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the field need Dot discourage us. We ean reacli this thousand- millions
withi the gospel and wa can do it with surprising rapidity, if we have
tho will to do it in God's -Way. He has gono before us. He lia& flung
the doors wide open, actually challenging the churci to enter and take
possession. Hie lias wrought resuits wvithin a biaif century that have
constrained even unbellievers to say, "This is the finger of God.'
Thore is much said in these clays about the îarazi-ng progress of science
and invention. Within a quarter of a, century the most stupendous
achievernents of the human mnd seem to have reachLed their climax.
Thitik of the tclegraph and telephione ; the photometer and audiphone ;
thle spectroscope and microscope -the wenders of opties a-nd anoestheties
of photograph and phionograpli, of steam-printing and typewriting;
and these arc a part of man's ways in scientific researchi and ingenuity.
But God alwvays keeps pace with man. flowever rapid rnan's strides
have been in letters and art, in discovery and invention, God lias
moved yet more rapidly in bis providence and grace. The study of
history sfiows that 5n the mardi, of humanity God bas always led.
Even the van is always but the rear of a vaster procession. Accord-
ingly God bias aceomplishied. iit, in haif a century what we should have
supposed it -%vould require hiaif at millenium, to effeet. Talk of -"wait-
ing upon God? " God lias been long waiting for bis people. Hie is a
thousaud leagmes abead of the foremost of his missionary hosts. Japan
eoilld fully oeeupy ten thousand, missionaries to-day. China eould fll
thie bands of ten times that number. Africa lias onlybeen explored ;
the first chain of stations is yet to streteli from Zanzibar to the Congo's
mouth. Whiat are we doig? r, O for a kindling of apostolic fires on tbe
smoulderingr altars of the chnrchi! We have searcely made a begriningç
and w'e talk as tlîough the work -were alrnost done. Ton millions of
dollars is all the entîre Churcli of God ean raisc ta prosecrte, the mis-
sions of the world; -while one city speuds f-. more than. that on a
city hall and two other,, on a suspension bridgte, anJ there is buried in
jewelry, gold and silver plate, and useless ornanientation, within C.hristian
homes, enougli to, huild a fooet of fifty tliousanci vessels, ballast them,
with bibles and erowd them wvithi miissionariesbuild a eburcli in every
destitute hamiet anud supply every living soul. iithi the gospel within a
score of ycars ! offly lot God's lire corne down and tiko possession of
olur bCarts aud tougues, aud the gospel wvould wirig its 'way like the.
beams of tho morning and illumine the world's darkness!
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PROIBIBLY nowbierc in the wide world lias this rea isincet
to deal with a more unique and ini somne re.spects more difficîîlt problem
thaxi ini the Ethiopia of hîstory-the Abyssiuna, of rccent centuri-ýs. .AUl
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