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Tnternational FT=essons.

BY REV, W. W. SMITH.

Bc ) THE LAST DAYS OF JOSHUA, {7,z
¥ Gorpen TExT.—* Choose ye this day whom ye
Furill serve.”—Josh. 24: 15.

i CoNNECTION.—Twenty-five years after eotering Canaan,
oshuz, now ** old and stricken in age,” gathered the tribes
Shelchem (afterward ** Sychar”) to give them his last
aosels.

Notes.—Gods : These were idols which men worshipped
finstead of the true God. These gods were Dagon, Baal,
P=0d Ashtaroth. The Egyptians worshipped the bull, the
Bsrocodile and other animals. Other heathens make figures
wood and stone and bow Gown to them, Some wor-
ipped the sun and the stars. Egypt: one of the oldest
Brovatries in the world, Joseph was sold by his brothers
@nto Egypt, and afterwards his father and brothers dwelt
ere. It is enriched by the Nile, and has some of the
andest ruins, and the grandest history of any country in
Bih: world, Flood : the river Euphrates, which was called
Mt “ great river.” (Gen. 15: 18.) On its banks was the
Wplendid city of Babylon, and in the land through which it
Rlovs Abraham lived before he went to Canzan. Seven
Eondied years after this the children of Israel were captives
g0n its banks.

® 1. THE Goop CsoOICE.—Ver, 14.—Fear the Lord:
@' The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”
: 7.) A deep reverence, and fear to offend ; sin-
®oere worship.  Sincerity and Truth: God sees the
art and cannot be d:ceived. Mere outward worship or
etended religion he will not accept. Put away the
pGods : remains of heathenism lopg survived among them.
fOther side of the Flood : of the river Euphrates, from
bencc Abraham came. (Gen. I71: 31}

Ver. 15.- Seern evil unto you: if it is too burden-
me; if y.  know some better way than serving God.
[Choose you this day : so Elijah challenged the people
Plong after. (1 Kings 18: 21.) The most important choice a
fpuson ever makes is to serve God.  “WWe will serve the
klord : Joshua had decided for himself, and his family had
Yecided, Our example may decide others. Instead of
¥arting to be infiuenced by others, we have tke privilege of
g rfiuencing them.

Bl Ver. 16.—God forbid that we should forsake
Ethe Lord : it seemed easy and pleasant to serve God that
g7, Jochua had told them of God's great deliverances,
d given them his own good example. Such times arc
od to strengthen {he heart against the time of temptation
nd weakness,  “ In summer prepare for winter.”

¢ 1. Goop ReasoNs Given.—Ver. 17.—Out of the
Eland of Egypt: to the Israelite God's crowning mercy
kwas always the deliverance from Egypt. So to the Chris-
fian, God’s great mercy is always the forgiveness of His
BS15s. It is such a great deliverance ! All the way in
hich we went: in the wilderness—prescrving them
m enemies—from starvation and thirst—and bearing with
their waywardness. Drave out before us all the

of the hills, powerful in war; yet God drove them out be-
Foe Istael.  He is our God : they had such overwhelm-
B reasons (but no more than we!) for serving God that
Xty solemnly vowed to choose Him as their own God.

Ver. 19.—Ye cannot servethe Lord : Joshua meant
this caution that it was an important and difficult thing
30be godly. To be heartless in our hearts, and to go to

Epeople : especially they mention the Amorites, the peopls !

hell, we have obly to follow our natural bent. If they de-
cided to serve God they must give their whole souls to it.
Will not forgive your transgressions: their sin
would be of a very aggravated type—lor they /4new that
idols were vain. Ignovance may lessen sin, but only peni-
tence and atobement can secure its pardon.

Ver.20.—Turn and do you hurt: when they
turned to idols, God always punished them ; often by letting
their foes oppress them.

ITII. Tue CovEnanNT.—Ver. 21.—Nay, but we will
serve the Lord : they deliberately and hearuly chose
God. It is good to give words to the decisions of our hearts.

Ver. 22.—~Ye are witnesses against yourselves:
you have chosen God ; if you turn away how great will be
your sin! And they said: We are witnesses:
they were quite ready to take all the responsibihty which
belonged to their avowed choice. So the Christian; he
openly chooses God, and takes everything that goes along
with that choice.

Ver. 23.—Put away, said he, the strange Gods:
there must have been some hidden idolatry among them,
just as among us, secret unbelief, and trusting in something
else than Christ,

Ver, 24.—The Lozd our God will we serve:
they again and again repeated their vow 1o serve, and wor-
ship, and love God. Perhaps there are some in your class
who have never said in words that they would obey God and
love Christ.  Get them to commit themselves !

Ver. 25.—Made a covenant : twice the covenant
had been publicly aod in a national manner made before—
or.ce at Sinai, or ** Horeb,” aud again in the Jaod of Moab.
(See both mentioned; Deut. 29 :1.) Now this covenant was
i solemnly renewed. Statute and an ordinance:
Joshua fixed the transactions of this day as a standing law-—
an :uiicle of their ¢ Constitution.”

Ver. 26.—WTrote these words : Moses and joshua
are each spoken of as “ writing” in a book. An official
i copy (perhaps the original one) was found by Hilkiah, the
 High Priest, long after. (r Kings 22: 8) And doubtless

copies were more or Jess multiplied even in those early days.

A great stone : such memorials are often mentioned—
| evidences of covenants made or mercies received. So Bethel,
| Galeed, Ebenezer, etc. This stone, called a ¢ piilar,” re-
i mained long in Shechem. (See Judges g:6) .
| Ver, 27.—A wiiness unto us: the advantage of suck
"a witness is that it reminds us of our vow and engagement,
| So the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper. So sickness,
| deaths, or providences in our path of life. Tt is for God
| thus to remind us, and it is for us thus to remember.

I Ver. 28.—Every man went unto his inherit.
;ance : having in the public assembly pledged ourselves to
- God, the best thing we can do is to go home and live for
+ God in our private and home life. These people would be
. very happy that day, as they went home to their villages
i and fields.
© Ver. 29.—Died, being a hundred and ten years
: o}d : Joshua died at the age of his ancestor Joseph. He
! was forty five years old when he left Eaypt, eighty-five years
. old when he entered Canaan, and had ruled in Israel tweaty-
" five years. A faithfai man, whose only ambition was. to
please God and have the people serve and worship Him.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

1. Ve mzesf choose.  Professing to be neutral is choosing
to remain ot the side of Satan and sin, .

2, * This day” is the bzst ime we shall ever have for
choosing God ! .

3. There are “‘goAds” other than those of wood and metal §
tashion, pride, evil passion, selfishness, bad habits.

4. Remembrances of God’s mercies is 2 good reason for
cheosing end serving Him.  (Ver. 17, 18.)




