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ister. No fault can be found with them for determining to act on the:
Principles of independency ; but in thut case it was preposterous for them.
}%'o"ee‘ek connectioy with a Presbyteridn Chiitch, - ’ v

Iam, &ec.,
Hampshire, 30th Oct., 1861. o
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‘We apologize to our readers and to the excellent author for having
failed (unwillingly) to call atfention at an earlier date to this timely,
and on the whole, well executed drochure. Mr. McLean has done
honour to himself and a service to the cause of sacred truth and
religious liberty by marking, with his strong broad-pointed pen, the
richest pages of his country’'s history,—pages that record the con
tendings, the sufferings and the triumphs of those heaven-prompted
Hiéroes who won for Scotland an open Bible and a preached gospel,
bléssings that have exalted her as a nation, and for which lier sons, in
whatever land they may sojourn, ¢an never be sufficiently thankiul.
We do well, often and carelully, to glass ourselves in the mirror of
the past, that our dwarfishness, compared with the giants that live
and fought of yore, may be revealed to us. This will prompt usto
partake moré abundantly of “the bread and of the water of life;”
that our spiritual (dye) and intelléctual stature and strength may
grow apace; and enable us, one day, to prove that we aré worthy
descendants of the Scottish Reformers, and worthy heirs of the
Jdy e . . N . .
glorious Reformation which they were honoured to accomplish. The
man who holds up to us that mirror, as Mi. McLean here does,
deserves our gratitude ; and it will be our own fault if we do wot feel
rebuked, and stimulated to nobler, holier deeds. Familiarity with the
history'of the good and the areat exerts-a wonderful and benign inflif-
énce on the mind ;-—it moulds, invigorates. excites and controls the
intellectual aiid moral'faculties of nian, enabling and inclining him ¢b
titad a‘similarly liigh and holy path. Hence we cordially commend
to our readers the record before us of the Scottish Reformation, along
Wwith those fuller parratives.of that blessed work which are to be found,
we believe, in most of our congregational libraries. ’
" The following themes are discussed by Mr. MecLean in his pamph-~
let, viz. :— ' : : -
*--1. *« The moral and religious state of Scotland before the Refor-
mation..” i . . oL PN AU INFREES [ "t o3 ar
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