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is followed in prayer by a boy of flfteen
years, wlio earnestly piays that "Il-le
who holdeth the Kin,'s heart in His
hand to turn it whithersoever He will,"
rn1ay touch with pity the hearts of the
rulers, that their parents may no longer
be unjustly detained ini prison. At
length another boy risei and -earinestly
exhorts his companions that the meet-
ings whrch have been established in
the power of God may not be allowed
to go down, even though the fathers
and mothers are iniprisonied, but that
the children may corntin~ue to gather ln
the strength of Him who said IlWhere
two or three are gathered together in my
name, there arn 1 in the midst of theni.

A few moments of reverent silence
follow, rudely broken by the entrance
of three mnt. One, the informer, a
short man with low forehiead, high
cheek bones, and a massive jaw, steps
forward, and says:

"May it please your honors, for
three weeks 1 have wvatched this place,
and every Sabbath these," with a wave
of his baud toward the children, 'Imeet
bere and preach and pray." The man
to whorn the others look foi orders is
tali and slim: b is black bair falîs over
a narrow brow, under which and near
together are small, steel gray eyes ; bis
dress proclainis hlm a minister of the
Bstablished Church. H-e glarnces sternly
at the children, but only a few of the
youngest show any fear, thien with a
scornful gesture hie bids the other man,
who is an officer to " take them." It
is an easy task; those children have
been well taught, and froni their in-
fancy have imbibed the principles of
peace. The officer marches theni be-
fore hiru rapidly down the street. With
nîotherly care tbe older girls look after
and cor-nfort the littie ones, but the
flashing eyes and indignant bearing of
some of the oider boys show a spirit
which is only kept down by strong self-
control. But their march is flot to be
uj-nmolested ; -a rabb!e of rude men and
bqys, soon gathez about themn with pro-
fane words and coarse jests, but they
aýre ngt satisfiecl with rnere insu1ts, and
soon begin te pelt theni with rnud and

stones. The fair and modest Ellen
Evens, who offered prayer in the
children's meeting, is roughly seized by
a young miscreant, and in bis en-
deavors to escape hier scarf i-, tomn
t'rom iber shoulders and lier bonnet
knocked off. Wm. Caton now places
hiniself between theni, and receives the
blow designed for the young girl. A
small boy is knocked down and kicked
before lie can i-ise. Th'le clergyman, by
bis silence, encourages the mob, which
grows more dar ng, and it is a relief
when the hou-.e of correction is reachied,
and the cbildren hurried wi hin its
walls.

(ro be coiiued.)

LANG UAGE.
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There is so mu-h hurry and bustle
lu this fast age, and men communicate
with one another in abbreviation to
such an extent -that it is a matter of
tboughtful consideration what the in-
fluence of ail this will be upon Ian-
guage. People wbo think and act with
railroad, speed must have words to cor-
respond. The tendency to abridge
speech, to coin one word 'which shahl
express the wbole thought-or cover
the whole act, whether it be a business
transaction or a social enjoyment, is
greatly encouraged by the modes of
expressi'on. ln the general diffusion of
knowledge there is less training of tbe
nîind to habits of correct tbought and
beauty cf expression tban formerly.
Education must be practical, and few
bave the flrmness -and singleness of
purpose to pursue a course of mental
culture such as baîf a century ago was
required of every man who aspired to
scholarly distinction..- The cant pbraseb
and wvords more expressive than ele-
gant, wbicb distigure much of the con-
versation of mixed social gatherxngs,
doubtless have their origin in tbe sen
sational literature with which our land
is flooded, and in places of amuse-
ment, where each performer strives to
outdo the other in ridiculous and ab-
surd sayings, and the audience take-


