
100 THE EDUCATIONAL «RECORD.

growiing p)art. There the sap is flowiiig. Lt is busy
mnkiing a n ew riing of? wood and a ilcw liiui for the bark.

The tree needs its bark l'or protection. The fresh. niew
wood cou'd niot live unider the suil's heat iii suminer. It
xvould be killed in winter without the protection of the
rougrh bark. The birch. tree grave Hiawatha its l)ark for his
canoe. An oak oU a warm. land gives us a part of its barkz
every year-it is corkz. A Il hark lias wýhat we cali a corky
part. The Iiiuîgi of the barkz is of loiig string, threads or
fibres. These are used for miakçiing rope and some sorts of
cloth. Do yon know what liinen is'

The beauitifu.l wood whichi makes the uisoftl thingr i our
house was once the heart of a tree. Perhaps it was a tree
in a far countrv. A wood-carver knows ail kinds ofwvoods.

Whi]e we are waitig for- the buds to openi, the brownl
twigs ean tell us a story. Do you kiow whiat it is ? Look
at the diflbrent shades of colour in the twigr. The tips of the
twig may be more glossy than the lower part. You may
finid joints iii the twigr. Those joints xviii tell yoixhow rnanv
years the littie twig lias been growing. The spaces beÎ-
tween the joints show hoiv inucl sun and rain the tree has
had in ail the years.-Clara J. MNitchell in LideiligSence.

-AN article on IlPrim ary Reading and Spelling," by
Mis. Mar'tha Lanle, recently appeared in the EBducadional
N ews. As it contains hints which may prove of service to
maily of our teachers, we reproduce it here at lengrth.

Every primary teacher who feels the inadequacy of the
readers fuirnished for the use of litfle chidreil must appre-
ciate the difficulty of bridging over the gap between the
primer and even the simplest grood literature. The child
must have -a smail vocabulary ;he minst undergro a certain
amount of IlThe fat cat sits on the mat;" but ali good teach-
ors agrree that this kind of reading matter is with difficulty
exchangred for the folk-stories and fa~bles it is so well, that
our children should read.

My own plan may appeal to some one, and so 1 g-ive it
at some lengçth. As soon as my class has gained a vocab-
ulary of fifty w--ords reco. g'izab]e- ini script or type ini aiiv
combination, 1 choose a simple fable or story and write iet
for themin those words which are most familiar to them.
The new words 1 use in separate sentences l'or class work
ou the blackboard ntil their script formu is known. Then
I print, them wvith my small printiingc press on strips of card,
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