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C\TY CHIMES.

What peoplo would doif they wore deprived of light reading is a problem.
Thero is littlo danger of such a calamity 1n Hahfix at present, for in addition
to the regular book stories heing woil supplied with the newest hteratuse,
thoro is an excellent circulating hbrmy, snd Miss Laleali Fuirhanks, who
managos it, has recently roturned from Tovionto and Boston with a great
supply of hooks, wherowith the enemy tire may be killed or kopt at bay by
thoso who aro troubled by him duting the long winter coming.  Miss Fuir-
banks' library is most popular with the society people of Halifsx, and
large number of peoplo in tho country nlso have a continued supply of
books sent to them by her. Such an institution as this libriry 1z almost
indispensablo in a city like ours, and it is to be hoped that in tiwo it will
grow Lo moro extonsive propuitivns aud Luvhs uf sreogmized standding bo
constantly circulated awong its patrons,

No doubt there will be a large audienes pre<ent in the Graften Strcet
Metbodist Church this evening on the weewsion of the re-openiug of the
organ, A splendid programme has been prepied sud cnough tichets igeaod
to comfortably fill the church. Tho doors open ot 8 o’clock, music com-
mences at 8.30. A silver collection is to bo taken up for tho benefit of the
choir and the organ fund.

The justly colebrated Balmoral Choir appeared al the Acadomy of Music
on Wednesday and Thursday evenings Large audiences were present at
both concerts, and enjoyed tho rare treat of heasring Se.teh musie, rendered
as it is seldom heard in Ilalifax. They also gave sclections of Iluglish,
Irish and Welsh music. ‘Lhe chuir appesred under the auspices of tho
North British Socicty.

The political picnic at Donaldson's grounds, on tho shores of Bedford
Basin, on Wednesday, was attended by a great throng of gentlemen of both
sides of politice, snd many ladics, who were also divided in their politiesl
persuasion and allegiance. The day was as fine a day as could be, and no
more charming spot could have been chosen for the welcomo of Cansda’s
voteran Premier, Nearly every lawyer in the city was present, und other
ptofessions were also well represented. Thero were many representative
wmen present from all parts of the Province. Mr. Juhn F Stairs, ex AL I,
prosided. The Premier, accompanied by Sir John Thompson and lion.
C. B. Lupper, arrived on the grounds at half-past threo o’clock, and was
accorded a rousing reception. ‘The sp.ceches were of the most cheerful and
cheering natute, and calculated to fire the minds of all with confidence in
the great future of our country.

The event of tho weeck has been the Nautical Fair, which was opened in
the Xxhibition Building on Monday evening and has cortinued over since,
drawing crowds of delighted visitois, To give a full description of thn
various booths would requiro more space than woe can spaie, su we can but
mention those features which seemed the most atiractive. The yenerai
appearance~the fout ensemble—of this building, which has so often been
transformed into scenes of beauty, i3 charming, the novelty of it consti-
tuting ono of the chief attractions  On all sides the oyo was arrested by
things apportaining to ships, and they wero *“1eal” things too, many of
them, no base imitations. A Gardner gun frowned down upon tho surging
mass of plessure-seckivg humanity, and one could not h Ip rdlecting Low
quickly that lead pumper would seatter tho erowd aud clear the building if
it was sot to work. A wee tot of a sailor paced the quarter deck on which
the gun was placed, and glass in hund kept a bright lowkout for sail:.  The
grand dining ealoon is one of the most artistic features of the Iiir. Tue
moonlight marine scones, which are ¢ the making of it,” bear the signature
of A. Wobster, and they are corlainly done with graat taste. In this
saloon soversl dinner parties have been held, and it is probible thet it wiil
prove to be ono of tho most remunerative of the many well 1idd pians for
making money. No one should miss a visit to the Goerman coffee girden
where Frau Doering presides with such graco over tuo dispensation ot articles
of German cooking It was quite worth the price of admision to viat
this one booth. Some of the faitest faces sre to be seen there, and the
bright, protty costumes a1e very becoming. The Anchorags is cue of the
100st cherming spots at the Fair, the desizns and decaativns being beyond
improvemont. Here Pomone presides, and the tibles groan under the
weight of delicious fruits. Her Majesty’s Ship Vietoriz ndes el anc'or
across tho south end of the building, and i3 an excellent repr.seetation of a
man-o™-war. Theso appeared to us to bo tho best festures of the Feir, bat it
18 not to bo understood thut the others aro not on an equally attractive
basis, and perhaps may boe more admired by thoso whu pos:evs better tisie
than ours. The barge Flura, which occupied the centre of the flour—nr
ought wo to say harbor—must not, however, be paseed over without special
mention. Wlen wo say that it and its tair freight were the edmired of all
beholders wo can say no wore. Now that our readers have gatherod from
thisaccount somo idea of the appearanco of tho Feir, it is in order to
describe the most important part of tho procedings, the grand march by
seventy-two young ladies. The deck of the Victuria was the starting poiut,
and there thesailor-women gathered. The centrespace oftho building had beer.
previously cleared and roped ofl'so that thero would Lo no impedimor. 10
the way., Around this rope crowded the interested and delightea bo-
holders, and above in tho gallery there was an equally largo gathering.
Tho band of the Bellerophon furnished the music for the march, which took
placo between 8and 9 o'clock. Wuwil, &t iz pot qurte possible after ali to
describe the evolutions, but they were performed with an oxictness that did
credit alike to the ladies and their mstructor, Mr. Gresnwood. All who
were fortunate enough to view this spectacle woro unanimous in their praise

After the marsh tho cruwd has pussession of the whole floor, but thers was
searcoly n-om te muve abuul,  The large sttendance, while good for the
ohjrct of tho fiir, wi: alnost toa large for comfurt.  Miss Fairbanks' book
of poema describing the fair me* with 1 ready sale and was much prasod,
The S0 Star -The Nualical Fair Gasetle, was also disposed of 1 larye
vumbers, My, Walter Loigh, of Cunbiidge Houss School, is the oditor,
Now just a word of ciiticism.  The builuing was ciowdad with people, so,
d nsely erowd-d that & panie would hwe unduubtedly been a terribly futal
aflaiv kad anything ocenrted to cwse ona, Thue on whom the responsi-
bitity of grueral arrangements fali should have foreseon tho crowiling of the
building, and left af least 1570 staireisis availablo,  Only ona stairciso was
open for access and ogreas to and from the gallery, and the state of aflairs
may bo mare earily imagiu A than Jesetibod.  Tiven whon thore was no par-
ticular excitmment it took abaut half an hour for a parson to navigite that
staircase,  This is a thing that should never be allowed. No matter what
tho other stairways wore thought to bo needed for, they should have baon
loft freo to tho public. Suppose a fire had occurred ! Well, wo hopn the
next timo that a shosw is held in the Exhibition tmildine that eare will be
taken to keep tho stairways opon.  Wo are glhul to note the suceess of the
Fair, and hopo tho Sailors’ Home will benefit handsowmely in consequence.
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COMMERCIAL,

A roview of the difforent branchesof trado reveals on the wholofa satisfac-
tory condition of lairs. ‘T'hers appears to b a fair desire towirds ordering,
and o considerable aceession is noted in soma of the leading lines—notably
dry goods and groceries, which show a fair degzeo of activity, whilo several
satistactory foatures, as affordicg au indicuiion of the feoling lhat actuales
buyers generally, are visible, 1n grocaries the prominent features hive beva
tho movement iusugar and foreign dried fruits. Activity in molasses in
all central mavkets is avother promtuent feature, Awmorican buyers hiving
securod possession of the bulk of the available supply in Cana:da. In our
own natural products business contioues of moderats dimonsions, but thore
i3 nothing of which to complsin if the reports mean anythivg. Monoy,
however, continues to ho rather tight, but thers aro hopss, based on
apparently sound indications, that it will very shortly assume a more favor-
nbloaspect.

DBradstreel’s veport of the weok’s failures :—

Week  Prev. Weeks corresponding to
Sept. 26. week., —~——=8epe 20 ——m

Failures for tho year to date.

1800 1890 1859 1888 1887 1500 188H 1883 1887
United States....170 107 180 150 166 THE  S8e6 7330 ol
Canada....... veo 31 KI1] 32 23 25 1183 1168 1274 o7

Duy Goovs —Business in this line continues to improve in volnms and
a good tradeis in progress. Travellers now out on the road report a fair
ro order demand for fall goods. An improved cuquiry is oxperienced for
silks as compared with last season, and a mitural deduction is that buyers
must have heter expectations, ag the article i= more of a luxury than a
necessity.  Stocks too scem well reduced hero, which is ovidene~d by the
fact that there has beon somne ruvning around batween the houses to com-
ploto orders, so that on the whole the position soews  healthy. Advices
from buyeis now ou tho otherside cite very firm mark=:, aal taic pre-
cludes any disposition towards cutting if there was any

Irox, Harpwanre axp Merars.~—The goneral position of the iron market
i3 unchanged since our last rep *rt, but aside from the usual ruun of business
here, the wovem ot has been rather quiet. This ia duo to the fact that
manufecturers, especially thuse of sgricultural implements and tools, are
Jjust now too much occupied in attonding the annual exhibitions to duvote
any attention to purchasing. It is quite likoly th:t this may provo unpro-
fitable to bayers if tho arkel contisues in its preaeat course.  Tha
tendeney now is upward, and it is very improbsblo that thoro will be any
change in the direction of Jower prices while the market on the other side
coittinues to stiffen.

Brapsturrs.—Thoe local flour market shiows 2o change and only asmall
jobbir | business is duieg.  Deori-ohm’s cablo reports wheat very inaclivo
aed corn very heswvy.,  Waxthor in Logland, frost continues.  French con-
try markels stoady.  The Chicago whe:t market opene.l rather weak and littlo
has heen deing.  Siill dusing the week zu advaoes of 32, to Je. has bzen
accompliched,  Corn waa steady aad advanced 3e.  Oats wars {aicly stewdy
showiig bub Jittle varation,  AH other Americin murkets showel slight
advances in wheat values during the week.

Provisioxs.—The locil movemeut in provisions has been small, but
prices wero stzady at quotations.  [no Liverp-ut provision market was easy,
lard showivg a further decline of 3d, and bicon a daciine of 6d. on all
grades.  The Chicigo hog warke: was steauly with an upward tendency

Burrer axn CHeeSE —Butier rules quiet with 2 jubbing movemont in
progeess in ihe better Jines of etock at steady figures, Al really choice is
ag usually taken up as soon as offored,  In cheese mstters have raled quiet
on spot, aud thero is no now feature to note.  Limits continue impracticiblo
as fur as regards late mado vasicties, and there is a stand ofl between buyers
and sollets which induces a quiet market.

Fruit.—Businezs has been rather quict in furcign dsied fruit for the
reason that thero is very litle on spot, but fresh recripls, now shorily
expected, wiit doubtless bnghten up the market. There are very fow
lemions in thiz market at pieseut and orangesare also scarce.  Bath are very
firmly aeld, Tno feature in tho frosh green fruil mar ot is the large supply
of grapos, in which a protty aclive busiuess is doing.  Peachos are scarcy, as
are a’ @ tomatoes.  Summer varioties of apples continue easy 1n forling, but
stucks have Leen somowhat reduced.  Rogirding winter apples no additicnal
devolopments havo arisen.

Sveanr.—Tho activity and strongth of tho sugsr iparket noted last weok



