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tho eros'. of' knighthood at the breast, to fill the yawning chusin ini the' hearts
of men, once timese thillgs %yorc won ? Vt'rily, flic very ntvker'y of'eidnd
wlîieh oharin but in tintieciitiuii.

To fill the void, t1w prize somîglit for mnust olude the grasp ; it inust be one
continued struggile to aelineve. and onoe. e-utinued disappoKintiieiit ; but under
that disapploinititwzat flie, spirirt fiiîts miot, iicithier duces flii-ec Hope ccn.'e
«to sprhugr triuInj)lit in the Ina~t"l that strmggle tlic naind bcomes

enlargetl, anid its ecapabilities to ac1110v1 inerezîlse, as flic object to ho attailned
fades dintly in the distunce, and boorns more diffieuit to attain. This is the
scareli for thweg,-~rde perfeoiom of itllct,-for flic niagie word atid
sign whieh %vili cause the re% elation of ail liidden tig

But lmow-vaiti would have hbeen fuis tzearelm-lioîv beastly th le onditicn of
man, had he not disecovered a incthod te record and counmunieute his tlaoughts. t
and tratismlit, thorax to postcrity !-so that the ideias spritiging orth front fthe
human nind, and once horn in the world of intellect, should die no maore-but
animate other mainds, when ifs .originators Lad ced to thinlk lbrever.0

Mhat, then, do we flot owe to the Art of Writing ? WVith thait discovery
the mind of mnan was RE-CRE;.TED; and that hour whoin the grand idea burst
upon the giant soul of tho firat inventor is iauperishable, while the ages o? old I
time are notei hy human ken. The hour bef'ore its invention, mnan 's voice,
exerted to its miost extrente pitch, could ho heard but l'y a few thoîasands, and
that but for an hour or two, wlien it nu-st beconte silent front exhamustion. Tire
hour after that invention, and nian could impress his ixnnmratrial thougrht in 11
living and in)purislialo charaeters on material niatter, givimg to it a tonmul
and a mimd whîich would spoak fe~r hini and bc hoard in everýy homie and haiet
of an empire, and Lho re-ceboed to postority far down the tide of tilue, ove»l
when the mind which gavc il. birth had returnied to its Mu-ker.

The day bef'ore this invention, the spirit of' one country wûs estranged front
the spirit of ail other countries, and for a1mn'fst ill t ho purposes of intercourse,
the families of man mighf. ns il Jot have belonged to one race. The day
after-and wisdomt ras endowcd witlî the gif t o? a tireless tongue and spako,
thîo)ugh lier interpreters, to ai the tribes of the carth,-to al] the children of'
Adam. The day bofore its invention, and. nothing but a faint and fading
tradition of ail that had been spoken by the wiscst and best of mn, could bo
preserved by the over-burdenod memory. The day after-and thought became
imperishable; it sprang up in that hour to an earthly immortaiity; it seized ifs
new-found instruments of record aud commemoration, and, doserting the body
as it ank with its weak organs into the dust, it carved on its vory gravestone
_-4 Henceforth the mind of main shall live forever."

Till that moment the proud eloquence of the orator, and the calm wisdom o?
the sage, and the triumphant minstrel's song, diod in cchoes on the air, as the
words were uttered by the lips and were remtembered. no more. But in that


