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tained without prohibitive measures from an economical point of view.”
Sir Gilbert finally observes that it is in Mohammedanism that an antidote
can be found to drunkenness, inasmuch as its path of conquest in West
Africa is marked by its converts from paganism discarding the gin bottle,
whereas Christianity fails to win by its abstruse tenets, and, therefore, its
agents usually lay the blame on the gin and allied compounds. He even
lauds the self-respect and dignity of the Mohammedan convert to the utter
disparagement of his Christian brother.

As might be surmised, this extraordinary epistle called forth many re-
plies. One writer said : *“ The gin traflic is identical with the cause of
human freedom !” The people of Abeokuta may be denied the right of
self-government, kept from the ballot-box and hustings, compelled to obey
laws which they never made or be imprisoned, etc., *‘ but the cause of
human freedom will be shamefully betrayed, and in their case utterly lost,
if you dare to prokibit the gin traffic I’ On the Mohammedan aspect Mr.
Morton Smith, honorary secretary of the Bishop of Sierra Leone’s Dio-
cesan Fund, writes : ‘‘ To those who do mnot know Sir Gilbert Carter’s
views on Mohammedanism, his letter to the Z%mes must seem strange. To
advocate a religion which has produced the Armenian trouble, which is
gradually disappearing from Europe, and which is the cause and preserver
of slavery in Africa, hardly appears consistent with the ordinary views of
Christians ; but these are just the views which Sir Gilbert publicly advo-
cated in Lagos when he assisted, on July 28th, 1894, at the opening of
the mosque in that town.”” But suppose Mohammedanism had complete
success in Western Africa, Sir Gilbert would lose his duty on spirits and
be obliged to find his revenue from another source. To Sir Gilbert’s letter
of extenuation Bishop Tugwell sent a further reply, containing fresh dis-
closures, a copy of which appeared in the Times of August last.

Previous to considering the humane and economical phases of the sub-
jeet, the wise and statesmanlike utterances of Colonel Cardew, an official
of superior rank, to Sir Gilbert Carter in West Africa, may be quoted.
These were made before the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce on August
1st, 1895. “‘ Ile expressed the hope that the traffic in spirits would give
place to other sorts of commerce. There could be no doubt that the im-
portation of spirits into the interior did great harm. Wherever he had
found a drinking chief, there also were signs of neglect and destitution.
This conclusion was fully borne out by independent official testimony. He
questioned, indeed, whether the traffic did not, in fact, injuriously injure
our commercial interests, Its entire prohibition in the West Coast was
impossible, but if by concerted action between the powers having posses-
sions in the coast a highdr duty were imposed on liquors, the demand would
decrease, and other wants wonld be created, which would more than make
up the volume of trude. Possessing a large population of superior and
Christianized natives, Sierra Leone and the district presented a particular
favorable field for commercial and railway development.” Such a frank




