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Two of the largest Presbvterian c-hurches in the city, crow~ded
on the same evening, bore witness to the interest wvhich the
speakers and the subjeet evoked.

An interesting adjunct of the couincil was the meeting of the
representatives of the \Vomen's Foreign Missionary Societies, held
duringy portions of two davs. This %vas a newv feature in connec-
tion w~ith the meetings of the Alliance, flrst suggrested at London
in 1888, and carried out at Toronto, under the auspices of the
Board of the '\Vomieni's Foreign 'Missionary Society(WD)
Many ladies who are identified wvith %,,'oman'*s wvork for wvoman ]n
heathen lands have been in the habit of attending the counecil
mneetingys alongy with their husbands or frieiids: and it wvas thoughit
that these and an-' others,,who mighft be speciallv ie legatecl by the
societies te which thev belongred migrht meet and exchange views
\vith each other, and Nvith their fellow-workers in the sýamei
cause where the counicil met, and thus anl impulse be given te the
work and -food accomiplishied. This hope wvas amply fulfilled.
The mneetin gs, we uinderstand, were a success, and were felt to bc
profitable anci quickening, The Central Church, in which thIev
wvere held, \vas crowded to its utmost capacity. Steps were taken
to haesuch meetings made a permanent adîjunet of thc couincil of
the Alliance. 0f course, were such ,g-atherings te continuernv
days, thev mîghlt interfère somewvhat with the public interest feit
in the couincil itself; but held, as the women*s meetings in this in-
stance were, in the morning,' and afternoon of onc dav, and the
merningy of the next, thev aroused, rather than dissipattd, the
attention of the public to the mneetinigs of the counicil.

The question is frcquently asked, \Vhat benefits accrue froin
the metnsof the Alliance to comlpenlsate foi- the Ioss of tine
and mlonev whvlichi thev involve ? The qucrv is nlot anl unreason-
able one. Life is short, and the mneans at the disposai of Chlris-
tian men are liinited. No councilà of the Alliance can a,.ssemible
without mnaking hecavy drafts on the timie and wvealth which
ighft be used for the Mastur's work. A meetingi to which

men are expected to gather fronm evury portion of the habitable
earth would require to servc important ends in order to vindi-
cate the wisdomi of its existence.

The council of the Alliance is net a court of final appcal for
the churches connccted with it. It h-as no< au. hority to exercise
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