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and Iastly, the preparation of the ycllow leaves, which are merely
rubbed t(; pieces, and then put irito the pipe, se0 peculiar, that they
could niot possibly deriv'e ail thii from America by w ay of Europe,
ospecially as India, wherc the practice is flot su geucral, intervenes
between Persia and Chiina." But the opinions of Dr. Mer',, for-
rneily I>roflessor of Botany iu the UiestofBeriti, are worthy
of sti!l greater weight, set forth as they are, alike on Archoelogical
and Botanical grounds. In his" 'Irundriss der l>f/anzenqroqraipkie,"
or Il Outlies of the Gcography of Plants," receutly translated for
the Ray Societv, he observes: "l t has long been the opinion, tliat; the
use of' tobacco, as well as its culture. was peculiar to the people of
Amrrerica, but this is now proved to be incorrect by* our preseîît more
exact acquaintance with China and India The consumiption of
tobacco iri the Chinese empire is of immense extent, and the prao-
tice seuns to be of great antiquity, for ou verv oli sculptures 1 have
observed the very saine tobacco pipes which are still used. Besides
we flow know the plant whielh furnislws the Chinese tobacco, it is
even said to grow wild in the East Indies. Lt is certain that this
tobacco plant of eastern Asia is quite diffièrent fron the American
sl)ecies. The genus Nicotiana, generally speaking-, belongs to the
w~armer zones, yet a few species of it have a very extensive area, and a
great power of resisting the inf uence of elimiate, for they eau be grown
under the equater. and in the teruperate zone, even fara:bove 55V uorth
latitude, where the inean summner lient is equal to 15.870 Cels.
The southern polar liiiit for the culture of t'>bacco is uîot cxactly
known, but it seems to exteud to the 4Oth degree of hutiétude, for in
South Ainerica tobacco is cultivated at Conception, and iii New &'a-
land enough is grown for the consumption there."*

To lucha, then, Dr. Meyen inclines. with other3, to refer the
native habitat of an Asiatic tobacco, whichi lie thtis affirms to have
been in use by the Chinese as a xiarcotic, and consuiiied by iuhaling
its smoke through a pipe, altogether independent of the introduc-
tion of this luxury to Europe by the discoverers of Amerieia in the
flfteenth century. *While the Turk still chews the opium in which
lie so freely indulges, the Chinese, and also the Malays amoke it,
xnost frequ--ntly using as a pipe a bamboo, which serv--s also for a
walking stick, and requires a very s9light operation to couvert it into
an opium pipe. The Chinese opium smioker secut es the utinost effeets
of that powerful narcotic by swalUowing the suioke; and notwith-
standing this mode of using the nnrcutic derived from 'the poppy is

*Meyeni's Outlines or the Geography of Plants. RaySociety. Page 361.
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