
GL-ORGE ELIOT AS A MORAL TEACHER.

is competent ta the navel. At least the Englishi novelists wvho have
undertaken this rôle are numerous and powerful enoughi ta give the
we.-glt of success ta the arguments for the affirmative. Not that any
,writer needs ta bring his doctrine arIi is formulas inta the farefrant,
or is eveiý justificd in doing sa; for ta be continually drawing an
,obviaus moral is fatal ta the success af any dramatic; representation.
Mý,oralizing- there nay, be in abundance, and GeorgEioaca
the greatest dramatists of this age, is prabably only excelled in
this direction by the greatest dramatist in ail Engylishi literature.
But the morai reflections must came spontaneausly and with
unstudied art , flowingy naturaly framn the situations dcscribcd. And
these situations must bc samplcs ai, or parallels ta genuine hurran
experience. They mnust describe events, actions, and cansequences
sucx as everyane miay feel that lie himself is liablc ta pass thraugh,
coin mit,aor suifer. Andifa given situation isaf a verspecia-ýl kind, the
reader must be made ta feel by a prafound and accurate moral and
psycholagical, analysis that the same history mighit bc his if moral
restraints îvcre wanting or ini abeyance, sa that lie is made ta feel,
by a deduction îvhich is ail the mare powerful because lie is lkit ta
draw it for hiniseWf tlîat thc depths af baseness and wickediness or
the supreme hieighit of moral and spiritual triumphi are within the
po-ssibilities ai his owvn nature, whose naacidtendencics he
suddenly ses most plainly and f.-Lthfully laid bare. It is ini this
powver ai bringing typical experiences home ta the feelings and
consciences af thaughtful men, that Georg«,e Eliot scems ta mie ta bc
unrivalled amang Enc-lish novelists and dramatists. Instance of
this subtie, transcendent powvcr will be citcd prcsently. Mean-
while it is wvorth 'vhile, and especially ini connection with the imuch
debated question af the relation af the novel ta moral truth, ta say
a word in favor of the vieiv that fiction is in certain respects an
unequallcd vcliicle for the conveying and impressiing af such truth.
Il- inay bc added that the sphcrc of the true navclist, çsuchl is 1 con-
ccive George E liot ta hiave filled, is distinguishced clea-,rly froin that
of the Mere story-teller, wha furnishies the largest part af thc mental
pabulum af the yaung people of the age, and cqually so Froni that
af the preacher. The stary-teller and the preacher, hiavin- so litt-lc
in coinon in othicr respects, arc yct ailike iii this, that thcirgyrc.tcNt
powcer is reaclied whecn thcy describe particular situations., anici they


