at
ogdcnsburg and passed down the St. Law-
renice cAnais ta Montreal. Upan these
transliprnents no refund was miade.
Moreover, the sme report shows that
wlîile the receiptï ut Montreal las?. year by
St. Lawrence canais show an Increase ai
54.069 per cent., the receipts by water at
New York show a decrease ai 6.71
per cent., and by rail ai 22).61 per cent.
According ta dispatchel troan Ottawa,
WVashington and elseviiere, tht nilsunder.
standings over tht reiuuds referred ta
above are ln procesej oi aajustment, the
Anierican government havlng made strang
representations as ta the disabilities under
whaich they ame suIT.±rlng an this acraunt.
This entire subject, as we ,earn, vas the
main subjcct cansidered at a cabinet
cauncl held In Montreal at tht end oi the
week, the decision aruîved at being thut
Canada, sooner titan give the Amreans
grounds of offense and occasion for vhat
they --rrn retaliatory ineasurep, wiii modify
the. exiiutlng systena at tht close af tht
present seasan. This taik ai retaliation
and, Indeed, tht act ai retailatian Itel Il
a tremendous weapan that tht Anrerican%
have used and are uslng, as it terrlbly
disadrantagea us. In aine cases ont af
ten, it la% a nitre pretence, vith the beip af
which they ame enabled ta do us lnjury,
and deinonstratea that, at leaat an their
part, the Raod ùelghbonhaod betvten us fa
more a pretence than anything tise.

BUILDING REO UL.4TIONS.

The ntw building by.iawa ai tht clty ai
Boston, arc veli worthy tht attention ai
the Municipal autharlîles ber. Un-
der theni "no buildings, exceptiag
wharf shedi% and grain elevaLtars, shall
hereafier beput up having a height et
mare than 70 feet or an arta, greater than
10,000 square feet, unies. etrictiy af incom-
bustibie materls. No building, ta be
ued ahovt tht Oipt floar for mercantile,
niunuf.acturing or storage purp9ses, tan
ho put up having a sighât of 'note than 45
fect unîtes constructed vhoiiy of Iucam-
bu.stibie niaterial or wlth tight floors of
groovtd planits at lcast tva loches thlck.
Noa building ofiany klnd or material wiii
hereafler be allowed excoeding a helzb t of
M2 feet, and brick, atone, or iran buildings
muet have party or beurlng valis ai brick
carricd at lemat onc foot above the roof.
These mnuet be piastered directly upon
ectber -eoiId maaonry or nietal lathing.
Ail calunins or beamas bearing welgbt
muet ho protected by brick, terra, caMta or
other IncombuiLble anateril Dooirways
In partton -vralis cauDaL exceed tva umpon
each Iloor, and tues. muet, bc protected
double, tin.aovered doorm bang ta Iron
trames. Buildings, except office aud

dwelinge wlthin 30 teet ai an expasing
openfng, muet have tire proof ahutters,
and ail elevators muet b. ai moid brick or
other Incombuntible materlai, and the
openinis furnimhed wlth metal-covered
doors."

Wu are quite ready ta believe, thut the
adoption ai sorne such an ordînance as the
above, even mare speclicaliy adupted,
perhapa, ta aur conditions, wauid nat
camrnend Itself ta nomne ai aur aldermen,
Inusrnuch a It wouid entail mate outlay
an tuer part and on Chat of nme of the
masbechu whom they specialiy repreaent,
In the buildings wbich they run up ta
rent; but unteas they are equai ta the
situation they viii land that the under-
wrlters wiii Increase their rates af pre-
miurn, as they did saune years ago in tht
clty ai Quebec. whtre the rlsks vert en-
banced by the. combustible character ai
tht buldings ofTered for Insurance atd tht
inadequacy oi the mater supply and the
applian ces with whlch ta contend againat
conflagration. As ir as tiey gobath tht
men and tht material belonging ta tht
Victoria lire brigade are ai an excellent
ciasa, but there are nat enough ai them 'vile, as vas speciuiiy evldenced at the.
lire ut Spring Ridge, tht vater mains did
nat reachi lar enaugh, and the buildings
consurned wert shelis thut bumned almost
as quickîr as matches. It lu truc that tht
Boston by.law reaches far and avay be.
yond the clans af bulldings that vo have,
abven lu the centre ai tuis clty; but If
tuere tht, d.., nat consîder exlsting-corn-
paratively high.ciass structures up to the
standard ai requirmrenta, Ia what condi-
tion may ve uaL regard aur clty as bting t

QUARANTLNE STATION&

"To-morrow r vas tue watchward wl th
which tht late Sîr John M2acdonald vag
credlted; how notta dosa tliing" aPPear
ta be a taicrabiy correct drAnition ai thtý
poiicy ai the Abbottadmi.lmtrati>n. It lu
announced thut the uew pier at the
quarantine station beiow Quehet le about
ta o b nder'.ken right away; tue saome
vas sald about neceasary additions and
Improvementa ta the establishmnt atV
Albert Iltad; but where la anything
reafly being donet We ahouid ho glad ta

sS lss taik and mort vork. Tht former
la cheap. and vhile Dominion necessIties
demand that msny thingsbedonepiticai
exîgencles stand In the vay. and this ban
doubtiesa caubed the Governinent ta adopt
the formerPmemier's plan ai non-action ;
but for *'the novelty af tht thing " the
frtah name has been appiied ta Ir- Tht
seaporta af aur neighbors are careiuiiv and
Intelllgently guarded by tht beat ap.
pliancees known ta modem sanitary
science, ile we are at tht mcrcy bath ai
choler and amalipax.

Tan saluion pack an the Skeena River
bas. according ta latest adrices, been corn-
pleted, aud before long this be-sncb af
operations ln other parts ai tht province
viii bave been brought, go an end for this
meason et lest. Prices scent Ilkely toi
imprave, snd iL la hoped thet belore
anather year cornes round matters viii
have »c adjusted tbemneiv.s that, bath
production and "si vill ho ou a more
satlslactaRi 1mai..

EDI2'ORIAL NOTES.

"A RnEADzR," a gentleman of mrn bust.
neas prominence. reruarks, in connection
wlth the, clty sewerage system, thut the
apathy aof -the Aldermen suggems ta hlm
the. scripture reference ta the mant who la
bis undertakings had neglected ta count
the cost, and ta the practical cxperlencca
of the person who, campeiied ta aban.
don a building whlch ho haît started,
cauued it to be piscarded "-s Foily."

A iRojECT whlch, on tiie fir8t, brueb,
was iavorabiy regardeli, via., that af a lire
insurance exhuhit at the World'à Fair, In-
citading fire.praaf building construction
and fire.preventing appliances, bau fallen
through, many af the. lcading campanles
whose hearty co-operation would have
enoured Ite aucces having held back tosce
what».be others wouid do. Foreigu tom-
panies, it lis warthy cf note, wvere flot the.
only anes ta procrastinate, but lirat-claas
American Institutions aaaurnd the sme
position.

A nuxait was rccentiy current lu Mon-
treai, which It ia only fair to &&y was
denleli, thut au Engllnh syndicate bad
offéeud twa million pounds for the Cana.-
dian Pacifie Telegraph lines. If there was
no truth lu the tory, where dld It corne
tram? Experience has shown that, in
mo6t, cases, rmors haire nme fonaation,
or at lest bail tme abject lu belag cir-
cnlated, and in a case like this the mtory la
none the worse for being repeated. It
shows the way the wlnd la biowing, and la
ua an indication of the importance ta
which what ln veritably a branch of the
great Canadien Pacifie Rallway systemn
bas growu.

OcuE &gain ban the charge af afflclal
neglect ta b. made against the Dominion
authorities We have mare than once fiued
a bill af particulars reciting grievances ai
which British Columbia had to complain,
and again nat we alont, but the press ai
the province, ai Canada, and af Great
Britain alo. have occasion to grovI about
tht officiai negleet that haa lmrperilled the
Imperl fiagship an the Pacifie station
and placed in Jeopsrdy the hundreds ai
lives with vhich she was nianned. The
tIme bas. lnédeed, arrived for a thorougb
survey af tht waters af British Colunabia,
in oriler that charte may be obtalaed that
are really reliable.

FOREIGN MOAL SHIPMENTS.

The followitâ ame the shlpnienta for the
week endlng Auguat, 13.-

2NKw VAX*40UrVm col Mc sma'j'r<o.
Date. Vend anci DUUdIinWoI. Ton&s

&. Tyco. ti'.Port Townscd ........ a
Ml cricutai, ahip, SanFacso . .

The. old-establiabed business of Meusrs.
Mathers & M1illiga, New Westnàinsjter,
has chauxed bands, the Biseknau & Rer
Miliing Co.. of VlctorLa, having bought
out the goodwili, buaines, stock, etc.
The. business wiii be rua as beote ou tht
sme prends., on Front street. The
managmeat Kew Westminster wiii te
Meurs. W. IL Mters suad W. I.LRer.


