
Reinarks out Isa-iah, xciiiii. 0

eon of the consuiniation of mnercy. &o accurate is the allusion in a1l its
Parts.

.Ver. 5. -,-.e shall cut off the qprige, and taire awa, llte brantches."
OdThese,çwords express nut simply sprigs and branches, but useless blhools' 2

§luxuriant branches,' vvhich beur no fruit, and wealien the plant; and pio-
perly such shoots and branche~s of a vine. A vine, in the prophetie lan-ý
guage ie un image of the Church of Goâ: the branches of the vine are
the rnem1hers of the Chaurch :and the useless shoots and the fruitless luix-ý
uriant branches are the insincere nominal n.ernbers of the church and tha
pruning of such shoots and branches of the vine is the exci!sion of sucli
false hypocritical professor-9, et least the separatiore of theri from the
Church by God's judgments. Tiiis verse therefore, arid the fullowing
clearly prediot a judgment to fall upon the Church, for its purification anad
the utter destruction of hypocritical professors of the truth.

The tirne is fixed in the beginning ûà' this verse, ' For afore lte hart'est,'1
&c. This pruning shall immediately precede the harvest and ingath-
çring. The season of the harvest and àhe gathering of the fruit is the
prophetie image of that period, Nvvhen our Lord shall send forth his angels
to gather his elect from the four wvinds of heaven ; cf that period ivhen a
renewved prcachingt cf the gs)spel shall tahe place in ail parts uf the world;
of which 'the conversion of the ùiews %vill perhaps be the first effect.

Ver. 6. They shail be left logethier, &c. That is the shoots and
branches shall brt left. fq Smmer npon lhem. MFinier npon lhern.» The
pronoun cf the third person in the original is singular "jdt." The true
antecedexit cf this singular pronoun in tho original is the word, 4 my dwei-
ling place,' in ver. 4, whicli dwelling place may be understood literatly of
1!4unit Sion. It ivas a prevailing opinion ia tihe primitive ages thet
Antichrist's last exploit would be to fix the sent of empire on that ho]y
spot, where he wvould ultimately perish.

Ver. î. la Inhat lime ivllt he pre.ient be brought of a People," &c.
'ln that lime.' Immediately aller this purgation of the Church, rt the

very time when the bird cf prey vvith ail the beasts cf the earth, Antichrist
ivith bis rebel rout, shall have iixed lais seat between the sens, in the holy
mountain, a present shall ba brought, i. e. the nation described in ver. 2,
as those te whom, the stvift messeuigers are sent, after their long infidelity,
shal ba «brcught as a present to Jehovah. (Conmpare ch. 66: 20.) They
skall ba canverted te, the acknowledgmnent ùf the truth, -nd they shahl be
brought te the place of the ame of Jehovaht te Mouant Zion ; they shahl
Pe cettled in pence and prosperity in the laid cf their original unheriuance.

Thtis thon is the sumn cf this prophecy, and the substance cf the mes-
s.age sent te the people dragged about and pluc-ed. That in the latter
tiges. afýer a long suspension cf the vçisible interpositions of' Providence.
God who eîl the Nvhiie regards that dwelling place which hae naver wili
abandon, and is nt aIl times diracting the even ts cf the world te the accom..

ýhishmeBt of Ris owin purposes of ivisdom and mercy, immediately befoe
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