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JANUÂRLY, 1871.

COURTS 0F TuIE SISTER PROVINCES.
NOV A SCOTitA.

The closer commercial arud political relations
now being cultivated betu Cen the différent
Provinces of the Dominîion can in no way be
better cemented than by diffusing as widely
as possible, within the lirnits of Dominion
territory, correct information upon ail those
topics in which. each section féels a cominon
intcrest and pride with the others.

A few years ago Nova Scotia and New
Brunsw;ck were to us in the west places of
comparative indifference, and we knew but
little of the people, institutions or resources of
the Provinces. But the times bave changed,
and already an interest bas been awakened, and
a dergee of anxions inqniry created amnongst
us, conicerning onr eastern brethren, which wc
have renson to believe they heartily recipro-
cate, and which promises to be productive of
iasting benefit to the whole Domainion.

Anxious therefore fur ther to increase this
interest, and stimulate this spirit of inquiry
into still greater activity, as welI as to fulfil
the duties which corne legitimately within our
sphere, we give to our readers in this issue a
sketch of the Courts of Nova Scotia, their

powers, fanctions, ofTicials, &c., tvlicl et'e hîpe
w'ill, su far as tinat Province is corietmnru,
accomplish the end we have in vi 'w.

We way mention that our inlotuuattîori j'
fromn an authcntic source in Nova ,cotia,
whence also we hope to Uo able to obttîue oc-
casionally for publication short nlote's of bot-
portant decisions, w luich will alffrd our pro-
fessional readers at least a konhdeof te
laws and leglil procedure of tlitt Provinue
that cannot faiu to be of interest.

Taie SutiOE CoioT.

The Supremne Court for the Province,, of
Nova Scotia (having an Equbîy suie over thh

the Eqnity J neige presides) exercices tlie ntuflîO

powers as are exercised by the Courts, of
Queen's Bench, Comînon Pleas, Clvanceî'y and
Exehequer in England. Its original j urisdiction,
being hoth legal and equitable, embraces alli
kineis of actions, cus and suits, criminal
and civil, real and personal, eiscept auctions for
debt untier $20, in wlîich case it exorcises
only appellate jurisdiction. It aI 'o ltas potver
to avoid patents of land by process of etocheat,
and possesses concurrent j urisdiction evith the
Vice Admiralty Court, onder' an Imperial
Statute, for the trial of persons charged w'ith
te commission of crimes and misdaeaelnourls

on the high seas. Its practice and procedure
are prescribed hy the revi.sed statutes of Nova
Scotia, based upon aud assimiilated to the
English Commonl Laiw Procedure Inct l
cases not specially provided for hy the qia-
tutes its practice and proceedingu tîlorn as
nearly as may be, to the practi 'e and procu'ed-
ings of the Soperior Courts of Conor Law-
in force previous to the flrst ycar of the reigu,
of William IV., the proceedingq au-i practie.
of the Court of Queen's Bench in L'ngland,
however, prevailing where those Courts JuTfer,
fromn each other. This court, presided over
by any one of the judges, holds two Sessions
a year for trials of issues in faet, and of Oyer,
Terminer and General Gaol Delivery, in every
County of the Province. In H-alifax County

1those Sessions are called Sittings, and eltie-
where they are designated Ternes.

Tho Supreme Court alto sits twice a year,
in baneco at Hlalifax for hcaring arguments of
rules for new trials, appeals from the Sessions
of the Equity Court, the Courts of Insolvencey,.
Courts of Probate, Courts of Sessions, and
from orders and decisions of single jueiges
sitting at Chambers, as well as for the argu-


