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ivh onpurlyrational grounds sustains his opinions as best hie

can-opinions which mnake no pretence to direct support from reve-
lation-a discipline very differently ordered would be the propert
thing for hiim. To inculcate upon the student of philosophy that
submission of heart and intellect to authority wvhich is so indispen-
sable in the student of God>s Word would bc absurd. When God's
voîce is heard wc inust be sulent ; but the utterances of ail humnan
teachers mnust be carefully wveigshed and verified.

We are flot here arguing, be it observed, that clerîcal education
lias been always wisely directed, or that an excessive reverence for
antiquîty and Ciu rchi authority hias neyer been inculcated. On the
contrary, our opinion is that some churches have erred and do err
exceedingly in this regard, and that a large amount of r-eprelie)sible
conservatism is thus to be accounted for. But our contention is
that the necessarily dogi-natic character impressed upon clerical
educationt serves much to explain (without imputation of moral
obliquity or dulness) the prevailing conservatism which hias char-
acterized the clergy. Thougth w\e regret and condemn this con-
servatism when it becomes obstinate and unreasoning, it wvere a
poor~ remnedy to train our religious guides to be doubters or mnere
crities of religion.

3.The responsibilities of public teaching and Church adminis-
tra-tion tend toward conservatismn, and the bias of the clergymnan's k
education is finis confirmed. Responsibility for administration in
any, department of life sems to develop the conservative side of our
nature. In politics it is notoriously so. The vehiement radical of I
the opposition becomnes a cautious conservative Mihen the weiglit of
grovcrnrnent is laid on bis shoulders. The Christian minister feels
bis responsibility, and the more so in proportion to the sacredness
of the intercsts with which lie bias to deal. Havingr to give account
of bis work not only to the Chiurchi but to God, lie is not disposed
to place excessive confidence in bis own judgment, when lie differs
frin his bretbren, and to strike out new paths for himself. Should
bis fond speculaiions in doctrine turn out to be mniserable errors, or
should bis rash devices cause bis wvork to faîl to pieces in bis hands,
how shal lie ansiver- to bis Master for bis self-confidence and self-
will ? Reflections like these w~ill surely occur to him.

4. The lcast worthv cause of clerical conservatismn is self-initerest.
We should be glad were it not neccssary to allege this cause. To


