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LivyT, J. 8. VINTER ofVlch)rln, and Captatin H,
V. Epjioxhs of New WVostmntaster, aro our
authortzed Azounts for Britlsh Coliumbla,

Wc have to thank the courtesy of the
Librarian and Assistant Secretary of the
Royal United Sorvico Institution, fora re-
port of the 44th annusl meoting, which dis-
plays in a striking manner the zeal and
efliciency of tho officers to whase care ils
managom: st. i3 entrusted, espocially the
Seoretary and Librarian, and sffords a grati-
fying proof of the interest taken in mi'itary
scienco by those who have voluntarily, or
otherwiso, chosen a military life as a pro-
fession.

We have also to thank the Librarian for
copios of A Warning Voice from the Span-
ish Armada,” by Majot General T, B, Cotex-
soN, R.E, and a psper ‘*On Military (or
Strategetic) and Refuge IIarbors™ by Sir
Joax Coank, kat,, ). J..C. E, Un both those
interesting papers we shall hive something
to say at a futurse time; but what we deem
of most importancs just now is a papor en
titled, ‘¢ A Synopsis of the ‘History of Cav-
alry,’”” containing the programmo for the
competition invitel by [is Tmperial High
ness the Grand Duke NiwuoLas Nicuoraig
vitog, Inspector Goneral of Russian Cavalry,

As tho proposed competition is Inter-

national, and we have at loast ono Cavalry
Officer capable of ontering the lists, wo pub.

lish tho pnper in full—na isgnod by the
Secretary of the Royal United Servico Insti-
tution for tho information of all who may
wish to compete. ‘

Tho lst of authorities on this most inter-
esting subjoct {s of grent value, ns itenables
compotitors to at onco proceed to the con-
sultation of the historical records of the
various periods.

Wo bavo to thanle our good friend T\ D
SoLLIvAY, Egq., for the annual roport,

ROYAL UNITED SERVICE INSTITUYION,

Tho 44th annual meoting of tho Institu-
tion was held on Saturday, March 6th, in
the theatre of the Iustitution, Whitehall,
‘Tho Seoretary of State for War, tho Right
Houn. Gathorne Hardy was expeoted to pro.
side, but was provented by having to attend
n cabinet mecting. In his absence Lord
Pembroka occupied tho chair.

The report of the Council stated that dur
ing tho past year the net increase of mem-
bers amounted to 54, the total number now
being 4,330. ‘I'he funded proporty on the
1st January last was £10,189.2s.54d, as com
pored with £9,465.28.4d., at the boginning
of 1874. Durinﬁ the past year 397 volumes
were added to the librevy, 213 having been
purchased and 184 presented. The library
now contained 16,624 volumes, Inresponse
ito the offer of a prize medal for the best
essay on reoruiting T9 essays had been re-.
ceived, tho referees being General Sir Wm,
Codrington, G. C. B., Lieut..General SicJohn
St. George, K C B.,, and Major General
Shute, C. B, M. P. The report nlso ex
presead the regret of the Council at the
denth during the past year of one of the
Vice Patrons, the Right llon. the Eirl of
Dalhouste, and threo Vico Presidents—Colo
nel P. J. Yorke, I N. 8., Lieut. Geneéral
the Hon SirJ. Lindsay, K. C M. G,, and
Captain Packe.

Admiral Sir Alexandro Milne, G.C.B,, pro
posed, **That thereport now read be adopted
and printed for circulation among the memn-
bers."" In doingso hocongratulated thomem
bersupon the continued prosperity of the In-
stitution, which ernlerred groat advantages
upon those officers who ware connccted with
it, lvon foreign Governments were well
aware of the value of the lnstitution, as was
shown by the number cf charts and maps
which they had presented to the Libeary.
Considering the benefits which tho services
and through tne.n the Govornment derived
from the Instifutior, ae thuught it was only
fair that the Government should bo asked
to give soms assistance in obtaining a new
sito, where their Library and Museum might
be properly arranged.

General Sie T. Adie, X, C, B, R. A,,
seconded the resolutiog, which was unani

‘mously agreed to. -

General Sir F. Chapmnan, X. C. B,R E,,
proposed a vote of thanks to the rouring
members of Council, the re-election of Lieut.
Colonel F, R, Aikman, V. C.; Captain A. C,
Tupper, F.S, A.; Vice Admiral Ommnan
ney, C.B, F. R.S.; and the olection of
Lieut, Colonel Crossman, R.E ; Captain the
Right Hon. lord Gilford, R, N.; Captain J.
C, Wilson, R. N.; Rear Admiral Willes, and
Captain R. A, C. Scott,.RR. N,

Captain Szott, R. N., seconded the resolu:
tion. Tlo value of the Institution, he said,
greatly depended upon the support given to
it by its ionfluential members. It was not
cnough for English officers to be onadead
level of mediocrity with thnse of othor
Governments, Unless they wers in advance
of the oflicers. of other countries both in

arms nnd in their ability to bandle them,
it would bu impossiblo for Eufland to wain.
tain her prestigo and superiority.

Tho resolution having becn agrood to,
Col. Lord Wavenoy, A, D. C.. to the Queon,
proposed, and General Sir E, f{odge, K. C,
B., seconded, a vote of thanks to the Audi
tors, I'his was also agreed to,

Tho goll medal for tho best essay in Ro:
cruitin% was awarded to Captain H, W,
Hime, R, A, )

Vice Admiral Sic F. Nicolson, Bart. C. B.,
proposed tho thanks of the mealing to the
Referees who had adjudicatod on the merits
of the essays, nnd announced that the sub:
Jjoot for tho ensuing yesr would be the typo
of ships for the Royal Navy.

The motion having been ssconded by
Major General Stephenson, C. B., was agroed
to, as was also n volo of thanks Lo the Chair:
man, proposed by (Genoral Sir Wm. Codring-
ton und seconded by Admiral Ommanney.

ueneral Sir Wm, Codington, G. C.B,,
oxpressed his regrot at tho enforced ab-
senca of the Secretary of State for War,
but regarded it as an evidence ol the in.
terest tho Right tHon, Gathorne Hardy took
in the Institution, that he had requested
Lord Pembroke to ocoupy his place on this
occasion,

The Chairman in reply said that the Seo*
retary for War was greatly disappointed at
his absence, but had been suddenly sum*
moned to a cabinet mesting, He, himself
was quite convinced of the enormous ad*
vantages which the Institution offered to the
officers of the two.services, Tho great diffi-
aulty to ba dealt with on the question of
Reoruiting was the neocessity of combining
economy with efliciency, and this was always
a somewhat hard matter. The Institution
rendered groat service to the Government
on such poiats, and no doubt would oontinue
to doso in future.

.. The following Memorandum is ciroulated
for the information of those members of the
Iustitution and others who may wish to com-
pete tor tho Imperial Russian Prise Essay
on * The History of Cavalry,’ to be ren-
dored ut St. Potersburg on the lst (13th)
January, 1877.
By Order,

B, Brroess, Capt.,
. Secretary,
Whitehall Yard, Jan., 1875.

His Imperial Highuess the Grand Duke
Nicholas Nicholaievitoh, Inspector-General
of Russian Cevalry, recognising the incom-
pleteness of any existing treatise on cavalry
bistory, and considering that o important
a service merits the closest study, has de-
terminod, with the sanction of His Imperial
MMiijesty the Emperor of Russia, to offer for
the three best eisays on the above subject
three prizes of 5,000, 3,000 and 2,000 roubfes
respectively. Tn order to encourage inter.
national scientific intercourase, His Imperial
Higbness has decided to throw the compo-
tition open to all foreign arwmies, but non-
Russian competitors wiil have to get their
productions translated into that language,
All competing essays must be handed inat
St. Petorsburg on or beforae the st (13) of
January, 1877, when they will be carefully
examined by a committee nominated by His
Imperial Highness,and the prizes adjudged.

‘I'he programme {or suth essay, together
with an explanatory memorundum, and a
list of the books which may be consulted,
are appended hereto,

A. Gorrorp,
Major: Qeneral of the Suite of His Majesly
the Emperor, and :’lglilary Atlache to the
Imperial Russian Bmbassy in London.



