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good thing for the maritimo province peoplo
who have to buy nearly all theie flour. Mr.
Greenwey did not think we in Manitoba who
were always erying out against the tarill’ could
afford to stultify ourselves by demaunding that
thio tariff on flour be increased.”

This is very different fro.n the telegraphicac-
count of the intorviow at Toronto, and is more
in keeping with what mizht bo expected from
the Manitoba Premier. Mr. Greenway it will
be seen from the paragraph above, takes the
same view of the matter as was previously
pointed out in this journal, namely ; that what
is of most impor.ance to Manitoba in consider-
ing this question is lower freight rates.

& STRAW BINDER.

A year or so ago, in discnasing the binding
twine question, the remark was made in these
coluinns, that what is veally needed is a straw
binding reaper. It was predicted that such a
machine would prolably ultimately be produced
and that there would be a fortune in it for tho
inventor. Itseemsalready that there is a gocd
prospect that such a machine will be speedily
obtainable.

The high prices for binding twine last year
rot many persons to thinking of something which
could be used as a substitute. A number of
new kinds of binding twine were placed upon
the market ; but all efforts were not turned in
the direction of discovering a cheap twine, for
appareutly a great deal of study has heen given
to the idea of inventing a straw binder. The
Ilinois State Grange last spring otfered $10,000
for a machiez or an attachmest which would
bind successfully with straw. Forty applicants
submitted molels of inventions for this purpose,
several of which were ingenous imachines, but
only one was considered satisfactory. Of this
machine the cowmittee having t-.e matter in
hand 1eport as follows :—

“We have secn this machine bind grain, and
it does the work much finer and better than
can be dooe by straw bands by hand. It has
an extra attachment for short straw or grain
that can be set iv wmotion by the foot of the
driver. This binder seemns perfect in all its
parts, more simple und easier to operate than the
twine biuder,”

The Grange offered thé $10,000 for this in-
vention, but it was refused, on the grouud that
a much better offer had been receiv.d  If this
machine turns out as represented ic will be a
matter of vast importance to farmers, and it
may be considered one of the moat valuable
inventions of the times. It will representa
vast saving in cash paid out anoually Ly
farmers for binding twine. At the price of
binder twine ruling last scason, it would save
about $200,000 annually t» the haudfull of
farmners in Manitoba, on the present acreage of
the province, in a fair crop year. The farmers
may therefore be expected 12 watch with inter-
est for further news concerning this straw bind.
ing machins,

THE FUR TRADR.

The present scemsto be a somewhat precarious
simeinthefurtrade,azdafeelingofuncertaintyas
to the future of prices is evidently a feature of
the situation. At the J ondon sales last spring,

Ametrican furs as a vule sold well, and in many
kinds there were sharp ndvances in values
Recent reports from far centres, however, aro
disappointing. Tt is claimed that dea’ers have
been untble to make a profit on American furs
this season, and are consequently slow Luyers,
Large quantities of some furs, it is claimed, are
left over.  German and Russian buyers are said
t1 he very cantions in their purchases of these
furs

The worst foature, however, sa far as Amari-
can furs is concernedl, is that fashion this se~30n
has led in favor of foreign sorts. Later reports
from foreign fur centres speak of some demand
for the cheaper claases of furs, such as red fox,
muskrat, cte., but the finer furs are ssid to be
too high in price to meot the views of buyers.
It appears that the finer American furs are be-
ing neglected, in favor of, sheep, goat, and other
foreign kinds. Astrakhan and Persiin lamb
have had a large sale for the British and Furo
pean trade, and thisis telling against furs from
this continent. In American markets, too,
fashion has led iu favor of Astrakhan aud Per-
siany, and advices from New Yo'k report large
sales of these goods, to the ucglect of our finer
and more dursble native furs. Caps, capes,
and other garments in the foreign furs men.
tioned, have had a very large sale this year.
while some American furs which were cxpected
to bo popular, have not drawn well, Secal of
course holds its own in American and foreign
markets and is still a faverite in caps, etc
Beaver, otter, fisher, skunk and mink furs have
not it is reported met with a good demand from
manufacturers in Burope, which furs they report
too cxpensive for their trade, and where Amer-
ican furs have been taken, they have been for
cheaper grades or less valuable sorts. The
following from the Leipzig correspondent of
the New York Fur Trade Review will explain
{he situation in that market:—

Tt is not easy to determine the prospect for
American furs,  We st earnestly warn
Awerican shippers agiinst paying too high
prices fur skins. Russia, the most importanut
consumer of American furs, is a slow buyer
now, and cannot afford to mert any considera.
ble advance in prices next spring. German
dealers find the present values too high--both
for their dowestic aud foreign trade. Shippers
should take everything into account—the con-
dition of the trade at Lcipzig, as well as the
state of the home market and the results at
London. No one has been able tomake a profit
on American furs this year—musquash, for in-
stance, which has beena good article in former
years, has been sold at cost, merely to mave it.
Skunk cannot be sold or handied in quantity,
and inferior sorts can scarcely be sold at all.
Trade in racoon has been very much better in

former years. Bear, beaver and otter cannot
be handled above present values.”

After a strong upward movement in any
commodity, there is usually a tendency to pay
outside prices. Dealers and traders will,
therefore, require, in view of the present situa-
tion ia furs, o exercise special caution this
season, and pay top price only for such skins
as are of very choicest quality.

SILVER LEGISLATION DEMANDED.

A notable gathering was held at S*. Louis,
Missouri, recently, nardely ; the National Sil-
ver Convention of the United States. Governor

F. cis, who openced the convention, complain.
ed chat the surplus silver product of the United
States was sold to lngland at its bullion value,
and was by the Iatter country usel at its coin
value, which is about 33 per cent higher, to
purchase wheat and ootton in India. The
speakor endeavorea to show fiom this that the
depression in the value of silver worked against
the Uaited States, anld to th: disadvant.ge of
the fariners of the conntey in th-ir compotition
witie India,

The report of the comwnittee on resolutions
makes assertions to the effect that the demoue.
tization of silver has reduced prices more than
30 per cent ; that 1t 2wuses contraction of the
currency, theroby relucing the value of pro-
ducts ; that the certificate of the government,
backed dollar fur dollar by gold and silver
coin, i3 n safe currency ; and that no nation
ever had or will have too much gold and silver
coin. The following resolution was adopted :

“Resolved, that Congress le requested by
this convention to provide at its tirst scssion
for opening the mints of the United States to
the free and nalimited coinage of stundard sil.
ver doliars of the present weight and tineness,
to be legal tender for all debts, pablic or
private, equal with gold, and that until such
aprovisionis made the Secretary of the Treasury
be required to coin the maximum, $4,000.000
worth of silver per nonth, as now authorized
by law,

The present issue of silver certificates in the
United States amounts to two millions per
month.  As the great bulk of these silver dol.
lars 1enpin permanent'y in the treasury, why
wounld it not do to hold the silver bullion and
save the expense of coinage amounting to near-
ly a million dollars a year? The cost of coin-
age is_said to be about two per ceat, which wiil
amount to guite a tum on the vast quantity
proposed to be coined. It is siated that there
are now in the treasury 283,000,000 of standard
silver dollars.  he silver question is likely to
cause a great desl of discussion at the next
meeting of Congress, aud action thereon will
be watched with interest by those on both
sides of the coutroversy.

ONTARI0 CROPS.

The latest official crop reports of the Ontario
Government are not very encouraging as re.
gards wheat. The report syys concerning the
present year’s sowing of winter wheat, that a
general reduction isapparent throngh the prov-
ince in the area of fall wheat sown this year,
and there will prohably be a total falling ot
of from 10 to 15 per cent on this year's crop.
in spite of the fact that in some instances more
than usual has been sown. This faliing off in
the acreage of winter wheat, the report says is
probably due to the condition of the ground
Leiog such, owing to the drouth, that it was
next to impossible to prepare stubble land for
seeding. Again the ot unfavorable reports
come from the south-western counties, where
the land has been exceedingly hard, dry and
lumpy, and the acreage is atill less than it was
last year. It is stated that a considerable pro-
portion of the seed has failed to germinate,
owing toa lack of sufficient moisture. A better
tone is apparent in the reports from the mid-
1and and castern counties, and there tie falling

.



