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wrap ourselves ln our warin, woollen cents, and donning our buffilo cuats,
fur caps, and gloves, we prepare for a drive into the country. The fat,
sleck horse, just fromn bis wvarin stable, harnesscd to the tasteful cuttcr,
well furnished with fisrry robes, is driven to the door, whcre lie stands,
arching his fair ncck, tossing bis head, jîngling bis belis, and pawing to
be off. We stop in, and off we are with a dashi. We pass out into one
of the main streets of the city, and ail is activity around us. Numerous
siciglis are gliding past us in ail directions; while busy pedestrians are
hurrying along, cronehing the snow be'neath their feet. 1'Which way do
you drive? Our route lies through a fine agricultural settiemeat; but
our jouTney will be extended, ere it ends, quite inte the Ilbush." Sec,
by turniiug this corner we clear the city, and after passing through this
scattercd suburb, we gain the country. Fortunately for us, we are
travelling South, for the first twvo or three hours, we have the sun te varm
our noses. We may well dispense with the nexious cigar, as we shall with
the strorig potations for 'which. it creates a thirst. lIow spotless the snow
that covers bothi field and ibest, and alniost buries bouse and hovel, and
inakes the fences a sort of Chinese wall around ec atm and field. lIts
whole surface sparkles like a pavement of dianionds, 'wbule the crystals
that depend from, every twig of these ornarnental ana shade trees far out-
rival every exhibition of art. IIow ornamental the icicles which. droop
from, tic eves of those eozy pent-houses, to fori tic front of se many of
the country hiomesteads. That ridge of highlands te the riglit of us,
assuming almost mountainous proportions in sonie parts of tic chain,
forins, a noble objeet for the eye te rest upon, wbile it breaks off the
noith-westerly wind, 'wich -we -would otierwise find vcry cutting. The
frozen surface of yonder placid river te our left, widening in sonie places
te the dimensions of a lake, fornis a pretty exainple of quiet beauty.
These undulations of the road give that agreeable diversity of giiding
movement, which constitute one of the peculiar eharnis of sleighi-riding
beside diversifying the scene.

"That was a kind receptioi we received from that piGus faniily with
wbom we stopped te, dînner." Yes, their's is a hearty bospitality; and
their tasteful and well-erowned table is an example of the abundance in
which our well-to-do Canadian farmners luxuriate. "lBut since #e came
ont, I perceive we have lest sight of the sun-the sky is quite overcast."
Yes, we shall have a faîl of snow before very long; yesterday and the day
before se very fine, were what the people eaui "wather-breeders." lIn-
deed, à- begins te, snow already. Sec, how noiseleqsly and! uniformly i-t
sifts down!1I lins been snewing faster the last haif heur. The flakes
are getting mucli larger. They are assnmin tic appearance of round,
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