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flo of the cards this same ofticer managed to
get into his hands the right of contracting
for the purchase of old muskots and other
fire arms, and having them turned into
breech loaders at a cost of eight dollars
each, a sum said to be nearly two dollars in
oxcess of what it ought to be. N arly all
the arailable funds of the organization have
been absorbed in this direction, without, as
it I3 asserted, as lucid vouchers as could be
desired. But, who woull dare to interfere
with tho Secretary of War? Now, however,
it turns out that through seomo misunder-
ing relative to this contract, the partics eh-
giged in altering tho gumns are to receive.
in addition to the sum realized « a the eight
dollar arrangement, m amount reaching
many thousands more,

't As nmght have been expected, the courso
of this official has had its eflect upon 10
West Fourth street.  Tha Treasurer has ro
signed in disgust. The Adjutant-General
and his assistants have gono, followed by
tha two principal sceretaries and others.
The truth is, headquarters js all but desert-
ed, not a singla one of the old staff’ remain-
ing. 0'Neil only is to bie found at s post.
aud a new comer who has recently arrived
from Ireland. No one. it i< avered doubts
the honesty and patriotism of the prosident,
and, therefore itis that many are &ud to
sympathise with lum in his present unenvia-
ble condition. In the pursuit of an ignins
faius he finds, too Iat-, that he has left him-
self without a dollar in the world: while
less deserving men have managed to ad.
vance the interests of the cause that has
been his ruin. However. in ali this the
astulo observer cannot fiil to perceive * the
bemnning of the end,” and that the next
Fenian Congress will, possibly, bo tha last
that will ever be held on this continent.

The Volunteer Service Gazelte of the 22nd
of January has, under the title of **The
TForthcoming Drill System,” given its readers
an outiine of what the * New Field Exercise™
is Yikely to be, and says it will not Le a re-
vision of the manwmuvres now in use, but in
most respects radieally different therefrom,
embodying a simple and easily understood
system, involving the <0 Ll n of the greater
number of compiicated mov ments exces-
sively ornamental on the parade ground but
practically nseless in actunl warfure,

It is evident from the oulline given by the
Gazetle that ** the march of improvement™
in this direction has only began, and must
Lo considerably accelerated, especially
in the Columies, where the great mass of the
population must receive a nalitary training
10 a considerable extent, and that must be
necessarily the most simple and easily under-
stood which can be devised

In the present case the ** Horse Guards ™
have moved with a celerity which must
amaze those conversant with the conserva-
tisin and machinery of the War Office, and
the necessary caution requirasd in revolu
tionizing the system of pr.lical tactics on
which the discipline of tle vegular army was
founded His Royal Highness the Com-
manderin Chiel deserves great cradit for
the energy with which he devoted ls ut-
“tention to tho task by receiving suggestions
and plans fromn every guarter, irrespestive
of the authorities from which they emanated,

and by moans of a well constituted commit-l four-deep formation being quito exceptional.

tee trying each on its own merits, and finally
adopting that best suited to cach caso.
Practical tests being applied in overy case—
the result i» best givan in the words of tho
Gazelle:

** Aud now the main principles of the naw
squad, company, and battalion drill, ave, we

understand, finally settled, and wo are in a|

position to present our readers with the
chief features of tho «chemo. It is not, of
course possible, nor would is be desirable to
entor very closely into details which are still
susceptible of modification, and whnt we
now give must be considered by no means
as a working system, Lut merely as 2 gen-
eral accouut of the main changeswhich have
been resolved upon.

“The chief features of the new systemare,
in short, as regiwrds battalion drill, the
spandonment of permanent pivot flinks,
tho release of the captains fram their pres.
ent tharldom, (the substitution of move.
wments in fours for all doublo wheels, and
the abolition of all formntions by sections
and rubdivisions, except in forming square.

““The place hitherto held. in column or in
hire, by the captain, will, in future, be oc-
cupied by one of the subalterns, the captain
being, in column, probably in front, and in
line certainly m rear, of his company. All
wheels will be on moveable pivots. and in a

few exceptionable cases, the French plan of)

foiming up file by fila instead of wheeling
will be used. Theio being no absolate pivot
flanks, and the order of companics being
considered as of no importauce, an open
column will wheol into line to either hond,
or form successively by companies, a8 may
he most convenient. For the same reason
all changes of front in column will be made
by countermaching the companies indepen-
dently, the countermarch round the centre
and the manceuvres for ‘ changing the order
of vompanies * being abolished.

“The little used movement ‘along the
rear in open column’ is abandoned, and a
more practical mode of prolonging the hne
to s flank 1s substituted.

¢ For advancing and retising ¢ from a flink
or central campany in open column.’ a more
comprehiensive method is nsed, by which
wy comp iy -y be named to commence
the movean ut, tho companies on its right
follow'ng it, cuad those on its left coming
dterwmids. “The double wheels are, as we
said, done away with, each company moving
to its place in fours.  As any company may
commence these movements, there will be
no use £ 1 double columus of subdivisious.
which, indeed, would involve & prohibited
torm-tin, but double colummns of corap anics
are still allowed.

¢ Fiom line all eolumns will bo formed
rear of the named comp iny.

- Now wo como to the formations of line
from column. in which important changes
are made. These formations, whether from
open or closer colunins. will 2!l be made in
ong way—thit advocated by the American
General Morris—with the improvement that
all deployments are made upon the front
company. The prinaple, though very sim-
ple, is a littlo ddlicule to describe without
the aid of & diagram; but it will probably
be understood if we say that each company
15 led in fours by the shorlest line (o the piint
where its aumer flank is to rest, and then
moves, still in fours, along the alignment
dill it _has taken up its ground, when iuis
talted and fronted. Any number of com-
panies may, of course, go to one flank, and
tho remainder Lo the other, as at present.

«t Squares will, as & rule, be two deep, the

“Changes of front in line whl be done

-nearly as at present, excopt that tho com

pantes will always wheel on moveable
pivots. :

- These sro the principal altorations in
battalion dritl. It will be easily seen that
squad and company drnill will necessarily be
groatly simplified. In the latter drill, in.
deed, subdivisions and sections are allowed,
but they aro only to bo used for route”
marching. and nover, as we havesaid, in
the manosuyres of o battahon in the fiold,
except for tho formation of battalion
squares, As for ‘the close column of sec:
tions,’ 1t 1s altogether got rid of, companies
thraatened by cavalry simply forming fours
deep. and closing and fucing outwards. ,

“We refrain Irom auy description of light
infantry drill, for we believa that the details
aro not yet fully settled. We believe, how-
ever, that the men of each file are in future
to work side by side instead of one behind the
other, and. of course, supperts will move
always in fours to a flank dircetly or disgon-
ally, nstead of in echelon of sections.

We must not conclude without adverting
to a very important point, that of the rate
of march. ‘Ihis, both in quick and double
time, will, wo believe, ho considerably ac-
celerated. Grout pains bave been taken,
wo understand, to arrivo ata satisfactory
conclusion on this subject, every general
and commuanding officer in the United King-
dom having been consulted and every regi-
ment experimented upon. The time hon-
oured slow (ime ‘often takes leave, but
seoms loth to depart;’ butits final extine
tion appears at last to be drawing nigh. It
is still retained for funerals, of course, and
for matching past, but 1 the latter cuse
shorn of its glories by being perfoimed #ith
the ranks at close instead of opon order.”

This is indeed a great step in advance,
but it is evidently behind the requirements
of the dhy. Nuny Canadian Volunteer offi.
cers will be enubled to make such further
requisite imp-ovements on this system as
must adapt it to tho conditions necessary
for developing tha capabalities of their own
commands. It would appear that, under
existing conditions, the actual requirements
are: rapidity of movement—thorough know-
ledge of the use of the rifle—and 1he capa.
city 1o improvise cover. The first involves
tnorough subordination to command und
the power to act mechanically; advancing
in line or column, and most simple possible
of battalion mancuvres. The next demands
steadiness, care, and that methodical precis-
ion which can only be attained by practice,
while the last requires an amount of skill
which must of necessity be derived from the
instructions of the officers immediately in
command of the battalion umt. In future.
therefore, tho necessity for giving the officor
in commond of troops a more careful train
ingis sufliciently apparent, as they must
not only know how to drill soldiers but ac
as designers and instructors in  the comph
cated duties of a military englneer.

This simplicity of drill and manceuvre wil
necessitate a great oxtention of the dutie
of military engineors, because it will depend
in a great moasure on tho facilities with
wbich those impremptu entrenchments
may be thrown iulo a formidable lino of de




