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NATURE STUDY-No. XIX.

NAwUR STruDV AD nSE CANERA.
By FEAM«K T. Suvt, M-A.

As we undersand the terun, popularly, to-day, Nature Study
is praunarily and esseotially the. study of the. out-of-doors. Thereiin
lies its great fascination and chamu. It takes us out into the. sun-
mime and fres i ir-aid that is wiierein it diters front our ordinary
scholastic work. Away--body and uind-for the. dune Iroun
bricks and mortar a"d books and desks to learo what we cano f
the forun and life and habits of plants and anlunâls, to coosider the
meaog of thie rocks and the. soil, tiie clouds and tii. rais, but
what is of fart gie value. to realize as we have neyer don. be-
fore the. beauty ai fora, of motio and of color in iiie things
about us-tat in part, is thie essence of Nature Study and
what it helps us to, do. Forest and fiaid. river and streaun, tiie
earth and tii. sky, ail may be made to contribute towards tbis
knowledge and ail looloed at ariget may help, us in tiie recognition
of tiie beautiful anid tins add m.ucii to thie ejoyunet of hf Our
eye muid our mind are opened te, the. beauty of the. thîngs about
us. Tiere i. created or developed within us a new ese-tii.
realization of tii. beauty tiat lies in fer, and color.

Now, it is evident tiat tii. &rst step in Nature Study is to
conrectly observe. This is by no meas sncb an easy iatter as
many may suppose. It is a rare art, tiougii a fascination on.
It sot only requires time-on. migiit qay, leisure-and concentra-
tion of tiongiit, but aiso practice. To a certain degre it is a
gift, bore in us, i.a., tiat we difer, naturally. in Our ability to *see
clearly aid accurately and take note of tiie thingi about us, but
11k. ail gifts it must be develnped and traieed before kt cam reaci
its iiigbest attainment Noreover. it is au art ihat cas be acqired
eve by thone who by nature are in a larg measure unosrat
and we beliee tiat te sncht. especiahly. is this study one of great
valueý. How many of u% go throngh lf. witiiont unaking a cier
iea concept even of tii. trees and plants passed and repassed

alnost ever day, se mncii se, indeed, tiiat somn have neyer
recorded (unentally) tii. difeérence in contour betvee an e1.

Mid a maple!


