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.At the time of the Nativity the worId ivas buried in idolatry,
and quite naturally the first Christians, in their joy, associated
many heatiien eustoms wvith their great feast. They retained those
embleis of gladness that were so prevalent in the fcasts of their
forefathers. The -vine 'was looked on by the ancients as a symbol
of good fortune. a.nd tlîcy liad a special feast ini its hionour-the
vintage feast. The hoily, ivith its profusion of bernies, and the
inistletoe camne in for special veneration, the reason for which we
know flot. And even today, -wien the wonld sueers at the super-
stitious ideas of former days, inany of those practices, the purest
and niost soul-touching of our heatlien ancestors, are to be found
iii the Christinas eclebrations of ail trecds, elasses and nations.

The religlous services about titis season are cxtremeily tender
and inspiring. The beautiful storýy of the origin of our faith and
the seexies that aeconmpanied its announceinent reeeive the grreatest
attention. Is there anythiug grander or more cdifying; tixau the
nuidnighlt miass? And as ]Rome is the centre of Clinistendom, it is
lucre, also, ini the greatest edifice attributed to the genius of inan.
that the nxost elevating spectacle is to be ixed. The athrist lives iii
the eternal city ail tue year round, inocking, siaudeniiig and
belieing thue word of God, but when the lofty chiîne begins to toi]
on Christmnaq niorning lie, too, wiith the long concourse of pious
-%orshiippersq, wends his way to the inajestie St. Peter's, and assists
in tie greatcst act of ai], whether led thither by curiosity or by tlic
runiblings of a dissatisfied conscience.

Ever:y country whiere the standard of Christ lias founid its way
rias its countless iegends of Christniastide, but time and interna-
tional intercourse lias so intcrnîinglcd theni that it is liard to trace
thein to the one froui which they first caxanateci. Tlîus we find tue
Yuic-log, the niaterial for the great Christmas fire, in voguie in mnost-
IV ail, aithoxîr' it is pretty sure the enstoi originated anion" he
Saxons and otiier nortlicrn nations. who used it in ilheir féasts as
a miark of respect to one of thecir gods. Ghiost storivs have been
prevalent in all pliaces aud at ail times, and, indeed, Christmas
would be iiîeonpli*te *ithout thuwn. At no other period of the
year is suci vent given to those tales of tlie truc blood-eurdling type
tumaI not ûnly bceset the feelings of Uic youngor generation, but
cause a sensation in the xninds of the older. In Irclaud and Scot-
land prevails the usage of a Christmxas candie, wichel is burned all


