
TRE MONT]ILY CONCERT OP~ MISSIONS.

024r.li optinlistic, andi tho subsequent
1ijj;O1ry lia8 borneo ont Ili" OplinIion.

.ý muiss4ion iv 5'ftS atilisIicd liv tho
.nieCfeCLu Baptist blislii(inarv Uîiuîn ini

ls'12 - but thoir work lins bt'en carrieid
&eu ilaifly amloug. the Chiriesu resi1leits,
u ho constitutu an imuportnt eleîîîcnit.

J'ht AuiericlIn Board estab1,lici a mis.
ýiofl soon after, ''lut Dnnunly -%vith the

.;jcw to gaining, thirouglî ts Chineso
r'sidents;, ultiniate acces'4 tr China ;
gnd aftcr the oponing of the Chinese

leorts, tho Congregational missions Nvcro
alauidonced. Tho mission of the Pros-
livterifn floard was lwginn in 1.840 ; but
the înissionary, 1ùr-.. Mr. Buoel, having
soon died, tho fielid wuîs abandoncl, tili
1847. As lato as 1857 only two or thre
rinverts wero rcportod. Ib>th flic lato

kiîiî,, who cameù te o thtrono ini 1851,
aia~ bis son, tlie prcsentkixig, havobeen

Çnandy t'o the mfissiCriarles aind their
work. nad iii recent ycsrs si vcry grati-
fying; degreel of sncce.s bas; boon at-.
taincd botli in Siain and Laos.

RELIGIONS 0F MUE Çotl'NTny.

The religions developunünts in Siami
havo beon grcatly dliversificd. Tho orig-
]Bal faiLli of the peejilo Was spirit.war.
>din; nnd tbis bar, thcre, as clscwliero

iii the East, talin a great varicty of
!rTn.Vcry extensivcly, evil spirits are

ý-.PP0KT te bo incarnate in serpents
and uucar.ny brutes. They aisn talle
pssscssion of men and wolmen wlio aru

%r.ppnsed te liewitchi î 1nd tnnent tho
sik. orcut off the crnpi;, or crate pesti.
kaurp. Thes wverlid 1ecrmes a haunted
,corld; evMrwlie the prmesec and
influence of evil spirits are suspecteid.
irà alinst of dcvii piriestsL or jurgglers,

iarclylistnuhesoîe hantuedevils,
1henselIves,' ara ernployetî to appense,
tcaj,)lenr cirriinrçent, the unseen focs

Who~ afflit the People.
In the general pirevalenco cf these

smi-ertitir'us, Siiu. Burinal, and Cey-
!nare anch lik-e. Theère ii ngrenter
errr than te sujîjînsn tbat l?»ncldlisnm is
ibn chie! nnd -eezr.n- religion of tiin
=%sses in theêso cnuntries. It is, in.

deed. tins fait.h of tho inonastir ci-ders,

ait(] estensibly of ail tho more intohhi-
gont elatis (thougi flîis aIlso, in an
(*nrg(.n<y, rt'strt In the, d1vii priests;

anXd even thuo Bluddhlist asectics dIo the
silhii(.) ; but thei t?,nîîhîîîori peoeiI rre
islbrit.worsliipp.±rs iturvaiusvihiblo
fornus of idolsitr3' or f etîsisiii.

Buddhisui Nvits iritrocluced into Siami
about tho sevcnthl century of aur era,
or a thousand yearg atter the dcath of
Gautanma. Traintuplautcdl frein Ceyloil
by way of ]3nriial, it had uindeorgone
transformations, but mot to lie great a
degrae as tho types of the mine systeni
Nwhich baad been dovelopedl ini 'jorthera
India, Nepaul. Cashmere, and Thiliet.
rriera tlio base adm.iixtnres o! Siva.w vor-
sbip, ]vnown as Saktisin or Tantrisni
land se corrinpted tho carly faiLli that it
bail wliolly lost its power in India,
projier, and Nvas soon atter -wholly inp.
rootcd arnd banishedl froni the coiuntry.
But in 'Siaux, Buddisxuiii gaincdl a piccuîi-
lar blil lipon the Gevernnment at ail
car]y ay, andi front Ilit tinie to the
proeont eccl las idc1a degreo of
support to the other. This relation
cannot bo flilly understood waithont a
nionient's re-ferenco tu thc enigin cf the
peculfiar superstition of the wvhite cie-
phanut. 2bLis animal lias inore thon an
enIîhlatie sîgnificlinco like that cf tuec
lien en the shii f 13ritain, or the
eagie cf Arne-;.. IL is. in effert, the
guaiian dlivilîif.y cf Siani.

To trace tIe zuyth te its bcginning,
wvhen Gautina died. h lirft, lis disci-
pies te xînderstand that be la becoule
oxtinet in Nirvana. They lad uncon-
sciolisly eneil te worship Minl as theo
source of ail wuistdox n d lielp. New
tlueY v ere disconsolato. But lie land
told theni that îunotlier Bu3îddha %veu]1
appear aïfter a peried cf four thousand
vears. and tInt lhe Nvas o<-cn tieu living
in anc of Io four beavens. 3lenwhioe
legends cf Gautanxa's prte-existc.nt states
had bren multipliedl It %vas alleged
that lie liad passedl threugl five lunidrted
andi tl.irtv transiiilrmticris, in tho nit;
of Vlliclî lie' lad appenrerl in a dreaxu tri

Queen 3aris. beforn GlhsLan's Iliirtl.
intliefermafawhito elephiant. Was it


