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for his labors by lus own people before
lus deatli. Thle "Unities?' were observed
generally by the Frenchi poets, and tliey
were veiy severe in tijeir criticisins on
tiiose wlio did niot. Here the farce
originated, wv1ich wvas a mere fillirug up
betweeu the scenes, and was coniposed
of low extravagant %vit. The first tragedy
of importance was the Cid, written by
Cornilli, iii the reigu of Louis XIV.
After iîn camie MYoliere, wio, wrote
famous coînedies, and escaped the anger
of the Frencli critics, for bis neglect of
the "Unities ;" but the favorite poet of
that turne was R<acinue, wlio wrote luis
great tragedy, Atlhalic. He refined French
literature with bis elegaîuce and beauty of
tluoughit, buit a sadniess vîbrates through
ai his works. From in v e turii to,
notice Voltaire, who, gaiiied the attention
of everybody by bis romantic dramas;
but unfortunately they are full of bis
itifidel niotionus. After Voltaire, we can
ofly mention two wveil-knownà poets,
Victor Hugo, and Dumas.

The three pillars of the Germian draina
are Lessinîg, Goethîe, axud Schller.
Goethe is greatly beloved by luis country-
men, and they have not misplaced tlueir
affections, for lie is one of the grandest
writers tlîat bas ever lived. His chief
work is the Faust. After him cornes
Schuiller, to, divide the .luoinors ; is
greatest work is Wiîliauu Tell.

But it is to our own motiier country
that the pâlm of victory is awarded for
the best drainas. The progress was very
slowv until the sixteenth ceuitury. The
first idea the Englisu liad before tlîis
turne was given to, tiiem by the clergy,
wv1uo endeavored to teadli the scriptures
by the presentation of îîoted cluaracters.
Tieir nuotion of propriety was niot very
higli, as Christ was persouuated by any
wag. Thiese efforts wvere uiseful, as books
were flot to be luad and people could
remnember the raising of Lazarus niuch
easier by seeing it, than luearing it read .
The miracle plays, hioweve-r, soon gave
way for the moralty plays, in wliicu
justice and Virtue were the characters;
but tinreal cluaracters caîînot bold the
iliterest, aîîd wlîen the plays of Greece

and Italy becaîne known, the miorality
plays Nvere dropped.

A niodern actor woiîld not feel mtîch
at home on the rickety old stage tluat
used to, travel froin town to town and
extuibit at street corners. If the sceuue ini
the play inoved from n e place to another
a sigii-board was huîîg out auîd the
audience were tn imaginie iliat they were
lookiîîg at a Iandscape ini Scotland or
Franîce. If a pair of loyers wluispered
tlurotigl a knot-liole, a man mnade the
shape of one with lus tluumb and finger,
aiîd if the play did not iîterest them; thuey
could use tîjeir luîigs as welI tlueu as now.

Tlie earliest tragedy is Gorbuduc, and
the earliest cornedy is Raipu Roister
Doister. Then for about twenty yeaî's
iîothing inucli was written tintil M1arlowe
iîîtroduced the first listorical play,-The
Life of Edward IIl; also luis Dr. Faustus,
became celebrated later years. Con-
temporary with Marlowe is Ben Jonson,
Beaumont and Fletcher, and Shakespeare.
Ben Jonson wilI be remeinbered for lus
Every Man in bis Humor, anîd Beauîmont
and Fletcluer's Maid's Tragedy redeem-
tlîat age from some of the coarseness
found iii most of tue plays. 0f Sliake-
speare luinseîf, we knowv so, littie and yet
of bis wvorks we have so many. ,He left
us fourteen comedies, eleven tragedîes,
and texi histories. Many Shalcespearian
scliolars have made luis plays a life-stuîdy,
anîd yet feel tluat this man witlî the
"'oceanic mind" is stili unifathioniable.
Pluilip Massinger wrote a play wluich
would flot be acceptable to, modern
business nmen, a new way to, pay old
debts.

A niew term now came into use 'which
embraced tragedy and coînedy. It was
called tragi-comedy, and was gîven to
thiose plays ln wvliclu some of the principal
actors were brouglut so near to destruc-
tion and yet at the end of the play every
thuing turxîed out luappily. This kind of
play Sluakespeare used, of wluich The
Merclut of Venice is an example.

Whien the Elizabethan period closed,
the Peritains took the reins of zoverrnment

Jand prevented any froi attending play-
bouses. But after the Restoration, the
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