* salvation ; pardon,

_* of their parents? The answer to this gues-.

., the or e just given, is—allowing that be-

-
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of foith as an essgntial personal qualifi-
cation for the baptism of infants, who are
born members of the Church. ‘‘And
Philip said if thou believest withall thine
Yieart, thou mayest be baptised” Acrs vur
37. Yes, but he was an adult.

The Apostles went forth under the
reat commission which they received
rom Christ tg preach the Gospel ; to dis-

ciple the people; and to organize churches.
Their work was to cenvince the world of
sin—Lo announce Christ as the only Sav-
‘iour of men, and urge upon them the ne:
cessity of faith and repentance as escential
to a paiticipution in his purchased bless-
ings. Bui does apy onc sLppose theéy
urged faith simply a3 & qualification for
Uapﬁx‘sm? No ; but to {)uc tleem in poss-
ession of Christ, and ail the biessings of
urity, and eternal
life.” “They “arged baptism as a sign of
.di¢ifleship, and oa "indictifing. that all
these blessings yvere;scaled;to them --but
when any oiié Whé Was a” parent became
a proselyte—Dslieved, and was baptised ;
were his children excludéd from a parti-
cipation in the blessings of church mem-
bership, which had from the very com-
mencement.of the chureh as s public body,
Dbeen granted to children upon the faith

‘tion we find in Exod. 12 ioha{:);nnd-%th'
verse. His children were circum-
¢ised, 8o now, they are~to be baptised.
Ig é)oth cases the seal is given on thefaith
of the parent, The Apostles undersiood
‘the nature of the church. They acted
upon the law enaqated at the commence. -
ment of the Chnrch! They required a
profession of faith fromadults before bap-
tiging them, and where there was-a fam-
ﬂy‘gh,'oy' lggptjﬁed *‘al} his streightway.”
2.” Answer, and which is involved in’

Jief is an cesentisl pre-reguisite for bop
' gism,nit musk bave been equally essential,
or gircumpision, Both.-are Meals. No
person daubts-t}iat scirgumeision was a,
,8eal of the “‘righteousness,of faith ;" yet |
*it was applied to infants-eight days old,
and the believix‘xg?e'wfwaﬁ' mmanded t0
attend to jt, nifer. e mogt terrible threat.
.ening, " And the unbircpmeised man child.
-whse flesh of his foréskin js ngt circumeis;,
'ed, that soul shall be cuf, off from his peq: .
;%e; because he hath broken my.cgyepant.
“Gey. xvin 14.] ’
130w, baptism being o seal of the right-
eousyess of faith, Is in like manner to be:
admipstered to the child of a .believinﬁ
arent without the pre-requisite personal
aith.on the part. of the child. There

seems “o be a yery prevalent opinion, that
s

baptism constitutes a child a member of
the Church, and puts £5e child within the
covenant; whoreas he receives baptism be-
cpuse he is within the covenant, being the
child of believing parents. Accordingly
the Presbyterian doctrine of intant bap-
tism is, “Infants descended fromi pavents,
either both-or but one of them pi dfessing
faith in Christ. and obedience to him, are
in that respect, within the covenant, and
to be baptized,” R
One family, we dwell in him,
One Church. above, beneath.
Though. now divided by thestream,
The narrov stredm of death.
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Thus we sce that the work of the Lord
is making rap..d progress among the bea-
then nations and giving fyesh lope thut
the day it fasi appronchliy when the
promise shail 1 tulfilled that * Christ
sball have domuiion aleo fiom sda to sen,
and from the River unto the: ends of the
earth.” R :

But what are we doing, to hasten that
happy duy? If we look at the Fiiancial
Returns of our ohurch we will not sce
muéh cause for self-congrdtulation. ' It is
encquraging to learn that improvément
is made from year'to year, and thit the
grace-of liberality is developing, among
our pzople, but ds-a-Church we éorjie far
short of what we' shonld. Hagt’yenr

(1881:2)-our cougregational colléetiops for
Foreign Missions in both EsStern and
Western Sections amounted ‘to 832,501,
(See Appendix to Ass. -Minufe$ _page
oexmy  ‘That is, we gave per“fami'!y at
ke rateiof 50 cents and pet Fcothbinui-
icant a.listld over 28 centt! Tt is ruethat
a dargertsuiraras received from allscurces
but this'is the-amount teceived Fr3fd con-
gregations! " It-must be evident £z}t our
» chireh is 'nd%” thoroughly - alivé itd this
grest ohistian enterprize.” Some®hove
given much more than-928 ¢¥s: A soine
have given-much less, ‘Wiile' $tHIS have
not given-ahytlinig- Gut the 4véradd con-
tributionihrag 28 cents—ihe vdHicoi 13
1bs butter—of less “hun’a bashelsp 'Pota-
goes. Lo o h e T T
Lookinir hs' thé contributions of the
Presbytéries; weifind that the Preshytery
of Truro gave for the Foreign Mission
‘Scheme at the tidte df 101 centsipér com
munictnty Sydney, 208 cents; Vn:bg’ria &
Richmbndy 11§ cents; Pictop 8g1; P. E.
- Island,  20% centss Euavenburg & Yar-
mouth 30§ cents; St. John, 20; Miramichj



