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wentioned, T think it must be evident to the
Preshytery that sieps should soon be taken
ta consolidate and strengtiien these missions
by extending to them the privileges and ad-
vantages of new congregations. Thirty years
ago a session was regularly coustituted under
the ministry of Rev. Jumes Morrison, at
Tawrencetown, and the Lord’s Supper aunu-
ally to a respectable number of commuuicants
in that township. Several of these commu-
nieants are still living in that place in con-
nection with owr Church, who would esteedt’
it a high privilege to have renewed opportu-
nities of dedicating themselves and the youth-
ful members of their families to the cause of
God in the observance of one of the most so-
lemn ordinances of religion. Several heads
of the families were also communicants in
our churches in Halifax before their removal
to Sackville, and they would no doubt scon
lie joined by others in that district i elders
were ap}minted and ordained, and the Sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper anunually dis-
pensed there. I think some of the office-
bearers of the Church who are accustomed to
minister to crowded assemblages of hearers,
labor under a misconception if they believe
that religious priviieges, and more especially
the solemn ordinances of the New Testament,
ought to be confined only to largs and regu-
Iarly organized congregations. We &ll know
that the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was
first dispensed by the Saviour himself to only
twelve persons, his own chosen Apostles, and
we believe it has since been dispensed at
different times to a still, smaller namber of
members. ‘To facilitate the formation and
growth of fruitful branches of the infunt
Church of Christ, the Apostles ordamned el-
ders in every Church which they planted, and
"Iitus was left by the Apostle Paul in Crete,
that he might set in order the things that
were wanting, and ordain elders in every oi-
ty, as he had been appointed. It we consult
the history of other (?hurches at the present
day on these and other matters of order and
discipline, we find that their proceedings ap-,
pear to be more in conformity with primitive
observance and usage thau the practices
which have obtained among ourselves, and
much more conducive to the important work
of Church extension and Christian edification.

T am at a loss to know whether it is expected g
that I, as Superintendent of Missions, should
furnish the Presbytery with au extended view

of the missionary stations under my own im-i

mediate charge. This, in present circum-
stauces, would be no easy task. However!
desirable it might be to have a public regis-
ter based upon accurate statistics

this and kindred topics from the returns
made at the census to be taken throughout
Nova Beotia in tho ensuing spring. We
know enough. however, of the condition of
the country to be erabled to state that the
wants of our people in many places ave but
inadequately supplied, For it would be a
grievous mistake were you to believe that
your missionary, Mr. Stewart, and I can ex-
tend our ministrations to all the adherents
of the Church in the eight or ten western
counties of the Province, where there is still
much land to be possessed. In days long
gone by I freqnently preached and assisted
at the dispensafion of* the Lord’s Supper at
Cornwallis, at Lunenburg, at Shelburne, at
Yarmouth, and other places, and enjoyed
much delightful religious intercourse with
such eminent and devoted ministers as the
late Rev. W. Forsythe of Cornwallis, the
late Mr. Fraser of ﬁunenburg, Mr, Lang of
Shelbrne, now of Glassford, and their con-
gregations. Now, although a wonderful
change has since taken place in the structure
of saciety, and although new arrangementa
and conncctions among the Preshyterians
in these districts have since been formed, and
although the Church of Seotland appears at
present to be entirely - ignored in more than
one-half of the Province. I have reason to
believe that she has still in many places as
warm and steadfast friends as ever, who can
searcely tell why or for what reason they have
left her communion; more, it is to be feared,
from neglect on the part of the Church than
from disaffection on the part of the people. I
had an excellent opportunity of testing the
truth of these remarks during a visit which I
paid last summer to a number of intimate
friends at Chester, Lunenburg and Liverpool.
Old attachments in these places were in-
stantly revived, friendly greetings exchanged,
and brotherly kindness manifested. I re-
ceived a greater number of invitatiens to
preach than Icould comply with. Ifound
several Protestant districts but occastonally
and imperfectly supplied with the ordinances

i of religion, and I have no doubt that if I had

had leisure to extend my missionary journey,
I would have met with additional spiritual
destitution in many other placss, and numer-
ous openings for missionary labors anongst
the rapidly increasing population of these
western counties. It is sufficient for me at
preseut to have brought this highly interest-
ing subject under your notice, leaving the
Presbytery, as in their wisdom they may see
meet, to adopt whatever course may be deem-
ed proper for advancing the interests of the

information , Redeemer’s kingdom in all parts of the Pro-

of the exact number of members and adher- | vince.

ents of the Church scattered among the gen-
eral population over the different eounties
aud settlements of the Province, we have not
in the meantime sufficient materials collected
for filling up such a document. We may,
however, expect much usetul information on |

Joux MARTIN,
Superintendent of Missons,
Halifax, 5th February, 1861,
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