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IRRIGATION.

Irrigation convontions havo becoma popular
in the United States, hut probably the firat
convention of this nature over hold in Canada,
was that which met at Calgary, Alberts, on
March 8 sud 9. Xa tho United States irriga.
tion has made great progress in a number of
states. Therois a vast area of territory both
cast and west of the Great Divide, which is
not adapted to cultivation withoat irrigation,
Largo portions of tho Pacific coast states require
irrigation, tho climate becoming arid as progress
is made inland from the coast, The inland
states of the Pacific slope are practically all in
the arid belt. Kast of the groat central chain
of mountains thero is also o vast area of the
bordering states which are arid or partly arid.
Tt will therefore be uoted that in Washington,
Oregon, Califoraiz, Nevada, Utah, Colorado,
Idaho, Wyoming, Moatana, Nebraska, the two
‘Dakotas, Kansas, New Mexics, Arizon, Okla.
homa and Texas, there are areas of more or
less magunitude which require irrigation, The
contral onss of this list of states and territories
are practically all jia the arid belt. The states
and territories named comprise over half the
total area of the United States, but large por.
tions of some of thé states mentioned cannot
be classed as arid, such as the territory border-
ing on the Pacific coast, an the eastern por-
tions of North and South Daikota, Kansas,
Nebraska, etc. With such a vast area of ter-
ritory requiring frrigation, it is therefore not
to bo wondered at taat the question of irriga-
tion has taken a position of national importance
in the neighboring republic. Worderful re.
sults have already been accomplished in that
couutry, in converting arid wastes into fruitfn)
farms, and the desert has in reality been made to
bloomastherose. A greatdesl more yetremains
to ho accomplished, and the work of reclaiming
the great American desert can only be limited
by the quantity of water available for the pur.
poso of itrigation. We noticed a statement in
a reliable journal recently, that ouly abont one-
teath of thearid region of the country (the
United States) could ever be irrigated, owing
to tho lack of water or other difficulties. Be
this as it may, the arid region is 80 great that
the reclaiming of even one-tenth will add
greatly to the agricultaral area of the country.

In Canada it is only during the last two or
three years that atteation has been given to
the question of irrigation. In fact, interest in
the matter is only now baginning tobe awaken-
ed. The Commercial has, parhaps, had as
much to say upon the question as any other
journal in the Domininn, and this journal was
ono of the first mediums theough which atten-
tion has been driawn to the subject. Hereto-
fore the need of irrigation has not been greatly
felt in Canada. Our arid region is simplya
continuation northward of the dry beit of the
United States, but tho area is much smaller in
this country thau in the republic. It com.
prises portions of the provines of British Col-
umbia and of the territories of Alberta and As.

i

siniboia, In DBritish Columbia some trifling
ircigation wurk has been dome by [rivate
partics, but no systematio effort has been mado
to reclaim tho arid regions of the interior val.
loys, whilo in the coast districts thore isno
need of iriigation. In southern Alberta vud
western Assiniboia, thero is a Jarge avea of ex.
collent land which will never be valuable for
cultivation without frrigation. It is open
prairle land, with no obstructions to cultiva-
tion, and with a finesoil and climate, but with.
out suflicient rainfal to make ‘agriculturo pro.
fitable. ‘Theroe is very little waste Iand, so far
88 the topography of the country is concerned,
oxcept tho mountainous portion of Alberta.
With a sufficient supply of moisture, this
rogion would support a population of millions,
dependent eliher directly or indirectly upun
sgiiculture; but without water the population
wil! bo limited to tlioss dependent upon such
intorcaty as stock.raising, mining, ote, Efforts
have from time to time beon made to
interest the  federal government in
the question of irrigation for this
=egion, but »o far such efforts have not
been very successful. The recent conven.
tion held at Cilgary will perhaps result in
drawing greater attention to the matter,

The convention resolved that it would be ad-
visable to have a general irrigation act passed,
providing for the protection of water rights,
and providing o plan whereby bonds could be
issued for irrigation purposes. T+ was also de-
cided that it would bea great advantage to
have a government irrigation farm established.
This is one point advanced by The Commercial
a few years ago.

A much more compreheasive schenie was also
presented to the convention and adopted, to
tho effect that the boundary of the territory of
Alberta should be extended eastward to take
in the arid portion of Assiniboia territory, the
territory thus formed to be erected iato the
province of Alberta. The advantage of a
provincial government would ensble the Alber-
ta government to uniértake some plan of irri-
gation, It was resclved that the arid lands,
‘which are now held by the federal government,
should be handed over to the proposed provin.
oial goverament, and thus become an asset of
tho latter goverament which would be avail-
able in providing funds for irrigation purposes,
It was very reasonably pointed ount that the
lands are of little value now, and that if the
proposed province could make them valuable it
would be a wise thing to turn over the lands to
tho provincial governuient. The streams flow-
ing in a general dircction eastward from the
mountains, it is claimed, afford means of irri-
gating the couatry as far eastward as Swift
Current, in Assiniboia territory.

Tho couvention no doubt will have a good
effect, and we may look ia the future for im.
portant irrigation developmenty in the aorth-
western portion of our territory. )

INTEREST AWAKENING IN DAIRYING.

A deputation of Wionipeg businesswen, com-
posed of . members of the Jobbsra’ Union and
others, who realize the importance.of the dairy
interest, weited upon and had a2 informal talk
with Prémier Greenway, thinister of agricul.

ture, upon the gucation-of furthering the dairy

intorosts in Manitobs. Thoss composing the
deputation, some of whom have given speéoial
study to the question of dairying, spoke of tha
great value of the dairy interests to an agricul-
tural country, and showed what a grand thing
it would be for Manitoba to havo a large dairy
interest. It was pointed out that thoro aro a
number of points whera it is belioved creameries
or oheeso factories could be succossfully estab-
lished, if thero woro any one to take the lead
in tho matter, ropresent the value of dairying
totho farmers and assist them in organizing,
by giving them such information as would be
required {n establishing o factory. It waspro-
posed that a man posted in theso matters,
should be sent out, with fnstructions to visit
poiuts wherd thore were proapects of eatablish-
ing factories, with the object of interesting the
residents and giving them such assistance in
the dircotion of information as would enable
them to make a start in dairying.

A small appropriation was mado at the last
sossion of the legislature, with the object of
sending out a dairy instructor, who would go
about tho country giving practical instructions
in butter making. It is tho intention, we
understand, to send out a man equippad with
o small separator—in fact a sort of travelling
daity establishment—wh~ will give practical
instructions suitable for private dairies. Un-
doubtodly o great deal of good can be accom-
plished in this way. In a great many districts
thero is not suflicient population withia o
reasonable area to supply a large factory, and
dairying should not be sbandoned because
a factory cannot be established. Private
dairying can be made very profit.
able if carried on properly. Vhilo we approve
of this propossl to disseminate information for
private dairying, we believe something could be
done at once to assist in eatabliching factories
at o number of poiata thioughout the province,
and this could be followed up by the plan pro.
posed of giving the practical instructions later
on.

The firat thing necessary would be to get the
farmers interested, and this could be done by
showing them the value of the dairy interest,
after which they would require such informa.
tion a8 would cnable them to atart on a sound
basis. In many districts, no doubt, profitable
factories could be established, but there is no
ono to take up the question and make a first
move, and there i3 no local person who is able
to give such preliminary information as is re.
quired at the outset, Here is where good work
might bo dons by a competent person who
could be sent out to assist in organizing fac.
tories. Tho practical instruction is very wise
and very pecessary both for factories as well ag
for private duniries, but it appears that some
good preliminary work could be donein the
way of organizing factories and disseminating
information as to tho value of the dairy in-
terests.

A largo dairy interest is the greatest blessing
an agricultural country can bave. There is
pothing which will give greater stability o a
country than a large dairy interest, and there
is nothing which will conduce more toa contin-
uous condition of prosperity than the dairy in.
dustry. This is very apparent in times of de-
pression, for we find that in countries or dis.



