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for ail ernploycrs, ami unfortunateiy those
who are anxious ta shorten the heurs of
labor aro inucb more at the încercy of
grecdy comipetitors Glian lun wholesalo busi
nom. To the crcdit ofi nany of the retail
merchants bu it said, that they ]lave dont-
mnuci already iii this direction, and paid
no lîeed to their gredy opponents, or aniy
advantage thiey înay gainm by tlmoir greedy
poiicy. li the end they are, pcrliaps, niot
losers, for Ruci amen cani always secure the
services of tho mniost valuabie enmployees ,
and one has no diffic'ulty in distinguisli.
immg hetîveen the snîart, comipetent clerk
of the liberal employer, and the dragged
out poor blockhmead of the greedy campe-
titor. Tho very statu in wvhich stock is
kept, and other Rites of gencral appear-
ance in stor.3 are sullicient of a guide to
the inost casuai observer, so timat lie caii
(iistinguishi betweemî sucli establishumients.
In this, as in other cities, stores îvbichi
close at reasonable hîours iu the evenm,
have invariably the crain of the trade Iu
their liues ol business, wlie the iniserable
niggard, -vbo slaves out the existence of a
lot of uuderpaid and incompetent clcrks
for fiften or sixteen bours oery day, lias
to content hiniself with the drees îvhich
his more liberal coumpetitors do net 'vaut.
.Misery loves to prolong itself, and thie
nost long-wviîded developmnents af its lova
are ta be fouîîd lu tme actions of tlic man
who thus outrages ail generous principlcs
of trade, by mmakiîg the paltry remuera-
tion lie pays lus employee littie short of
the price of blood.

The e. j inu which trade is divided be-
tween cenerous and "reedy maerchants
shows plainly, that avain the careless pub-
lic have timeir leanings toîvards nien of a
generous poliey. Few people care about
doing business with a uiggnrd, and tueit
whio have thiat disposition sa deeply in-
graiued lu their nature that they cantiot
overcomne its promptings, wouhd, as a mat-
ter of policy, find it profitable ta followv
the advice of Hamiet ta his nutiler:
IlAssumne a virtue, if you have it not."'
But hints ta such men are valueless, un-
lem they are af the class received by the
Irishmau, wvIte, on beingc kicked doîvu a
iliglit of stairs ou to the street, got up,
shook himself, -and rernarked cooly,
<'Begorra, thmat wvas a broad hint ta get
out," The public can umake their hints ta
such niggards equally broad, without re-
sarting ta theO Shoe-leathcr application.
They caai corne ta tIe decision and abide
by it, that they will purchaso nothingi

froîîî an,' iierclînt wlo (lacs miot close bis
place of business hy seveit o'clock lu tho
eviiing. Lot a large proportion af tbe
geimeral public coute to suit aut arrange-
meut iii tbecir îninds, ami ive wvill soon
sec ail end ta thaso l>ioodI-suckin"g enmnplov-
e~rs, wlbo carry ont a slavery tmuîcli îmarc
galling tbau millions af the Africali race
biaie leeî, lieid iii Ly thiose %vite claiîîîed
the rigbit ta tlieni as their praperty.

DECREASED IMPORTS AND LIGIIT
BURDENS.

lut aniother portion af aur coluins wvill
bc found a statînent of the value af iin-
ports and duty collected ciuring the first
four înontbls of 18841, aud a comparisan af
the customns returns during the first quar.
ters af 1882, 11,(13 and 1884t. Th.? ligures
are znot witlîout thecir lessoms, and formi a
basis fronît wvhickh conclusions eati bc ensily
drawn. li the boom wvith îvbich 1882
opveued the grass iinports ivere valued at
.S1,100,007, wvhile the duties calccted
reaclied $235,24I3. 73, and but for the
snow blocks, muid other transRortation
d raw-backs, wvhicli existeil (urinv that
period, these imports would probably have
reaclicd $1,500,000. During the firs4v
quarter af 1883, -wben population biad
naterially increased iii the Northwvcst,

aud inflation wvas ont the declinie, imports
reacbied iii value $1,154,152, and dutys
collectcd $254, 515.18. During the first
quarter af the current year the value of
imports feil ta $402,865, and duty col-
Iccted ta $86,390.77.

Thé- casumil observer, wlho did not under-
stand t1he true state af afrairs lu this catun-
try, would lit the first -,lance over tmese
figures conclude that Winnipeg, and the
vhîole Nortmvest ta wbichi it is thc cent-

mnerciai key, biad svddcniy made a lbcavy
(irainl trade importance. A dloser in-
vestigation ai tIc niatter would undoubt-
cdly produce atiotmer opinion, and show
hoîv they are strong evidences of the
biealth and grawth of the sanie. li aur
boomn days, vhem a poîicy of fill sud fetdli
mare ivas pursued here, alimost every
article, beyond the actuai brcad af aur
people, liad ta be jinportcd, and instances
mire not wauting wvheu eveit breadstuffs
were inported. The extremne of aver-
importation wvas rcachied a yeur ago, sud
was quickiy foliowcd by a rapid deprecia-
tion lu values, and a period of trade de-
pression, such as feîv newv countries have
passed titrougli. Necessity is the mnother
of invention, and VIe parent of ingenuity

iu ailliiiv and the necessity brouglht
about by dejressaun lias set VIe peopleof
tbo Nortliwest ta local prodiuctioni. Irn-
portatiolîs uf any description of brcad-
stuffs, avent to omtiiienl, are mow a thimg
of the î>ast, the past winter i3 probably
the hast in %dîicli we wiii m-quire ta iini-
port dmiiry produce ; dlic importation of
nicats lias becît steadily failingo1, and, in
fact, sucli bas beel tlie case ivith A
articles af food, and the deînamîd is beiîîg
graduai ly suplolic.d frontî local p>roduction.
lut titis resp)ect <lecrcasc(l iniparts have
beeu au iiiiiuieal blessiiig ta tho North-
west, and tliis is lieigliteuied wviien wve add
the fact tlîat aur exports are iuecasing
ii equal ripidity. We are oiu the riglit

traek noîv, aiud the. iess wve pay ta tIe
Doiniiîioii revenue tiîrouglh tIe Custatu
hanse the better for the Nortitwest, anîd,
indeed, coiisidering the wvay in wii tho
Ottawva Governunt treats tlîis province,
wve have 21o desire ta sec aur payints ta
their cofi'ers iincrease.

Tiere is aiîathîer circuistanco vliich
lias no doubt coutributed inuchu taovards
dccrcasin- aur iimports this spring, and
that is the cautious feelinig wlmich pervades
com mmercial circles tiirougliout the wvhole
Northîvest. A yenr migo the trade of the
country ivas cmrrying ait cuormnous load,
tho result ai overstackinfg. Thils spring
purchases have been very iight, traders
are frce freint the load, and are progress.
imm- surciy, if a hittie sioivly. It would
imot be far frontî a correct approximation
if W6o placei te hiabilities ai the wvhole
conmmunity ai the Northwest ait 40 per
cent, ai vhiat tlîey were a ycar ago, whiio
the prosp)ect ai trade is imnmeuscly
brigiter mciv tliau it ivas tlîe. WVien
wvo take ail tiiese îîatters into conqider-
ation we mîîy safely calculate that the de-
crease lu ourt imports is a sure sign ai the
country's pragress. W~e want, capital
hore, îvhile wve do not require imported
merchandise, anmd ait tme rate aur exporta
are iucreasimg, 'o cati give the aider por-
tions ai tme world bread for their nboney.

Tira COMM EiCIAL lias tinta and again
urged the necossity for non-attention be-
in- paid ta te export afi'airs ai the North-
îves' , for lîpoîl the deveiopmeut ai aur
expert trade mnust depend the countries
solid progress. Adversity brings its valu-
able lessomîs, and a ycar ai stringeucy bias
shoîva peopicthde faily ai depending upan
anything but te countr y's ability ta pro-
duce and export, as a reliable power ini
adding ta te v.ealth i the Northwest.
In short, people la tîmis country have
learned tIc value of sehi-reliance, sud the
decrem-e lu aur imports is auly one proaf
that tIc>' have been putting their newiy
acquired knoîvledge tu practical account.
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