itbrary during the past year. The
liLrary I frequently sought by mem-
bers of the board, and eltizens aen-
craliy. for the information waich 1t
contalng. Except for o small sum
spent on  binding, the additions this
year have been made without any
expense to the roard. Many requests
have Leen reccived from govermment
departments, publl: lnrarics  vusiness

sesoddations and individuals  for our
anpual report.
Letters are received almose  daily

Ly the secrctary, requesting informa-
tion ou a very wide range of subjects
conuceted with this country, its pos-
sibnlities, development and the oppor-
tuttier afforded hy it o settlers, nnd
for the exchauge of buslness. The
fulicst  iuformation possible is heer-
futiy supplicd to all inquirers.
ELECTRIC AND GAS LIGHT,

The following Is a copy of the resg.
lution passcxd by the council on  the
13th December, 1099

“Whercas the prescnt position of the
clectric and gas lighting i this eity
is most unsstisfactory and the rates
are much in cxeess of what it Is con.
sidered they should b,

Resolved that a commivtee consigt.
ing of Mcssrs, J. 1. Aslulown, D, K.
Eliiott, E. L. Drewry, Joha Russell and
A, Strang Le appointed w ook into
the whole question of Qlectric and gas
LBghting as furnished by the presens
company, tiie charges for same, the
Jifference of the cost of dighting as
compared wiith the past, and between
the preseut cost and what would be
a fair figure for the scrvices readered
and as to what remedy is Lo be found.”

The commitice have beea actively en.
gaged sivce thelr appointment In secur.
g information from :many eltics aud
towns in Canada and tho United States
and they are now in communivation
with the Winnipeg Elcetric Street
Railway ccmpany, who supply both
gas aud cleetric Hght in Winnipug, and
expect soon to be in a po-ition to
make a report to the board,

POST OFFICE MATTERS.

A suniding commitiee was appointe.
By the couneil to take up all matters
in conmeeiton with the post olfice ser-
vice. The commitute nadd an intepview
with the superintendent of the rail
way man servico in connection with
tho delay of mails from eastern Cana-
dua. owing 0 the fact thas vhey were
frequently carried on the secoud sec
tion of a train which arrived here  in
seetions.  Tae superintendent inform-
eu the commttce that this matter had
already Leen brought to nis 1ttention
nat ho would again take 1t up with
the railway officials. The committee
have reporzed that this was done. and
thiat no complaints are now made o1
the delay in mails from this cause.

The committeo conferred with  the
poss office inspector in regard to the
compaints that were mado hat the
city stalf was inndequate to properly
pandls the mail matter in the post of-
fic,. 1o promised to fuvestigate the
maiter and do all ho could to remedy
hls state of affairs, but it wus sub-
soguently reported to the committec
it the postwmaster mmintained that
the staff cmployed was ample tomeed
all demands. Some chaiges were ade
and with additions to the stalf the
service given the public was more sat.
isfactory. but reeently compinints of
inndenuate service as the general de-
ivery have been made and the com-
mitteo is now pressing the matter on
the attention of the department.

A year ago the council had represent-
el 1o the department of public works
the urgent neeessity  then  existing
that more spaco should bo given w
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the lobby of the city post alfice, with
the public. ‘The alterations were made
and have afforded increased facilities.

The committee, at the request of resi.
denits of Mino Centre, urged the pust
office authoritles to give a more ive.
quent service to that districs, as peo.
ple there were sending thelr letiers out
via Minnesot on aceount of thoe inade.
quate sorvice.  During the sumwmer, it
least, tho service was improved.

Late in December, at the request of
some restdents of IFort Francis, the post
office offlcials were urged to arrange
for a mm) servico to the Raiuy River
districs by sonding the malls out sia
the Southeastern rallway to 1ts pres.
ent terminus and thience overland,

The commitlen have since hud a con.
ference with the general superintend.
ent of raflway mail service, and hoth
of them urc now enquirlug lnto the
feasibility of sending mails via  the
Southeastern rallway and across from
the terminus at War.rond river to
Deaver Mils P, 0. on the Ralny river,
a distance of thirty.five miles in United
States territory.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE.

‘The report concludes with a  review
of the board's attitudo on the Dougias
grain bill, an exhaustivo repors by Mr.
1, W. Dole, who was a delegate to the
International Congress of Commerce at
Pusadelphia.

Mr. Bolo says: Owing to tho fact
that thero was no organization of Can.
adun delegates, Canada got vory little
prominence during the first fow days
but this was partly correcto? 'ater on:
when 2 meeting of Canadians was held
and a programme formulated.  Hon.
R K. Dotell, member of the “‘anadian
governmeny, was chalrman, and Jir.
Wiilie. of tho Toronto Board of ‘Trada,
was sceretary of this mecting. “Ihe fol.
lowmng resolutlons were propused and
submitted later to the congress, ag n;i-
portunity offcred :

“1. That in the opinion of -
zress the transportation m-omi'x'xf*;??,;
the wreatest importance to the western
agriculturist. miner and lumberman, and
wWith the completion of the canal sys.
tem of Canada to auniform depth of 14
feet. whieh ean bo usod on equal terms
by the ships of the United Statoes e
C:m::dgn. and in view of the larso (‘:on-
sump.ion of Amerfcan products by Cau-
ada. and the community of interest
zrowlag betwoen the two countrices jus-
tifies the reasouablencsws of a request
that the fmland waters and ecannl sv's-
“:;"'l':,"f' oxtlcmllcc‘; 1o tho shipping of both

ricxs, including He 2
betwens plo;tlg"me rigit o trade

2. Whereas expression has been srive
ilé‘l“;'xl‘lhi'x‘ meetings of this 6(:0:;}.:';(\:;1‘{;1':

32 closer s i :
2o b el r trade relations with other

“And whereas the free exchasnes. \
national products luol\\'cznhtjl:;cl?xfllll'cl\:l
States and Canada would tead to amut-
ral advantage,

“Thercfore e it resolved <
(on;:x‘css. recommends the npnolll)'l':)tun‘th-‘;
A Coiumirsion representing  both coun-
trics, Lo mect for the nurpose o! formu-
:g:ll‘nf\ a‘]:l:xxn \\"hich could he subimitted
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cx‘x:n'.u'i‘t’s:"! 0 0f theln respectivo gov-
<. That in the opinion of thi: -
gress the world's commerco }\':)l:ldcolr:o
wenciitled by the Unitod Siates ox-
tenditgs 10 other countrles the same froe
dow of trade that those countrics c(-
tead to the Unlted States.” o

The first and third resolutiony were
readily adoped by the CONETess, bhug
the seeond occasioned considerable dis.
cussion, mauy of the forelgn delegates
taking the ground that 1t was tou
loeal ana did not como within the scope
of pertinent Glscussion. The resolution
was, however, flually adopted, wnany
of the foreign delegales, especlally ref)-
x;oscntatxves of forelgn pgovermuents
d<eclining to vote, '
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{ think, on the wholc, tho congress
should be voied & success. The alm,
aceording to prospectus, was 40 pro.
mote international trade, and I have
no doubt the many cxcolient papers
andd speeches and the accompanying
discussions, wili have that good re.
sult. The governor of the state of
Pennsylvania, in concluding his speech
of weleome, made usc of these words:
“Gentiemen, I hope the congress will
result o great pleasure o you nnd
great profit w us.”” The remark was
naade in thie best goou hamor and re.
ceived in the same spirit, buat I don't
think the awdlence was less scnsible
of ity apthess than the specaker hitw.
self, who war candid as well as bril
Ilant and humorous, and acquitied him.
self worthy of a great and gcuerous
people on a really great occasion.

AT the mecting of the Canadian dele-
gates already referred to, the question
of reorganizing tho Dominion Boarad
of Trade was talked over, and it was
finally agreed that tho  Toronto
Board of Trade should takeo the initia.
tive. When this matter comes be.
fori: the Winnipeg Board of Trade, as
1 think it will in duo course. I bespeak
for tho proposition your best consic-
eration, and if reasonable and practic:
able, your finn! sanctioin. A central
trade organization, properly organized
and conducied and qualified to speak
for commercial Canada, would be of
@reat service to the country. The need
of such an organization wus forcibly
jHustrated at tho congress of com-
meree, when Canadian delegates as-
sembled  withiout definite concerted
purpose, and when a splendid oppor-
tunity was lost of bringing Lo the at.
tention of the commercial world the
resources of our country. A Dominion
Boaré of Trade would ulso, 1 believe.
have great influence with the gov-
crument. 1 believe the department 6f
trade and commercs at Ottawa shoukld
he the premier department of our
government, instead of a bureau of
statisties as at present. The pro-
ducts of our forests, fields, ranges,
mines, fisheries. and factories should
be pushed heyond the borders of our
own country, where thiere are millions
of proplo ready to use them if intelll-
gent effort wias mado to place them In
new markets; but this ecannot bo done
Ly private enterprise, it 18 2 duty that
should be assumed by tho governuent.

1 made it a point to_meet privately
delegutes frowmn countries whose for-
cign trade showed large increases in
recent  years, especlaliy  Germany,
Jagan and thc United States, and
from thelr statements and from of-
ficin! docutuents some of them have
een kind cnough to send me since,
it is plain the tremendous increase in
their lorelgn  trade s Jue almost
wholly te foreign commerciai agents
of tuelr respective governments., I
fcel sure one hundred live pushing men
sent out o carelully selected parts
of the world would more than -double
our export trade in a very few years.

The councii acknowledzed receipt of
the above report from MMr. Bole aud
tepdered hiw the thanks of the board

for his scrvices as delegate ol  this
Loara.
DEATII OF MEMBERS.
The memters of the Loard were

quite ghozked when they heard of the
death of Mr. R. W. Jameson, mem-
ter of parllament, for the city of
Winnipeg, and & member of this board,
which occurred within a zouple of
houra after he left a general meetlng
of tlie board, held on the 21st of Feb-
ruary last. A resolution was passed
by the board and sent to the late
member's family.



