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~I~nernaion1 T~esso s. el te serve o hytfio utrai bhent whleo te de.
Will flot forgi've your transgressions: their sin

0Vy REV. W. W. sbli'rH. wouid be of a very aggravated type-for they knewi that
idois were vain. Ignorance may lessen sin, but oniy peni.

LA252) T~ I~T DYS JOSUAIIJOS.2 4  tence and alonement can secure its pardon.
kr..ç LASTU DA S OF1SU. "14-29. Ver. 20.-Turfi and do you hurt: when they

li ODNTIXT.-" Choose ye this day whom ye turned to idols, God always punished them ; often by ietting
GOrLDseNv.-oh 4 their fons oppress theen.
CEhTi A serve."-Jos 24: t eveGd III. THE COVENANr.-Ver. 2i.-Nay, but we will

1 ETA RT.W uh osreGd serve the Lord : they deiiberately and beartîiy chose
SCONEcTiOn%.-Twenty.five years after entering Canaan, God. It is grlod togivewordstn the drcisions of nue hearts.
oshua, now Ilold and stricken in age," gathered the tri bes Ver. 22.-*Ye are witnesses against yourselves:
it Shechem (afterward "Sychar ") to g!ve themn bis iast you have chosen God ; if you turm away how -,reat wiii ber unseis. your sin! And they said : We are witnesses:-
NoTs.-Gods: These were idols wbicb men worsbipped they were quite ready to take ail the responsibhshty which

jesead of the true God. These gods were Dagon, Baal, belonged to their avowed choice. So the Christian; be
mAshtaroth. The Egyptians worsbipped the bull, tbe openiy chooses Gad, ani fakes everytbing that goes aiong

:rocodiIe and other animais. Other heathens make figures witb that choice.
)f wood and stone and bows down to tbem. Somne wor- Ver. 23.-Put away, said he, the strange Gods:
jbipped the sun and the stars. Egypt : one of the o]dest tbere must bave been some bidden idolatry among them,
puinties ini the svorld. joseph was sold by bis brothers jut as amongý us, secret unbelief, and trusting 1-1 sometbing
nto Egypt, and afterwards bis fatber and brothers dweit else than Chist.
txee. ht is enricbed by tbe Nile, and bas some of the Ver. -4.--The Losd our God wili we serve:

dest ruins, and the grandest bistory of any country in they again and again repeated their vow to se've, and wor-
e wouid. Flood : tbe river Eupbrates, wbscb was called sbip, and love God. Perbaps there are some in your ciass

Ihe Ilgreat river." (Gen. 15 : 18.) On its banks was the who bave nevtr said in wnrds that tbey would obey God and
ýpIendid city of Babyion, and in the land tbrough wbich it love Christ. Get thein to commit theniselres!
gows Abraham lived before be went to Canaan. Seven
ýcadted years after this t'e cbiidren of Israel were captives Ver. 25.-Made a covenant : twice the covenant

*ts bnks.had been puhiiciy and in a national manner mnade before-
a ~or-ce at Simai, or IlHoreb," sud aeain in the land of Moab.ITHE GooD C13OICE.-Ver. 14.-Fear the Lord,: (See bntbt mentioned; Dent. 29 : i.) Now this covenant a

'The fear of the Lord is tbe begirining of knowledge." soiemnly renewed. Statute and an ordinance:~Pov. I : 7.) A deep reverence, and fear f0 ofl'end ; sin- ohafxdh rnatosa hsdya tniglw
tere worship. Sincerity and Truth: God sees the .oan f thei transtition ."ti a s tniglw
ý2eattand cannot be d :ceiveti. Mere oulward worshîp or roet s w d .M esadohu
pre'ended reigion be %çili not accept. Put away th e. Ver. 26.- roeteewrs:MssadJsu
,Gods: reniains of heathenism, long survived among theni. ar'e eacb spoken of as '«writing " in a book. An officiai
Other side of the Flood : of the river Eupbrates, from 1 copy (perhaps the original one) was founel by Hilkiah, the
ýbencc Abraham came. (Geni. r!:- 31.) High Priest, long after. (i KingS 22: 8) And doubtless

Ver.î5. Sern eil ntoyou:if t i tonburen-copies were more or less multiplied even in those eariy days.Ver 15- Sernevl uto ou ifitis on urdn-A great stone : such memoriais are often mentioned-enme; if 3, know somne better way tban serving God. 1evirfences of covenants made or mercies recrilveil. So Bth«d,
Choose you thiS day:- so Eiijah cbailenqed the people 1 Ca/ted, Ebenezer, etc. This stone. calied a "nisela," re-
Img after. (1 KingS 18:- 21.-) The most important cboice a;miedln
ý-rson ever makes is to serve God. VTe wili serve the 1 nie ogin Shechem. (See Judges 9 :6)
Lord:- Jo5hua had decided for hiniseif, and bis famiy bad Ver. 27.-A witness unto us:- the advautage of sudh
kdcded. Our example may decide others. Instead of awstness is that it reminds us of our vow and engagement.

raî'ng t beinfience byotbes, w bae Me Ye e the bread and wine in tbe Lord's Supper. So sickness,
iraflic'g th eiecrn. tes w aeteprv(g l deasbs, or providences in our path of life. It is for God

Ver. i6.-God forbid that we shouid forsake jthus to rtmind uiý, and it is for us thus to remember.
the Lord:. it seemed easy and pleasant to serve God that .1Ver. 28.-Ever-y mnan went unto his inherit.
isy. Joz-hua bad tnld tbem of God's great deliverrces, ance: b.a-iing in the public assembiy piedged ourseives to
tzà given tbem bis own gond exampie. Sucb finies arc God, the beit thing we can do is f0 go bome and live for
ý0od te s trengtben the beaet against the lime of temptation God in our nrivate and home life. These people would, be

mdwans. 'nsmerpeaefo mtr"very bappy'tbat day, as they went home to their villages
Il. GOOD REAsoNs GiVEN-Ver. 170ut Of the and fields.

Land of Egypt: to the Israelite G;od's crowinîng inercy Ver. 29.-Died, heing a hundred and ten years
asiasthe deliverance froin Egypt. So to the Chris. old : Jo-shua died at the age of bisý ancestor joseph. He

sac, God's great rnercy is always the forgivrness of Hi was foety five yeais nId when he ieft EZVnt, eighty.tive years
ý1sS. It is such a great deliverance ! Ail the way in nId when be entered Canaan, and had ruled in Israel twenty-
çwhich we went: in the wijderness-prserving ibeni five years. A faitbfui mari, whosc only aimbition wvas te
n0M enemies-froni starvaf ion and thirst and beauing wî[tb please God and bave the people serve and worship Hini.
dl their waywardness. Drave out before us ail the PRAC'rICAti TEACm!'.'GS.
Peope: especiaU.y fbey mention the Amorite, the peopie 7.W :thoe rfain ob eta scosn)f the his, poweefui in wae ; yet Gnd drove theni out be- i. reainore th se. ofSng td sits. rlischos

siclurci.He s or Gd: heyhadsuc ovewblm 2. IbTis day " is the h-st, time we .shall ever bave for
zg reasons (but no more than we 1) for serving God thaf choosing GodI
Vt emy voe ocos ii steronGd 3. There are Ilgois " other tban those of wood and metal;
Ver. -x.-Ye cannot serve the I..ord : Joshua meant laslsion, pride, evii passion, selfiabriess, bad habits.
b~iis caution that if was an importanf and difficuit thing 4. Remembrances of God's mnercies is a gond reason for

0 be godly. To be heartiess in our huarts, and to 9o to choosing and scrving Himi. (Ver. 17, 18-1


