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Although the reinoval by the knmfe is so strongly condemned by
mot surgeons, I considered the operation justifiable unter the circun-
stances, and being urged by the patient and her mothr, I consented
to operate, rather than pîostpone it until the tumour had assumed
gigantic proportions and tliereby render the operation une of greater
danger and severity.

This operation was not one of great sevcrit), there w-as no great
loss of blood, nu vessels or nerves of any importance wounded, no
great constitutional shock, it was not followed by any inflammation,
no suppuration took place, the wound unting throughout by the
tirst intention It was simply a careful dissection on the lvimg body,
where one false step might have been folloiwed by serous, f not fatal
consequences.

Three days after I had operated I received the Novsember num-
ber of the Canada Iedical and Surgui.al Yournal, in whic I sec that
Dr. Fenwick had, like myself, been "f/ol /ardy" enough to remove a
diseased thyroid gland of very large mine, and with the most satLs-
fictory result, and upon the success of which, I most ieartily con.
gmitulate hii.

If we alvas folloiw the doctrines laid down in bouks, we can
never advance, wce can neser improve , âurgery requires an explornng
mmd, nith a bold and steady hand, dsbid ef rashness, and gîiidcd
by prudence and sound knowledge to aeLvmjphsh àuh rucessvs as
are now daily scen, as in the operation fur the, excioiun of josintu
ovariotoiiiy, and oithers w hish but a fuw r ears ago wecrc rintuled and
condemned, and considered as altogethr unjustifiable.

I do not wish t to be nferred, that becauue Dr. tenwik's-c.ase
and my own were su,, essful that I shlild adiu.e escry enlargement
of the thyroid gland to be removed , on the contrary, I consider it a
very dangerous operann, and une whili ought neser t-, bu aittempted
for the removal of the ordioary lypeitruphaçd sondiiuon f the gland,
commonly called uaitr:. Neverthelss the operation does not
deserve the svecping condemnation bestowsed upon it by many
surgical writers, but may be undertaken in certamn diseased condi-
tions, when froin pressurc ipon important parts, the health uf the
individual is likely to be seriously affected.

I should strongly caution the yuunger ienbers of the profession
living in ruiote country town-ts and sillages, fromn attempting the
operation, unless assisted by a competent staff of practitioners


