
THE CHURCH OP SCOTLAND.

ways their interest in her, inviting ber to
their bouses, and introducing ber to their
friends; and ail this becausc she was a con-
vert front Protestantismn. This, she se-
knowledges, went farther than she liked,
even at tirat. And by and by it became
positively distaitefut to ber to be aiways
introduced to new friendsand acquaintances
as a couvert froni heresy to the true faitb.
The way in wbich these varions influenfes
operated on a xnind like hers bas a lesson
for us al. But 1 pass froin them, to notice
the account given by ber of the way by
whicli ber eyes were opeed, and she ban
to discover lier mis ae. Dissatisfaction
took the place of unquestioniug acquies.
cence, confidence was turned into distrust.
The utter hollowneas of tbe systein filled
ber with disgust, and she Ieftitasdecidedly
and openly as she had joined it, greatly to
the surprise and indignation of those she
bail be mingling witb, snd who had
made so xuucb of ber under ber uew pro-
fession.

WHT LEAVE TUE CHURCR OP ROSE
The process of return included in it snch

stages snd states as these :-Feeling that
she must do sometbing of herself te save
ber soul as she had doue front the firut, and
caruest as sh. was to make her own doings
the grounds ot ber bope, she .yet never feJt
tiat Me Aad done enouqh to sare hn. A t
nigbt, after a bard day's work JIoue in this

spnwbcn sbe lay down she would Say te
herseif, 'If this is the bast 1 eau do to keep
the law aud please Gad, I woold be afrsid
to trust myself te it fur my acceptance sud
pardon.' And under this conviction sbe
would feel restiessand miscrahie. It was
a f..eling tisat neyer forsook ber entirely;
and it followed ber, very mucb as Lutber's
did tili ha heard it whispered ini bis ear,
Thejust iball five by faiUh.
Tbis was the lirst restoring inifluence.

Another was tbe iow, the very low opinion
whicb sbe was soon led te forn of the
priess. What shesays of their moral char-
acter I arnuld flot here repeat. or bow site
thinks we would view thens bail we only
sccu them and known thean as sbe bad
donc. No languagre is too strong te ex -
press ber eontcmpt for thons as a csass. In
point of intelligence, she fourud them vorse
even thtan in the respect alluded te. Their
ignorance wwas tounding, and their chi-
canery and hypocrisy incredible. Taise a
specimen or toc Ont tite the subjc: talked
of was tranjubstautiation. She cottld flot
undcrutand or balieve in tbis doctrine, aud

It:dber difficultias. These difficulties
the priest triad to avoid b generalities;
but wban prassaed closel, La Mid, -Weil,
it is flot necessary to bolfieve that in order
:o bc saved.' 'lBut your books say it as

necessary,' ah. replied. ' Oh, yes, ' said the
priest, ' it is "ood for a certain class to be-
ieve it if they like, and wc just let thens

do so.' "But i flot that bypoerisy aud
deception, to say aud teaeh sud les others
believe what you don't believe yourselves V'
' Oh no,' said the priest; 'ostr Cburch says
it, and if we believe it because the Chsirch
saya it, that is qttite euough.'

Another tins., the subjeet spoken of beiug
tbe word o! God, ' Wbat do yott make of
tiie Bible l' she asked. ' We bave tbe
Bible,' was the answer, ' but tb. Church
giveï tbc defluition aud the interpretation,
sud every oue is not Ieft te interpret as h.
thinks fit, which is dangerous, sud a sn
'Weil,' ah. added, 'wîil you tell me where
1 will get the proper interpretation, for I
have neyer seen it, and would like to see
iL.' ' No doubt,' said the priest, ' out
Churlit bas it somewhere, aud It is infal.
lible.' 1Tell me where, sud tell me atso.
did .Yom ever see is' 'No$' h. replied, ,'I
neyer did, but our Cbureb bas it; God bas
given it the keys, sud the great princiîtle is
to bave faitb in the Charch. H1e ta
doubteth is damued.' She coufessedl ihat
she could not sc this, sud nsaiutainad ' tbat
if there weto s right interpresation of God's
will eonssined in th. Bible, snd the Chureh
had it, it sbould not keep it secret. Every
one bad a right to know it, and it was un-
just sud cruel to keep it bld, for in a masser
so important as ste salvation o! tbe sosal
there should be no uncertsinty.' 1 Well, it
may be se, but every out of us muast jisst
look afser himself in ibis matter,' said tbe
priest. 1 That is precisely what 1 thiuk,'
ah. added ; 'und flot take it for grantedl
that sny oue eau do thia for suother, aince
every one must give account of himself un-
te Grod.' The amount of intelligence dis-
played by the spiritual guides of wbose
conversations the aboya arc s speciweu, as
well as the sentiment it was likely to in-

.pire in ste mmnd o! eue who was earuest
about ber soul, sud bail not vet shaken off
the souud teaebing of the Shorter Cate-
chism raceived iu early life, may be better
imagined titan described.

Anotber repelling iniffuence came fromn
the confession. She otten weut so con-
fesson, snd ofteu received absolution; but
she never was cicar upon the point, snd in
ail probability woi>ld have stopped short
lu the baginning bad net ber fear beau
allayed tbrough misraprasautatiou. At
lirat, diey quieied bier scruples by telling
ber shat the priest was notbiug-no more
titan -m ordiuary tan, aDd thatheclaimed
Do power of pardoning sin; tst it was
only as a menus of ssrengthening aud guid-
ing the soul that confession was enjoîned.
But by sud bv sbe was told that it was God


