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LANGUAGES,

It is said that the various nations of the earth speak about
ninety diferent diafeets.  ‘These dialects ean be traced to a
smaller number of langtges, which can again e divided
inte threo classes, namely—the Indo-Germanie, embracing
the aucient clusical languages and those of modern Lurope ;
the Sanscrit. embracing all the various languages of India;
and the Nemitie, embracing the Hebrew, Chaldaie, Syrie,
ete. The Hebrew, Latin and Greek are no longer living
languages, Hebvow is written from right to left so that, in
writing, it is the direct opposite of English. Thoe Latin and
tireek lunguages are written the same ax English.  The latin
alphabite is the same as the English. or, to speak more cot-

sctly, the Latinalphabet is employed in writing all European

languages except the German and Greek.  The old Grecian
alphabet is still used in writing Modern Greek.  Although
the Modern Greek language is, with exception of the iutro-
duction of modern aud Turkish words, cssentinlly the same
a3 the old language, still the form of conjugating the verbs
and declining thé nouns las been vastly changed. The
Hebrew is said to be the ohlest and most poetic lainguage :
the Latin the most copious and sonorvus; and the Greek the
most expressive aud sublime.  From tue time of the Daby-
Ionian captivity the old Hebrew scemed to have received a
check, but it is supposed that it did not—in the Nyro-
Chaldaic form—differ as much from the old Hebrew as
Modern ireek does from the ancient language.  Of modern
languages the Chinese is the most difticult ; the Italian the
softest; the Spanish the most pompous; the French the
most polite, and Englisli the most copious aud cnergetic.
language is one of the strongest houds of nationality, as the
native accent aml tone can be rrely acquired by the
foreignor,

A salt mine s heen discovered pear Slazburg., Austris,
which is supposed to have bacn worked at least two thous-
aml yoars ago.  Basides a number of minew' tools, there
were found 2 basket of untanned leather, a picee of conrse
woolen cloth and a terch,

Dir. Peters, Director of the Observatory of Hamilton Col-
lege. is an indefatigable astronomer.  Forty-one asteroids
have heen discovered by him. e has also located trigono-
netrically 14.0%0 spots of the sun and is now preparing a
goeat chait of the heavens,
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Acconling tu the cileuldtions of Dr. Siemens, the eminent
aciontist, the yichl of all the coal mines of the earth would
ouly serve to keep up the fire of the sun for the forty-mil.
lionth part of a second, aud. if the whole carth were made of
col, it would serve as fucl for about thirty-six hours.

. ——

An ancient tomb hasbeen diccovered near Malmo. Sweden,
in which was found a stone mrcophagua. which is said to
lielong to the hronze age. and to bo at least 2500 years old.
A unssive bronze ring was on theright arm of one of the two
skeletons found in the tomb.  This ix mid to be the only
tomb of the kind over discovered.

ART [CORNER
The new American Minister to Rome, Mr. Astor. is an
amatenr sculptor,

“‘The Lion at Home,” Rosa Bonhenr's picture, will not be
at home next year, asit is coming to these shores,

Mageive gilded sunflowers are at the top of the lightning
rods on Senator Pendleton’s uew house in Washington.

Madame Modjiska uses in ltusalind the spear which Ade-
laide Neilson used in the same wile.

A collossal group in granite has been designed by Mr.
French of Concord, N. 1f., son of the Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury, for the new poxt oftice at Philadelphia.

Queen Olga of Circece wears her fair curling hair drawn
back from her forehcad with a comb such as one sees in the
pictures of ““Alice in Wonderland.”

The choice of the London Fine Arts Societly o engrave
one of Alma ‘Tadema’s paintings has fallen upon William B.
Closson of Dloston.

‘I'he seulptor, hiographer and nearest friend of Charlotte
Cusliman, Miss Ewmma Stebbine, has lately died from ill
health contricted during her residence in Jlome.

At Tel-el-Rebir one of Anbi's tents was embroidered with
forget-me-notx, powegranets and other flowers and fruits in
excellent needle-work. while another was lined with crimson
damask silk.

launt Thompson has modelled a large eagle with spread
wings for a memorial in the National Ceinetery at Nashville,
Tenuessee, to the soldiers who fell in the battle of Stone
River. the survivors paying for the work.

An ol clock, with chimes pliying airs every thres hours,
nearly nine feet till, made by Johu (irecn of Londor in
1715, and which for ninety years has belonged to the Rees
family of Lynchtmry, Virginia. was lately sold to a Philadel-
phian at the low price of a hundrod and fiity-five dollars.

Miss Mary Grant has executed a marble cenotaph. with
portrait bust, which is to be placed in Dmfermline Abbey as
a memorial of Lady Chailotic locker, sister of the Jate lLord
Elgin. sister also of Jady Augusta Stanley. She was a divect
descendant of Iobert the Tiruce. and onc of her children has
married one of Tennyson's,

The Marchioness of Lorne is a member of the Royal Soci-
oty of Painters in Water Colors, and exhibited a portrait last
vear at the Grosvenor gallery.  Her sistor, Victoria, belongs,
as well as the P’rincess Twatrics, to the Institute of Painters
in Water Culors, and has also exhibited her works. The
Duke of Fdinburgh is & notably fine violinist. and the Prin-
cass Alice of Hesse did tome good work in sculptare,

The apoatle of :cstheticism has to receive hot and hoavy
buffets.  Mr. Herbert Spencer says: * Qscar Wilde is an
outlandish person who attempted to reconcile idiocy with
art ™ and Mr. Freeman. the historian, on having an Indian
jntroducerd to himn as the last of the Mohawks, told him thrg
he rcaembled “a dear and distinguished friend Mr. Oacar
Wilde,”
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