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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The French Chamber shows bad judgment in handling General

alanger. If he were treated as if he were altogether ummportam, he
uld probably collapse. ° ! '

Nonstrous turtles are now the fashion in the columns of our contempor-
es. One caught in Jowa had an inscription dated 1847, cut in us shell.
noll":er, captured at Charleston, weighed 365 lbs., 1ts head was * several
es” larger thana man's, and its mouth ** enormous.” If we should
ent (invenire, tv find; a turtle, we should despise a date tins side the

, and laugh to scorn any weight less than 5,000 1bs.

_Russian journals have protested that their great railways through Central
i are pot bqllt for warlike ends, but to subserve those of peace and
mEerce, but it would be simplicity itself to assume that Russia, a nation
tmctly milite 7y before commercial, will not refrain from strengthening her
hary{acxh(ics Ly their means. Neither Russia nor China are at “his
wpent in a very good humor with England, and an alhance of buth against
¢ i by nomeans beyond the Lounds of possibility. Again and again,
enever signs of danger appear in the direction of Russia, we find our-
ves impelied to wonder why England should feel it incumbent upon her
80 o pursuing the traditional but irrational policy of thwarting the natmal
Wre of & great country, utnaturally pent up, for outlet to the Meditcrancan.

The amount of inventions the gullivle public will swallow is astounding,
lat we sup _they swallow and like them, or a mendacious press
uld pot find 1t to its profit to continue publishing them. No sooner do
* prorogations of parlinments afford space than the newspapers reck with
serdities. Hens that lay eges producing phenominal chickens ; kittens

It is announced that the C. P. R, will build their next iron steamship at
Owen Sound. This is a very satisfactory announcement, and the Railway
authorities are doing a good thing in initisting iron ship building on the
Lakes, where, ae on the Occan, iron is supplanting wood. With the
splendid resources of Nova Scotia in iron, surely there ought, by this time,
to be a beginning of iron ship building in the Maritime Provinces.

‘The war scare continues to develop itself in Fogland. It is now said
that both the French and Russian Naval Departments are furnishing their
Commanders with minute descriptions of every Biitish fortification, and
that these powers have natured joint plans to land forces simultancously at
different points on the coasts of Britain in the eventof war, with murcaboat
the English Government having been long aware that the French and Russian
Embassies have been actively engaged for years in Lrocuring infurmation thro'
sccret agents employed in the dockyards, arsenals &c., about all which
there scems to rest an air of incongruity. Probably a good deal of itis
sensational make up.

Mr. Labouchere is a very amusing and entertaining gentleman, but he
has the malice and love of mischief of a monkey. Not, we suppose, seeing
any other opening at the moment, he * goes for*’ the Canadian Voyageurs,
the value of whose services Lord W.lseley so frecly acknowledged.
According to Labby they were composed largely of boys who had emigrated
from England, and” misconducted themselves at Malhia. These gratnitous
aspersions were immediately flatly contradicted by Lord Chas. Beresford
and Col. Duncan, both speaking from personal knowledge.  Probably Col.
Fred. Denison, of Torouto, will also have a word to say to Labby, the name
of whose organ is its chief title to the possession of the quality of * Truth.”

A minister named Pendleton is reported to have furnished the Warcester
(Mass ) Telegram with certain scandalous reports of the domestic dis-
comforts of Mrs. Cleveland, and the debauchery of the President.  Mrs.
Cleveland's attention having been ralled to the matter by a friend, she has
written to that Jady an indignant and emphauc demal, which has been
published. It is difficult to imagine a minister 5o disgracing s profession
and himself, and it is not improbable that the whule thing 1s an 1avention
to scrve the purposes of Mr. Cleveland's opponents 1 the Presidential
campaign. If so, such tactics, tho’ exciting even more contempt than
disgust, are very likely to hoist their authors with their own petard by
inducing sympathy instcad of reprobation.

TLuperial Federation perhaps somewhat suffers from a certain obscutity
as 1o its principles , we are therefure glad to reproduce a defimtivn furnished
to a city contemporary, which has been endorsed by the English official
organ of the League.  Rcciprocity of obligations, not of taniffs, is by this,
defined to be the cardinal principle of the movement. * Federativnists,”
says the writer, * hold that the responsibilities of the various parts of the
Y.mpire to each other sheuld be recireed’. Most Canadian Federationists
feel that this Dominion is not now an infant plantation , that, to Le entitled
to the full rights of an adult nation, it should assume the duties and respon-
sibilites of one ; that the time is at hand when it must no longer be a
¢ dependency,’ but a co-ordinate and equal partner, if it is.to continue in
the Empirc at all; that at present it perhaps does not deserve, and cerfainly
dees net gel, the protection and backing of the Empire as fully as the
three paying partners , and that, to pass from this hemibiaung and parasitical
state, only three courses are open to it —to support diplomatic, naval, and
military services of its own, or to subscribe to those of the United Siates,
or those of our British Empire. .ind, weighing the probable cost and worth
of each, they believe the last course is the best.”

—_———-———

IS IT THE BEGINNING OF THE EXND?

“ Tho coming weapon of civilized warfare will not be an explosive bul-
let, but a chemical one,” is said by a New York paper to have been the
remark of a scientific pentleman. There have in fact bzen many suggestions
of something of the kind. The late gallant and venerable Earl of Dundou-
ald (the famous Lord Cochrane of the last days of the Napoleonic wars, and

)
!

of South American fame) propounded some such invention to the Admiralty
many years ago. Lord Dundonald, who was Commander in Chicf on this
station from 1848 to 1851, was not only the most dashing officer of his day

thivo heads, three tails, and ten legs ; serpents of great size that are | in the Navy, but wasalso a scientific inventor. He was alluwed to construct
® by children in the woods, flying thro’ the air without visible means of | a steam sluop, both ends of which were bows, and which was appropriately
hton ; fiery bands appearing in the heavens with a finger pointing to, called the “Janus”; and he claimed to have madeadiscuvery, which he asserted

doomed city—probably moure particularly to the newspaper offices in , would annihilate a considerable force—at least so it was said , but of what

lb.cl’e ple who believe these things? 1f there are not, why docs
public tolerate them?

of all sorts and conditians of incredibility. The curios question | nature the annihilativn was, whether of destruction ur stupefaction, was never

known. As tho Earl was a very kindly man, it was supposcd to have been
the latter in some shape or other. Whatever it was, the Admiralty of the



