1493.]

people share with us the heritage given
o the world by tho penectrating geniug,
the mighty faith and the God-sustained,
jndomitable perseverance of Columbus.

1t is constituted a mission field by the
fact that its predominant religious
thought and life are determined by a
perverted and corrupted form of the
Christian faith, while in the heart of
tho continent there still remains the
darkness of paganism, unillumined Ly
a single ray of the Light of the World.
This field, therefore, invites to each of
two chief forms of mission work. On
the one hand it calls for the continu-
ance among peoples of Latin origin of
the work of the Reformation, which in
tho sixteenth century won such mighty
victories among the pations of Central
and Northern Europe, while it was so
strangely hindered izm its progress and
finally completely paralyzed among the
Letin peoples of Southern Europe. On
the otuer hand, it invites to the first
evangelization of p- an tribes who have
for centuries resiswed the efforts of
Roman Cetholic missionaries, and have
as yet nover had theoffer of a pure Gos-
pol teaching held out to them. A con.
tinent with 23,000,000 of Spanish and
Portuguese mixed races, with 3,000,000
of negro frcedmen, and 4,000,000 of
pagan Indians surely offers a vast field
for ovangelization.

It is a continent of American repub-
lics, with ten nations who have wodelled
their civil institulions after those of
the United States of North America,
¥ot sro lacking in thet sense of indi-
vidual responsibility o God and regard
for His revealed Word which are the
only suro ground for truly republican
institutions. If we are to mainfain
American institatiors for g1l ' meries,
we must give tho Bible and tho faith of
the Rible to South America,

This continent, considered 8s & mis-
sion field, has heea left to the Christien
churches of North America.  The great
missionary socicties of Great Britain
and contineatal Enrope hiave rolemated
to us the evangelization of this Western
world.
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By a marvellous historic development
under the gnidancoe of that Providence
whicl administers the government of
this world with a view to iis redemp-
tion, this whole continent heg been
opened to the proclamation of the Gos-
pel. With the single exception of Equa-
dor, thiere are overywhera to be found
religious toleration founded upon legal
epactnent, or upon a well-defined and
intelligent public conviction, s strong
scntiment among influential men in
favor of the proscculion of our evan-
gelical work, hearts prepared to receivo
the message and embrace the truth, and
fruits already gathered which are God's
seal of approval upon the work already
done and His call to the wide-open
doors which no man can shut.

Under the Southern Cross.
Miss1ONS IN ATUSTRALIA,

AY REV. ROBERT STEEL, D.D., NEW §OUTHE
WALES,

At the Pederal Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Churches of Australia and Tas-
mania, beld at Adelaide, in Seplember,
some interesting particolars wero given
regarding the missions in Australia.
These embrace Chinese, the aborigines,
and the Kanakas or Polynesians., Re-
garding the latter there are somo strik-
ingfacts. Therearo now 3000in Queens.-
land. Several missionarios aro working
among them. The Presbyterian mis-
sionary is al Walkerstown, in a centre of
16 plantations. He has 1800 nnder in-
straction, 233 of whom have beosn bep-
tized. & gwont chavge for tho better
has resnlted from his labors. Theso
pativesare now learning habits of thrift,
and they bave $100,000 in the savings
banks.

The aboriginal mission in Northern
Queensland is mrking progress. Tho
government  Rexident at Thursday
Island [ately visited tho States, and
expresse:] a hope that many moro of
such naght Lo established and & mis-
nion vesse! socured,



