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scholar to a belief in “no horeafter,” but that nearly the entiro
audience wero brought to the same opinion. Surely that must
havo been the Pentecost of our cause. The spread of Freethought
opinions was noxt recognized in u résolution moved by the Rev
Joshua Denovan, who startled tho audience by aunouncing thut
“ Infidelity was in a stato of white heat activity,” and that in
Mr, Piddington's large book stors hie learned that thero was no
demand for * Evidences of Christianity ;" but ruther for essays
and reviews in favor of scepticism.  Probably some of my
frionds may imagine that the Chiistian ministry are about to
abandon the rolo of the Ostrich, when pursued Ly hunters, and
to meet Freethinkers faco to faco; but they are mistaken. Tne
“ Ostrich” has only removed its head long enough from the pro-
toction of the sand to givo the mouth's appesl for more * mcuey
clearance of utterance,

CHARITY in its noblor application, appears to form no part of
the Rev. Joshua Denovan's code of virtues, for at tho mecting
above referrod to, aftor citing numerons incidents to prove that
Romanism had u» demoralizing effect upon ite believers, he eapped
the climax by making the bold, unpriucipled assertion that it
reduced Franca to such a degraded position that her men lacked
manliness, and her women lacked virtue. Surely it is time that
national projudices should bo relegated to tho sink of oblivion ;
but there is a strong probability that religious ignormnce and
bigotry, and not national animosity, may bo the source of the
stander. It is but fair that manliness should be defined. If it is
defined in the sonso of bravery, courage and boldness, the wars of
France, and especially the recent beroic defence made by her
Provisional Government, givean ample and full contradiction to the
slander; but is there not a nobler interpretation of manliness ?
Does not truc mai liness find its w-*nspring in humanity ¥ In
“ Views Afoot,” Bayard Tuvlor says that minong *“ tho dwellers on
tho hills of Proveuce, and besido the swift Rhone, wo almost in-
variably found Kind, %onest fearts, and an aspiration for something
better. * *  We found few so hardoned as to be insensible to a
kind look or a friondly word, and nothing mado us forget we were
among strangers as tho wany tokens of sympathy which mot us
whon least looked for.” Surcly this is o proof of bumanity ; and
whero there is humanity chero is found the highest and noblest
typo of manliness. I cannot discover language too forciblo to
express my abhorrenco of the umnanly manner in which the
women of & whole nation aro coolt characterized as wanting the
brightest jowel in woman's crown. Virtuo, in the scoso of
chastity, I, in common with Freothinkers, beleive to be, and to
have boen, in avery country and in every age, among the highest
cvolution of bumanity, and oven awmongst tho lowost buman-
avimal, the common property of woman, and that cases of un-
chastity bear the ssme numerical relation to chustity which cases
of disessc, in o heulthy community, bear to health. If Roman

spoculation and investigation by endeavouring to think in accord
with the teachings of their futliers.  In what theological sominary
is Frecthought taught in that sonse? Thoro is scarcely a
theological seminary in christendow in which studeats aro not
cotopel'ed to subscribo to a confession of faith before they enter.
Where then is tho frevdom of thought? ¥reethinkers are con-
sistent, for without exception they contend thut the education of
children should be purely secular, and thut religion should be for
the a2dult, or the young person of mature faculties, either to receivo
or to reject.

ILLEGITIMAOY.

The copy of petition below, was sent by a friend in Salem. It
was presented to thoe Alussachusetts Legislature in 1876, and
is about to bo presented again this winter:

“To the Senato and Mouse of Representatives : We, the under-
signed members of the community respectfully petition your
honorable bodies to abolish * Illegitimacy ” from our midst, and
thus enable overy woman who stands in the connection or relation-
ship of u wife, in any respect towards any man, to sustain her
position respectably, by acknowledgiug publiclysuch relation, and
recording her name ay # married woman, endowed with all the
rights and privileges pertaaning thereto, so that the law of nature,
which in all cases executes its judgmont towards women, shall
not bo iutercepted in ity judgment towards meu by all legal im-
munity from its results. Every u an knows that no child can be
illegully imposed upon woman. thereby creating ¢ father women ”
and illegitimate children. In this uplifting of ourselves we ask
you to legully sustain us, removing every obstacle, and extending
overy protection.,

Thoe above petition is a just and wholesome demand. A man
who is in the causo of bringing a child into the world withont
making such provision for it and itsmother’scotnfort asis made by the
superior aud many of tho less intelligent animals, sinks below
theso animals in all that should characterizo & man. It s he, snd
not tho child thut is & bustard. We never can have & high social
morality until we protect innocent children. and brand as infamous,
the authors of their generation and abandomment. To force a
child into the world under conditions which subject it to msult,
poverly, and a lifo of socizl inequality with others, is a foul uct of
treason, and is ix many cases, worso than murder.  The victim of
the murderer may bo cut off from life, perhaps of suffering ; but
tho other bas lifo thrust upon it, to be pelted during its continu-
ance by overy mean, narrow, and despotic spirit whom the law
way Lave stamped legal, but on whoso brow every true and pure
heart would write in plain black letters, tho word devil. To Lo
sired by a mean wretch is misfortuno cnough.  Bat for the law to

¢ sulyjoct tho innocent child to a condition less honorable than that

should tho women of tho Sonth of Ircland bave a world wide

repatation for chastity? Why should Protestant Scotland, and
Mothodist Cornwall, present to tho world the largest per centage of
illegitimato bitths! Personally opposed as 1T am tcall forms of
priestly governmont, I prefer to asssil, on purcly intellectual
g?unds, tho church of Rome, mather than by the foul tonguo of
abuso.

Tho same reverond gentlaman, in tho very same sposch, cavilled
in tho usnal manner against Liberal Thinkers ealling thomsolvcs
Frocthinkers; and he mado tho usual claim that Christian min-
isters encouragod freedom of thought. Now, that very assertion
makes it sclf-cvident that he, as a christian ninister, accopis the
application of tho word in & much narrower senso than Freo-
thinkers do. In advoating what is called Frecthought, we
contond that all human beings shouli pursuc knowledge nncon-
fined by tho limits of preconcsived opinions, »nd that overy
eacouragoment should bz given to young persons to think for thom-
wolvos, and to accept traths or principles on account of their
intringic value, rather than to dull the keen edgo of criticism,
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held by its father, is & concentration of cruelty. 1 know no wonly

Catholicism bas made the women of France wantons, why then ' by which to express iy abliorrenco of the law and its upholders.

—JLositive Thinker.
We endurso  without veserve the above comments. They aio
all brave true wonds~-£4d. Journal

WHAT SHOULD BE THE BASIS O UNION FOR
LIBERALS ?

By Gro. E. Baxtes.

Tho subject of Union is 2 practical and important one for tho
consideration of Liberals. Liherals aro social beings liko otler
mon and women. \Whon liberals coaso to associato and sympathise
witls thoso who satortain differcat theological opinions fiom them-
selves, it is not because they aro indifferent to tho pleasures and
advantages of sympathy and union; but it is from Ik of
that common purposo and warm sympathics 20 necossary to form
a truo union of beart and purposo. Liborals do not fail to take
interost and join bands with anyone, in the wany common in-
torests of society, that are independent of class and creed. No



