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composition if not digested, and the
alimentary canal become a toxine
factory and a fine culture-medium for
the germs to acquire virulence in and
entail serions complication. His ex-
tensive experimentation bas estab.ish-
ed the fact that animais kept fasting
recovered more rapidly, and without
complications Irom acute infecticns
and severe traumatisms, than others
in the same condition, fed as usual
or even much less than usual. He for-
bids all food to bis patients in acute
infections, especially In pneumonia,
if there is any reason to suppose that
the digestion will not proceed nor-
mally. Observations of 140 cases of
pneumonia have confirmed the wis-
dom of this course, which bas won
for him the name of the "starving
doctor." In every case it was noted
that durIng the prolonged fast. some-
times a wEek in seng h,the pat*ent par.
tially regained the strength he seem-
ed to have entirely lost before. De
Renzi "also places fasting in the front
rank of the remedies for arthritism."

Partial Resection of the Eyebal.-
Dr. Ernest Hall (Annals of Surgery,
May) reports a method which he con-
siders fulfilis the desideratum-viz.,
immunity from local and sympartetic
inflammation, with ratisfactory io jc-
ment of the artid .ai eye. The -tra-
tegic parts )f *hp c-ycbai. !e says, are
the ciliary region in front and the
sclero-optic junction behind. The
principal traumatism and sepis lead-
ing to loss of function are ln the for-
mer location, and the conveyance of
trouble, sympathetic or septie. takes
place through the latter. With these
t arts. Cie rutina, and the vitreaus re-
moved, the remaining parts of the
eyeball, he holds, should be non-ir-
ritating and harmless, and serve with
attached muscles and motor nerves as
r' "'ovab!e pil upon which the arti
ficial eye can rest. He thus describes
his operation. The instruments re-
quired a speculum, sharp-pointed
scissors, catch forceps, and curette.

Comple-e A a, thesia-Withi sprc-
ulum In place, the selssors are insert-
ed about twenty-five millimetre8
(2.5 mm.?) bebind the sclcr-c-rnral
junction. sufficient to include the
ciliary body, and complete sectiol

made, thus removing the whole front
of the eyeball. The vitreous is then
cvacua.ed and the rctina removed with
the curette; the haemorrhage here
is usually profuse, but easily control-
led by hot water and pressure. The
speculum is then inserted within the
bal], and thus made to hold both eye-
lids and edges of the sclerotic open-
ing. The point of entrance of opening
of the optic nerve is then grasped
with toothed forceps and the scissors
are inserted as close ta the nerve as
possible, to avold wounding the cil-
iary arteries, and a circular incision
is made in sclerotie, freeing the optic
nerve, which is then drawn forward
and severed about twenty-five milll-
metres (2.5 mm?) fromt the sclerotic
junction, thus removing a section of
the optic nerve. A laryngeal head-
mirror is usefui here to concentrate the
light withn the seierotic cavity.

• A piece of gauze is inserted
and the sclerotic and conjunc-
tiva are closed, vertically In order to
give normal tension to the internai
and external recti, as lateral motion is
of greater importance than vertical.
The after-treatment is simple, the
gauze may be removed In twenty-four
hours. The cavity fills with blood,
which becomes'partly organized, thus
preventing complete collap.a of the
sclerotic. An artificial eye may be, in-
serted within two weeks.

The resulting advantages allegedi
,ire greiter prominence of artificial
eye, perfect movement between
thirty-flve degrees laterally and 20
vertically, also diagonal moveient.
and retention of the normal secretion
from the lacrymal ducts, etc.

EDITORIAL.

We have been requested to call at-
tention to the meeting of the Cana-
3an Medical Association, which takes
place on the 17th, 18th and 19th of
August In the historie city of Quebec.
No doubt niany of our Northwest
lrethren will combine business and
pleasure and reserve their summer
outirg for attendarce at this meeting.
Clican fares are secured from the dit-
ferent railway companies, and all vis-


