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TH-E UNION MEETING 0F 1866.

In addition to the record given in our last number of the transactions of the
Congregationàl Union of Canada and the associated societies, a few words of
comment on the spirit and resuits of their recent meetings seema to be called
for, in order that those ivho were net present may have a more complote
idea of the occasion.

As te numbers, the meeting was smallcr than usual, especially ini dele-
gates There were fortv ministerial members present, but only twetity-four
representntives cf the churches. We suppose we xnay tbank those universal
di-tirber-s, the Fe3nian%, for reducing the attendance, for, in addition to the
usual difficulties of leaving home and business for a week, miny, wlio niglit
otherwise miglit have been tDat the meeting, were or hnd been 11,at the front,"
or were left short-handed through having sons or emnployés there.

The spirit of the meetings, however, was good-very good. In the devo-
tienal services, brethren drew near*to God and te one another. In the business
discussions, thero was at frep handlingr of the matters W*hich, came up for decision,
and the resuit was a general agyreement ia the resuits arrived at, and an
increasîng degree of confidence la eèacli other. The publie meetings were also
cf unusuial interest.

WYe g[adly express the feeling whiclh we heard on every band, that at this
meigteCongregational cause inCaniada showed itself te have Iltouclied

the ottrn l an tunedthecornr."Varousdepressing influences had
been at work for severaf years past, and were feit te paralyse exertion ia every
direction. But those influences are being surmounted. There is a grewing
conviction of Ïhe value of our distinctive principles-that ihere is in thein 'a
power for good, an element of value ini the christianisation of these colonies,
which mal-es them vo'rth conteuding for, and sliould forbid the absorption cf
these churches in the larger bodies around us. I our missienary movements
the sense of internai powver is waxing strenger, and the desire for independence
becoines more irrepressible. Our missienary organizatiena 18 in a shape
requiring littie or ne alteration te enable it; te rua alone. Brethren found
theniselves unexpectedly unanimous upon the policy of first consolidating the
'work already in band, and then loeking at aggressive inevernents. We judge
the conviction te be universal, that the tume past may suffice for debates with
the Colonial Missionary Society, and that there are but twe alternatives open
te us-to work with themn quietly, or-to part. We look upon it as a matter
cf ne sligbt consequence, that the necessity cf incrcnsing the salaries of pastors
has forced itself promineaitly on the attention of the body. From the comn-
binéd influence cf thre feelings and movements above alluded te, we look for
an increase in the numl:er f candidates for the ministry, and the consequent
reinvigoiaion cf the College. The Widows' Fund, in spite cf the negleet of
the m-ajcrity of the churches, and the non-conneetipn cf se tnny zninisters, is
istendilv graining strengtb. And last, perhaps net least, the CAAININDE-

PENENTeMege from, tEe Union meeting in axnpler dimensions and on a
firmer b)asis.

One feature of the Inte meeting we nmust net fdil te, notice, namely, a strong
sense of tbe need cf improvemeat ia the mode cf eonducting business. Wle
fully share, and bave olten expressed, the general feeling on this matter. Yet
we are, bouad te ,ay, that, baving witnessed the proceedings of several eccle-

sisicaI -assemblies, te say nething of municipal and par liamnentary bodies,
for etiCre fieedom, yet cuYteisy and brotherliness, we bave neyer, teen SUT rneet-


