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fection ; with, ho'vever, an increased knowledge of the infecting agent
and especially as a resuit of experimental investilgation, it ivas demon-
strated that transmission froni maie parent to otfspring, 'i.c., by infection
of the sperm cell does not occur. From. feinale parent to ofl'spring infec-
tion may be tk-ransmitted through the placental circulation especialI.) at
the time of birth but not by direct infection of the ovii. This forni of
transmission ean hardly be called congenital but rather an intrauterine
infection.

Traumiatic infection is an occasional source of the disease but sucli
introductions ofthie bacilli are r<îrely of a serious character.

Infection through the alhie.ntaxy tract undoubtedly sornetimes occurs
and bas been deînonstrated bv experimental evidence, but as the great
source of primary intestinal tuberculosis is probabiý infected milkz, the
whole question is stili in a state of uncertainty on account of the conten-
tion of K~och that the bovine bacillus lias slight virulence for mnan. This
question which lias aroused considerable discussion during, the past sum-
mer, owing to the stand takcen by K{och at the Congress of Tuberculosis,
depends upon tbe difference iu virulence for different animnaIs of the
hurnan and bovine organisms. This wvas first clearly shown by the work
ot Theobaid Smith, of Boston, and bis wvork lias been confiriried by others
including Kochi, but the conclusions whidh the latter drew are hardly
justified, by the facets at our disposal.

The bovine variety of the bacillus is more virulent for cattle and the
ordinary experirnent animais of tîîe Iaboratory than the human formi.
But tbis is hardly good evidence that thc bovine bacillus is consequently
not virulent for man. The contrary opinion nigî,Yt be hield £romn the cvi-
dence, withi perlîaps better right, but before a definite opinion can be fornied
we mnust have more facts; cspecially we require more accurate cliîîical
observations and fuller studies of the virulence of cultures from cases ot
alimentary and ouher forms of tuberc.ulosis in young dhiîdren and perhaps
a;.so evidence as to the virulence of the twvo varieties for such animais as
tIe antîîropoid apes.

By far the most important resuit. of modern investigation, ho wever,
is tlic clear deinonstratio 1 of the conimonest method of lîuman infection,
viz., by the respirato-ry tract. To Cornet, in bis studies upon tubercuiosis
aMongy the nursing, classes of Germany, belongs, perhaps, tIe greatest
credit for placiîg- tIe wvIole question npon a tlîorouglily scientific, founda-
tion. 'tet Cornet, as wvi1I be shown, did not properly appreciate the
factors in respiratory infection in giving too mucli weiglît to the danger
froin dried sputum. is investigations, and tiiose wvliclî followed had,
howevcr, tlîis result, that the public were miade; fulîy aware of tIe danger
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