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THE ROMANCE OF A JESUIT. .

From the French of Do Beugny d*Hagerne.
Cuavren 11,

At the time we commence our story Charles Durand was
twenty two years of age. He was tall. well formed and good-
looking, winlst there was a something in hig appearance de
noting great energy of character.

His mother, a sweet, gentlo creature, had, during his carly
years, given him good Christinn training, and had striven to
implant in him those principles of faith and charity which had
been tho guide und consolation of her own life.  But when
his college eareer commenced he soon lost sight of his mother's
teaching. Lattlo by httle his inteligence becane obscured
by doubts as to the Faith, aud lending too willing an ear to his
father's sneers and scopticism, hie had even lLefore lemving
college, declared lumsclf an enemy of all superstition, in other
words, of all religion.

At the close of his most suceessful college career he had
commenced studying for the law, and his two first examinations
had passed off so satisfactorily that a brillisut future seemed
to await him. .

During hig carcer of business and of pleasure, his father
had made many acquaintances, and with these lie associated
freely, vut there were vnly two nmony the nuber with whom
he was on terms of inthnate friendship.  Boths of them were
friends of his youth. The one was Lerouttier, the banker,
whose acquaintance we have alveady made, the other, & Mons.
Moynaadicr, a rich mun who was & representative in the
Chamber of Deputies, who, though he bad roowms in Paris,
restded at Versalles the greater portion of the year.  This
Mons. Meynaudier bad two childron, a son aud = danghter.
Anatale, the son, was ubout the same age us Charles, aund the
two young men were frequent companions. Mons. Meynan-
dier encournged Charles’ visits to his house, for he thought
that his example might be of use to his own son, who
was sadly deficient i ambition aud in habits of ap plication ,
perhaps tou, the suitability of the rich Mots. Durand's sou as
a match fur bis unwn dangliter Elise, was another reason for
the frequentinvitations hie extended to the young law otudent.
Charles was, therefore, on an intimate footing in the Meynau-
dier family, and the fair Elise, n charming young girl of
eighteen or so, seemed {o be by no means indifferont to his
atlentions.

It was during one of his frequentvisits to Versailles that
Charles, whilst walking in the garden with his friend Anatale,
broached the subject of his attachment to Elise, and whilst
enquiring as to his chances of success with the lady and her
father, the two young men perceived Mons. Meynuudier
approaching them hurriedly.  Both of them saw by his
manngr that he bad sometlung of consequence to communi-
ceate to themand, feelingalarmed, commenced questioning him.
He rephed that Charles’ father was ailing and had sent for
lus son, that, m fact, the fanily carringe was awaiting Charles
to bring hun quichly to Paris. Hastily entering the carriage
Charles drove anay as quichly as the nowdired horses could
bear Inm, lus nund  filled with apprehcusion,  From the
conchiman ke chiitad that Lis fathier was scriously ill, but the
man tovh care uot to communicate the news of Mons.
Darand s death wo abruptly to the sun.  Arriving at his livie
m FPans, he spraug up the stairs o his father's rouvn and
there lus worst fears were coufitied, fur Lie belield that father's
body stretclied lifeless on the bed.

As we have alveady seen, the poor young man had no belief
in religion, and therdfore, instead of at onee knecling to pray
for the dead man’s soul, L threw himsddf into an arm chair
and wept vialently.  Ater this first oatburst of grief he re
called to mind that various duties devolved upon him, and
after having cansed the oflicial scals o be placed upon the
dravers, ete. Jhe entrusted the arrangements for the funeral
to Mons. Leroutticr, and he himself sought his young sister
to lead her to her dead futher's side.
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The funeral took place after the customary period had
elapsed, and in due time, and in the presence of the proper
witnesses the seals were removed, and an examination made
of tho various drawers and receptacles, commencing with the

desk that stood in Mons. Durand’s own room. In one drawer
there was a little gold and a few notes, the whole amounting
to somo 8,000 francs. and n letter addressed * To my son ™
with  Private ™ written in largo letters. In other parts of
the desk were found old letters, various papers of no conse-
quence, but no trace of a will, and, what scemed woro extia-
ordinary, no title deeds. nor vouchers, nor documents of any
kind, not even any hank-books. )

In vain was the search pursued in various purts of the honse
—-ubsolutely nothing could be found !
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Ag soon as Charles was alone ho opened Ins father's letter
and read as follows :

“My prar sox, I am dying h‘y poison.  Accilse no one
of the crime, for 1 myself am deliberately taking away iy
vwn life. T have been improvident and culpable ; I have been
led away by my love of luxurious living; my whole fortune
has been swallowed up, and your mother's fortune has been
tampered with. 1 tried to make an effort to stop my down-
ward course, but found the effort too much for me. Were 1
to live on, the littlo still remaining to you wovld follow the
rest, and henco my determination of putting an end to my life.
There is still about 200.000 francs remaining to you and I
have placed it in Lerouttier's hands at your disposal. You
can safely rely on bim; he has been my friend from child-
hood, and, if T had followed his advice, I should not be now
under the necessity of resorting to suicide in order to hand
you some gimall remnant of your fortune.

“1 entrust your sister to yon. ‘Tuke good cure of her, for
she has no one but you. Adieu! The folly of my awn con-
duct precludes my offering you any other iulvice as to yours,
but 1 beg of you te avoid the extravagance and mismanage-
ment which has ruined your father.

« Adien! My final arrangements are made and in a few
hours, all will be over with me.

Your loving father,
A, Duraxp.”

The statement contained in this lettcr completely puszied
Charles.  He liad previously had a settlement of accounts
withh Leroutticr, and by that gentlomauw's showing, so far
froe there being any balance in his hands there was a deficit
of some few thonsund franes, all claim to which, however,
he waived in favour of his friend's young daughter, Mar-
gucrite.  In support of his statement ho had produced a
packet of papers which had ever, semblunce of being care-
fully Lept accounts, receipts and releases.  How reconcile all
this with his fathor's statement ® and certainly that state-
ment must be correct since his father mude it in the very
presence of death, when no man can tell a lie.

To add to his difliculties the tradesmen's bills began to be_

presented and dlamour for payment, to Le heard.  The
servants, too, presented their just claims for arrears in
wages.

He seemed on the verge of despair! What could he do
m bis terrible position ? - After long pacing the room with a
feverish stride and fruitlessly endeavouring to find some way
out of his appurently hopeless predicament, e went to his
sister’s ryom and found her Rkoecling, weeping and praying
vefore an 1vory statue of the Blessed Virgin \\iicln had been
given her by hier mothier.  As yet she hiad been hept m ignor
ance of the dreadful manuer of hier father’s death. but now
Clacles revealed all o her and together they tooh counsel
as t how they could best weather the storm of misfortune
that had swept from them the whole of their worldly
fortune.

Marguerite showed the greatdst courage and strength of
mind and of judgemnt. In company with her brother she
sought afresh in every corner where papers might have been
found. but she was no more successful than he had been.

Frightful suspicions, amounting to a conviction, now
assailed Charles, and he hurried off to the Fanker's to demand
more cxplicit information with regard to his late father's
affairs.  With great diffichluy he at length gained admission
to Lorounttier’s presence and the interview was stormy and
painful.  Charles pointed out the terrible discrepancy be
tween the statement given by his dead father and that made

by the banker himself. In vain did the latter strive to ex |

culpate himself. Charles pointed out to Lim that if ordinary




