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Mr. Joseph Chamberlain has not yet
fulfilled his promise to provide relief
-for old-age poverty, but he has an-
nounced that a select committee shall
be appointed for an investigation of the
subject. Meanwhile he has introduced
a bill the purpose of which is to givep
dustrious and thrifty workiogmen
homes of their own. The measure to
which we refer proposes to give to the
oceupiers of small houses in English
towns the same {ucilities for becoming
the owners of their houses as have been
given to the owners of small farms in
Ireland. The purchase mouney, how-
ever, is to be advanced not by the im-
perial Government but by local auth-
orities, who are strictly limited as to
the amov.. applicable for the pur-
pose. WL tever, for ingtance, the ex-
penses acciuing under the bill rise
above the rate of a penny in the pound,
the bill will cease to be uperative un-
til the expenses sink below that limit.
in no case is compliance with the biil
obligatory on alocal community, or on
any present individual owner. It is
only when the actual owner of houses
occupied by workingmen 1s willing to
sell, and the local authority 13 willing
to advance part of the purchase
money, that the transaction will be
authorized. The appraised value,
moareover, of a house to be purchased
must not exceed 81,500, and the maxi-
mum sum to be advanced in further-
ance of the purchase thereof is to be
$1,200. The remainder, that is to say,
one-fifth of the whole, must be fur-
nished by the workingman who is to
become owner of the dwelling, and
he will also be called upon to repay
in anm:al installments the money ad-
vanced. If the installments are not
paid regularly, or if the house is not
maintained in a sound and proper con-
wition, the local authority, which is,
practically, a ,ortagee, is to huve
power to enter and sell the premises.
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One object brought against the pro-
jeot is that it tends to interfere with
the mobility of labor; that is to say,
to constrain a workingman to remain
in a given place, although hig interests
may call him elsewhere. This objec-
tion is met by a provision which en-
ables workmen to transfer their hold-
ings with the utmost facility. All
ownerships arising under the.bill are
to be registered by the local author-
ity, and transfers of ownership are to
be mads on payment of a fee not ex-
eeeding $2.50. Moreover, if an own-
or's work draws him away bhsfore be

can find an individual purchaser for
his dwelling, the local authority is em-
powered 1o take it at a price to be
fixed by arbitration. A more serious
oriticism of the bill is based on 1he
prediction that the burden of supply-
ing the purchase money, although tem-
porarily placed upon the local nuth-
orities, will eventually be devolved up-
ony the imperial treasury. Whatever
the cost of Lhe scheme may prove Lo
be, it will be just so much deducted
from the local funds applicable to
other uses, and, even us 1t is, the de-
mands are incessant for the replenish-
ing of local funds from the smperiat
oxchequer. In 1885 the fraction of the
imperiul 1evenues annually alienated
tv local purposes was $28,600,000; at
present the amount attains the gig-
antic totui of §47,500,000.
——

What now renders the framng of a
budger s0 difficult a task for Lhe
Chancellor of the Exchequer 1s the
formidable extent to which the imper-
il Goverameat has assumed burdens
that used to fall upon local authori-
ties It is sometimes said, by way of
1eply, that the payer of local rates s
the same person as the payer of imn-
peria! taxes. Even il thati were true,
1t would seem wasteful to draw money
froms a person by a tux only to re-
turr it to him after much expense
and delay. If, on the other hand, the
payer of local rates is a different per-
son from the payer of imperial taxes,
it would seem unjust to take mopuy
from the latter ana then allocate it
to the former. ln spite of the opposi-
tion which it iy likely to encounter,
not only from the ltadicals but from
some of the Conservativey, there is but
little doubt that Mr. Chamberlain’s
bill t¢ enable workingmen to own
theic dwellings, will become a law in
the course of the present year. It
will be a highly interesting experi-
ment that we shall then begin to wit-
aess.

The reported decision of the German
Government to promote the all-
througk route between Cape Towan and
Cairc has an interesting bearing on the
project in which the German Emperot
has been much interested since his
risit to Palestine, namely, the estah-
lishing of direct communication by
rail between Constantinople and Cairo.

When the gaps at present existiny
in this great world-route are filled in,
it will be possible to travel from any
point in Furope direct to Cape Town

without ¢ven a glimpse of any of the

greal seas or oceaus, Scme sections
of the route between Constantinople
and Cape Town, via Cairo, are already
built. The gaps that require to be
fille¢ in, are, first, that between Kai-
sorieh, in Asia Minor, and Damascus,
in Syria, passing through Marash, Ain-
tab, Aleppo and Hums., The section
between Damascus aod Miserib, al-
ready built, is the continuation of the
Beyrout-Damascus railway. ‘The sec-
ond gap is batween Miserib and Egypt.
The present intention appears to be to
rur a line from Miserib, which lies to
the castward of the Sea of Tiberias,
by way of Ks-Salt and Kerak, east of
the Dead Sea, to Maan, one of the prin-
cipal stations ou the Syrian pilgrim-
age route to Mecca. From there a
brancl. 13 contemplated to Kalat-el-
Akabah, at the head of the Gulf of
Akabah, the northeastern arm of the
Red Sea, while the main line would
run westward, by the snuth of Mount
Hor, to some point on the Suez Canal,
whete it would effect # junction with
the railway to Cairo.

The prolongatiyn of the line from
Maun ‘to Mecca direct, or by way of
Kalat-el-Akuban, whence it would fol-
low the Egyptian pilgrimage road to
Mecca, would bo a mutter for afler
considerution. 'be present project deals
only with the cunnection between Syrvia
and kgypt, which might follow anoth-
er route from Miserib by the valley
of the Jordan ard eust of the Dead
Sea, instead of the line mentioned. The
Alrican gap is between Khartoum and
Buluwaye. The Jine that will connect
these two points will not pass entire-
ly through British territory, but is in-
terrupted by a section of considerable
length through German East Africa.
For this reason and otherr of amil-
tary nuture, the policy of extending
the Egyptian end ¢f the line be-
yond Khartoum, or further than the
Abyssinian ‘rontier on one side and
Darfur on the other, is at the pres-
ent time severely criticised in England.

The disposition of the British Gov-
ernment appears to be to make haste
slowly in the matter, and for the pre-
senl there is no very fervent desire
to have any railway connection estab-
lished between Egypt and Syria, with
the prospect of the extension of the
Anatolian Rainlway tu Damascus. Such
a connection would bring abvut acom-
plete revolution in England’s military
and political position in Egypt and de-
prive her of the exceptional advan-
tngo she at present enjoys through her
control of the communications with
Egypt by sea by means of hur fleet.
Onco the railway communication
through Asia Minor and Syria to the

Egyptian frontier is perfeoted, a
Turkisly army can be collected yith
cbmparative e¢ase, and beyond the
range of the guny of a fleet, at some
point where its presonce alone will he
productive of great inconvenience to
the British Administration in ‘Egypt.
The inconvenisnce will be greater atill
if the through line to Buluwayo is
completed, and, under the arrange-
ments with Germany, it becomes more
or less an international highway.

Under the circumstances it is not
surprising thuat ¢ number of influen-
tial Anglo-Africans and several mili-
tary experts who have gone into the
subject have come to the conclusion
that both from the commereial and im-
perial point of view Mr. Rhodes’ scheme
ia open to the most serious objections.
It is admitted that in itself the con-
struction of the .hrough line from
Khartoum to Buluwayo is u desirable
thing, but now that the expediency of
building it has been openly question-
ed from the standpoint of British in-
terests generally, the mattor assumes
an entirely new complexion. 'The ar-
guments that have heen put forward
ngains' carrying on the line beyund
Khartouw for the present are said to

have created o profound im-
pression in  influential quarters
in Lngland; and this would

account for the unwillingness of the
Government tv accede to Mr. Rhodes’
demund for a guarantee of the inter-
est on the cost of his road. There are
alse several questions affecting the
control of the countries lying on eith-
er side of the Nile Vallay hetween
Khartoum ana the equutorial lakes yet
to be settled before the construction
of an all-throcugh route can he car-
ried out expediently.

For many years the Russian calen-
dar, whioch is also in use in Servia,
Bulgaria and Greece, has been twelve
days behind that of the rest of the
civilized world. Beginning next year,
and until the year 2100, the Russian
calendar, unless reformed meanwhile,
will be counted as thirteen days be-
hind that of other nations. The rea-
son is that civil time is still measured
in Russia by the old Julian calendar,
which makes the solar year longer
than it really is by eleven minutes and
a few seconds. Roman Catholic coun-
tries adopted the reformed or Gregor-
ian calendar 817 years ago, thus mak-
ing the civil year practically identical
with the tiue or astronomical year.
The very fact that a Roman Pope
brought about this reform set Protes-
tant countries against it, and the Gre-
gorian calendar was not adopted in
Great Britain till 147 years ago.
Ignorant folk believed that they had



