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SHEBP AND SWINE.

FEEDING AND CARE OF smzm

More attention is now paid to tho raising of
choice breeds of swino than ever before in this
country. Our farmors have only of late years
thought it worth while (o raiso pure bred swine,
imstoad of intermixing the good aud bad; and
tho resnlt is better pork, and porhaps larger pro-
fits. But thero a0 many who, while very oareful
in selooting gocu animals for breeding purposgs
aro very lax in taking proper csre of them, nnd
the rosul is, ag wo nll know, an inoronse of dis-
cages among swise.  While tho comwmon sorub or
half wild ammuls, allowed to roam at will the
greater part of their lives, usually csonpe the vari-
ous swine diseasos, the petted pure bred and
highly fed are often seriously afllioted with fovers
and various intestinal parasites. We do mnot
believe, however, that pure bred animals aro
naturally any more subjeot to disease than the
scrubs or mixed races; but in consequence of
beiug placed undor artiticial conditions they often
become weakencd and unable to resist enomies
which appear undor tho form of disoases.
Duprived of full liberty, the animals take bud
littlo exercise, aud while they may incresse in
bulk, they will still be becoming weaker every day,
until disease steps in and takes off what the owner
considors very healthy animals. Another causo
of weakness and disenso is the almost exclusive
feeding of Indian corn, a grain which farmers tell
usis the best and most nataral food for swine.
We admit that corn is an excellent food for swine,
especially for tho closing waecks of their lives, for
it makes a pure, sweet pork; but it is not the
best food for the young and growing animal, and
while (it may Lo employed sparingly for pigs
and shoats, it should never be tho only food, nor
should it constitute the bulk of the food given.
Where corn can be raised cheaply, as in the
western States, it is handy food, and many
farmers employ it more on that account than any
other.

During the spring and summer months the
farmer usnally has all he can attend to in putting
in his orops and harvesting them ; and if the hogs
are fed regularly, it is with the handiest kind of
food, without much regard to the actual wants of
the animal, all thoughts of proper diet being put
off until some Iater day. The sceds of disease,
are often sown among the swine during a fow days
of negleot, while an actual outbreak of discase,
followed by the death of the animal, may not
ocour uniil months afterward. Swiune require a
variety of food, and whilo young and growing
muet have grass, clover, and similar substances
in abundance. Ifcornisto be fed at all, it should
be made soft by sqaking a fow hours, and then be
mixed with slops from the house or milk, and. in
addition, hogs should always have access to pure
" water—not that to be found in their wallowing
places, but that which is pure and wholesome.
Swine should always Us kept out at pasture dur-
ing the summer, and never shat up in small pens
during hot weather. Shelter should, of course be
provided, where the animals can rest in the shads,
but close quarters are unbealthy for swine, as well
as other animals,

It i not necossary, nor is it advisable, to keep
hogs very fs* during warm weather. They should
have just epongh food to keep them growing
rapidly and healthily, and no more; and if kept
in thiy condition they w1 go into the fattoning
pen in the fall with sonnd teeth, good appetites,
and healthy digestive organs. All kinds of in-
feriorsand broken geain, such es barley, rye, and
wheaty~may bb fed with beaefit to growiug hogs,
and toward fall tho quantity msy be inoreased
with the addilior of peas and various kiuds of

roots. Wo have known many good farmers who
uover think of feeding. a pound of corn to their
hogs until the olose of the soason, or & month or
two before killing. Bran, shorts, sonked pess,
and similar food nre used instead, and tho corn
is given only to put on a littlo oxtra weight and
give firmness and solidity to the pork. Our
Enstern farmers can mako pork cheaper on other
kinds of food than corn, and we will venture to
say it is as good &n artiole, and the animals are
less linble to disnaso than when the pork is pro-
duced oxolusively from ocorn, as is dono in many
of the wostern States. ,

In keeping ovor store liogs or pigs, as thoy are
usually called, the greon, fibrous food should not
bo withheld, even in wintor, and if nothing botter
oan be had, bay, especially clover hay, should be
out up fine, soaked in hot water, and then added
to the other kinds of food. Experimonts in feed.
ing have shown’that a gain of from twenty to thirty
per cont. may bo obtained by morely adding
steamod clover hay to the usual feed of corn or
corn meal. If the farmoer has a stook of roots,
theso may be out up and mixed i.* instead of hay,
but green food of some kind is neceseery to keep
tho hogs in good health.

Brood sows shounld be in good oondition, but
never very fat. While suckling their young they
should receive food that will increase the flow of
milk, such as wheat bran, shorts, cooked barloy,
or wheat, with plenty of pure water in a trough
by itself. Corn at such times is too heating ; but
a little corn meal may be added to the bran or
othor food when the pigs aroa week or two old.
Shelter from storm, pure water, clean yards, and
a variety of good and easily digested food are the
principal requisites in successful swine husbandry.

IMPROVING COMMON SHEEP.

In a country, feeding for various purposes, forty-
five millions of sheep, 1mprovement must start
from the common steck ; yet & small improve-
ment on such & vast number, ifit could be ap-
plied at once, would amount to a greas sum. The
best common sheep that can be had in any given
locality, must form the basis for improvement.
They must be the stocks op which to graft the
blood of impreved males, when that can be
found. In the older States, this improved blood
oan be had by all who are now advanced enough
in breeding to desire it. But if, even in these
States, where the improved blood first came, every-
flock-owner should at once desire a better blooded
ram, prices would, at one bound, mount beyond
reaclt, Tt may safely be said that improved blood
increases as fast as the educated desire of floock-
owners to use it. Bub this education in the
principles of breeding and feeding is likely to in-
orease more in the next ten years than in the last
fifty, and all the blood of the improved breeds
mey be expeoted to be in brisk demand.—Rural
Record, .

A WORD FOR MUTTON.

The mutton of a well-fed sheep of every breed,

from the Downsand Shiresdown to thelittle-woolled
Saxony, is palatablo and healthfal. None of the
objections urged' sgainst the use of pork can be
brought sgainst that of mutton. It never has
been known fo impart sorofuls, trichine, or tape-

worms to its consnmers. The shosp doos noy
thrive in the mire, nor does it consume garbage
or vermin, or decaying moats or vegetables. It
does not wallow in the trough it feeds from; but
it is a dsinty and a caveful feeder, and as cleanly
a8-needs be in its habits. ‘Mutton is more easily
708 cheaply produced than ‘beof, is just «s nutyi-
tious, snd finy be scrved in as great & Variety of

forms. As o stesdy food it i far saperior o

poultry, and costs no moro. We mean good, fat,
juley mutton, not that from tho' half-starved,
scabby, or loot-ordered specimons that lave out-
lived their broeding agoe and béen shorn of fleceses
enough to furnish shoddy blankets for a tribe of
Indinvs. Pédople in cities seldom know how really
good mutton tastes, nud the remark way also
apply to most familics upon the farm. Tho latter
too often fuil to try ik Weo know of many well-
to-do farmers, taen who have well-stocked farms,
who do not slaughter & sheop during a twolve-
month, yet who kill & pig every month in tho
summer season, and in the fall « put down * pork
cenough to Inst overy other month during the year.
This is & nation of moat-eators, but it sonfines
itaolf too oxelusively to pork and beef. It is better
to sandwich in a littlo moro mutton. A fow shoep
for family consumption, ovon when they aro not
kopt for salo or for wool, will be found a most
oxcellont invostmont on all farms.— Thoroughbred
Stack Journal,

SQUASHES FOR HOGS.

A Now York farmer has found that an acre of
the Hubbard squash will fatten more hogs than
suy corn which could be raised on the same
ground, and tho squashes will keop through
winter. Ho plants twenty feot apart cach way,
which is thick onough, and little cultivation is re.
quired. The crop is enaily gathered, no digging
being required. The plants are mmpant growers,
snd are out of the way of the bugs in a week,
egrly in thoe season. The sqnashes are cracked
and passed through & rpot qutiter, and the seeds
are sold to dealers in Boston. From six to eight
tons have been obtained from an acre, estimated
by tho waggon load. Where hie could sell only a
part he fed his cows with the rest-and sold the
geeds, and found this mpre profitable than to sell
the squashes.in market.—Couniry G’mtleman

THE SHEEP SC;A B.

Soab in sheep is one of the most troublesome
disbases with which the shepherd has to contend.
The cause of the disease is a minute insect, Acaris
scabici, which burrows under the epidermis, pro-
duoing irritation of the skin. Small watery blis-
ters soon form, which finally becomes dry and
enorusted, formmg the soab proper. These being
produced in various parts of the body, causes the
wool to become matted, and the sheep, to relieve
the itehing and irritation, run against fences,
posts, eto., and tear their wool into shreds, giving
them a wretched apposrance. The disease is
rapidly spread in & flock where healthy sheep
come in contact with theso fences, posts, etc., for
the eggs of the mite, or the mife itself, may bo
readily transferred from the sheep do the ferce
and from the fence to sheep again. Hence it will
hardly be necessary to caulion against allowxng
healthy sheep to be in the same pen or field with
sgabby ones. The only method of ridding the
disoased sheep of the soab is to dip them into a
liquid which will penctrate and softon the scabby
portions, and even then it is often necessary to
rab these places with something rough, to open
the soabs, and let the liquid take effect. A sheep
dip made of ope ounce of gulphur and four of to-
bacco to a gallon of water, has been found very
offective. In the water, Which should.be at the
boiling poinf, stoep tobacco stems or leaves, and
add the swphur later; then allow the liguid to
ovol down, when the sheep may be immersed.

Tan question of silk culture in Tennessce is
raceiving considerable httention throughout the
Sfate at present. Commisgioner MoVWhirjer has
distributed 100,000 silk worm oggs gratmtonély
throiigh the' State, and numberd of porsons’are
becoing interosted in the Business.



