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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF THE
LATE REV. WILLIAM
REID, D.D.

BY PROFESSOR GREGG.

Dr. Keid was born 1o Kiddrammue, Abes.
deenshire, Scotiand, on the 1aih December,
1810, aud died in Toronto oo the iyth Jan-
uary of the present year in the suth year os
his age. He was the youogest sonn a large
family. His father died while he was yet a
child ; but #t was his privilege duning his
boyhood years to epjoy the training 1n the
ways of religion of his pious wmdowed
mother. At the early age of thineen he
pecame a studeat in Kung's College, Aber-
deen, and when oniy seventeea obtaned the
degree of A.M. After one or two years
spent by him as a tutor, he entered upon
and completed his Theoiogical course, also
n Aberdeen. During the whole of his
college career, he was a very diligent and
successful student. He was distinguished
by exact and extensive knowledge of Heb-
rew, Greek and Latin, while in Theology he
was thoroughly grounded o the articles of
faith exhibited tn the Westminster Confession
and catechisms.

While he was a student in Aberdeen,
there were carried on in Scotland great coo-
troversies, 1n which he mast have waken a
deep wterest. There was the famous vol-
untary controversy segarding the relations
between Church and State in which the
Established Church was assailed by those
who deemed n sioful on the part of the
Church to receive pecusiary aia from the
State. Then there were vehement contro-
versies within the Established Church,
koown as the Noa-lnitusion and Asti-Fat.
ronage controversies, which resuited in the
Disruption of 1843. 1o these latter contro-
versies Dr. Reid doubtless felt a spectal
1nterest for his native county, Aberdeen
was, In a manner, & storm centre o these
stirnng times. There, 1n the Presbytery ot
strathbogie, was the parish of Marmoch, in
which had been commeaced those proceed-
10gs which terminated in the forced settle-
ment of a minister in defiance of the pro-
test of almost the entire congregatlon. Thus,
along with other forced settlements, served
to illustrate the evils of the System of Pat.
ropage which had been Imposed on the
Church by the British Parliameat in viola:
tion of the terms of uoion between Epgland
and Scotland.

Ia the midst of all these controversies the
Rev. Alex, Duff, D.D., who had been sent
by the Established Church as its first mis-
sionary to India, returned to Scotland, and
by his burning eloquence in the supreme
and subordinate courts of the Church, and
by addresses throughout the length and
breadth of the land, aroused to an unprece
deated degree a feeling of interest o the
cause of Foreign Missions. Theological
stadents were fred with a new enthasiasm.
Among others Dr. Reld was laspired with a
strong desire to devote his life to missionary
work In some foreign field. He was willing
10 go wherever he was sent by the Chasdh.
At this time there was in existence a mis-
sionary society, known as the Glasgow Mis
siopary Society, organized in id.y, under the
patronage of the Eail of Dalhousie, Gover
por-General of Biritish 2orth America, of
which Saciety Dr. Robert Turns, minister
Ia Paisley, and afterwards minister of Kacx
Church and Professor in Krox College,
Torozto, was the most active and energetic
secretary  This Society consisted of minis
ers and members of the Church of Scotland
»0d its main design was to send mission
a-les of that Church to the North American
cclonies. From thils Society Dr  Reid re
crived an oppointment as 3 missionary to
Canada, thep consisting of ooly the two
Provinces now knowo as Ootario and Qu-
bec. He was speclally appointed to labour
in the copgregation ot Graftoa and Col

borne,
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Having been licensed as a preacher of
tbe Gospal, in May, 1839, Dr. Reld left
Scotland and arrived in Canada in Septem
ber of the same year. He was then strong,
vigorous and active, with great capacity for
work ; his eye beaming with intelligeuce,
bis heart burnlng with love to souls and
loyalty to Obrist. Previous to his atrival
eftorts had been made by the T'resbyterlan
Synod ia consection with the Church of
Scotiand, which had been organlzed In 1831,
to secure a professor of Theology In King's
College, Toronto, but, in conseq.ence of
Prelatic influences, these efforts proved un
availing  The Synod therefore resoived to
establish a college similar to the colleges
in Scotland. A meeting of members and
adherents of the Church was held for this
purpose in K'ngston, on the 18th December,
1235 Io this meeting, among others who
took part, were Mr. John Mowat, father of
Professor Mowat and of Sir Oliver Mowat,
Premier of Ontarlo, and Mr, John A. Mac-
Donald afterwards Slr Joha A. MacDonald,
Premler of the Dominion. Dr. Reid also
took part In this meeting and this was the
beginn'ng cf bis Canadlan college work, his
Interest in which pever flagged thioughoat
his long and laborous life.

Oa the 30'h January 1840, D1. Reld was
ordained minister of tbe congregation of
Grafton and Colborue, in the Presbytery of
Kingstop, which was one of the six Presby-
teries of the Synod of the Presbyterlan
Church of Canada in connection with the
Church of Scotland. The year in which he
was ordained is memorable as that ip which
a unlon was eftected between the Charch of
Scotland Synod, and another Synod, the
United Synod of Upper Canada, which had
been originally organi:ed in 1818 as the
Presbytery of the Canadas, and the most of
whose ministers had come from the Seces-
sion Chuarches of Scotland and Ireland.
There were at this time the names of éu
ministers on the roll of the Church of Scot-
land Synod, and on the roll of the United
Synod the names of 17 ministers, Of all
these ministers, so far as known to the
writer, not one now survives. The last two
who died were the Rev. Thomas Alesander,
in the ;,'st, and Dr. Reid in the Soth year of
his age. Mr Alexander toock partio Dr
Reid's ordination ic 1840 and was tBen
miovlster of Cobourg He died at Mount
Pleasant, near Brantford, last December

The year in which Dr. Reid was ordaip
ed is further memorable as that inp which a
final sattlement, as was supposed, was arriv
ed at of the controversy respecting the
Clergy Reserves, which had been carried on
for many years, and with great earnestness,
between the Church of Eagland, headed by
Bishcp Sirachan, and the Church of Scot-
land under the leadership of the Hon.
William Morris. The Cburch of Eogland
Ciergy claimed to be the Protestant Clergy
to whom belonged the Clergy Re-
serves. The Church fo Scotland claimed to
have an ¢ 1al right to them. It was enact
ed that the Eoglish Church should have two.
thirds and the Scotch Church one-third of
the proceeds. But the settlement did not
prove to be final , in spite of the protests of
both the English and Scotch Churches, the
Clergy reserves were secularized in 1854

While minister of the congregation of
Grafton aad Colboroe Dr. Reid extended
h's labors to severa! ueighboring stations
He usually travelled ;: miles and preached
thiee times each Sabbaih, and, moreover,
did mack ‘abotious mission work during
week days. o the year 1849, he was trans-
lated from Grafton and Colborne to the con
gregation of Picton, in which he minlstered
ti1 i853 Io both congregations his mlais-
try is still affectionately remembered as that
of a faithfu! and effective preacher of the
Gospel who, exemplified, in his walk and
couversation, the sanclifying power of the
doctrines he taught. In the year previous to
that of bis translation to Picton, he was
agited In marrlage to Miss M, A. Hanlet
S.reet, who all through the remainder of his
life was atrue belp mate, sharlog in his joys
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and sorrows and, as far as possible, assisting
him in all Christian work.

Durlng the thirteen years of Dr. Reid’s
pastorate other events of great importance
besides these mentloned were occurring in
the Presbyterian Synod to which he belong-
ed. Chief among these was the disruption
of the Synod. Reference has already been
made to the non-intrusion andanti patronage
controversies which led to the disruptioun of
the Established Church of Scotland in 1843
Tno these controversies the Presbyter’ans of
Canada took a deep Interest; they very
generally sympathized with those who strug-
gled for the spiritval independance of the
Church, and who became organized as the
Freo Protesting Church . f Scotland. Whean
tidings of the disruption in Scotland were
brought across the Atlantic thera was great
excitement in Canada, and when the Church
of Scotland Synod met in July, 1844, there
were keen discussions as to the relations to
be sustained to the Free and Established
Churches. Six'y eight ministers resolved to
retaln their connection with the Established
Ohurch, as in former years. Twenty three
resolved to organ'ze an independent Synod,
assuming the name of the Synod of the Pres-
byterian Chburch of Canada, but usually
knowo as the Free Ohurch because of its
sympathy with the Free Ohurch of Scotland.
Dr. Reid felt it to be his duty to cast in his
lot with the Free Church. It was with heart.
felt sorrow that he and others parted from
brethren for whom personally they felt sin
cere affection. On the other hand, there
was deep regret on the part of those from
whom they separated. This was pathetic.
ally expressed o the draft seply 1o the pro.
test of the seceders. * Our brethren,” they
sald, ‘“have gone out froc. us. The parting
has been sad, heart rendingly sad. With
many of them we have taken sweet couasel.
We have labored together, prayed together,
and we have ea'en of the same bread and
drunk from the same cup at the sacred
table. Bat now they have separated from
us. We may still speak of each otheras
brethren, but alas ! the name has not the
meaning it once had.”

Atier the distapuon, Qaesn's Coliege, in
the establishment of which Dir. Reid bad
taken part in 183y, and waich was opzned
for the reception of students in 1842, re-
mained in possession of the Church of
Scotland Synoa. The Free Church then
took steps to establish in Toronto what is
now koown as Kaox College, which was
opeaed for the reception of students on
Nov. 1844, and inthe whole history of
which D« Reld took aa active and inflacan-
tial part.

The Rev. William Rintaul, who was
clerk ofthe Free Charch Synod, resigned
this office, and died in 185i. Dr. Reid,
along with Mr. Joho Burms, was appointed
to succeed him, but Mr. Baras died in 185
and Dr. Reid then became sole Synod clerk.
For the datles of this office he was peculiaz-
ly well fitted by his koowledge of Church
law, by bis sound jodgment, accurate habuts,
and otbanity of manser. Mr. Barns had
been not oniy joint clerk of the Synod but
also Generai Agent of the Charch and
editor of the Misswnary Record. {Dr. Reid
was appolnted his successor ia both offices.
Fou the agency, he bad no previous special
trainiog in business mattess. Bat it was
soon found and became more fully. manifest
as years advaneed, and the duties of the
office grew beavler and more complicated,
that he was possessed of abilities qualifying
him to take a high place as a merchastor a
banker. For the office of editor he was also
singulatiy well qualified by his wide and ac-
curate knowledge, by his iterary taste and
skill, and by his souad judgment. He koew
well not only what to publish, bat aiso, what
he ought aot to publsh. Both these quali-
fications, which are essenilal to good
authorship or editorship, he possessed ina
measure very stldom found. In consequence
of his acceptance of the offices of editor and
agent it became necessary that he shounld
resign his pastoral charge which he accord-
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ingly did In 1853. He then romoved to To.
ronto where he resided till his death. 2

From the tine of his entering upon his kx
new work as agent and editor, the biograpby £
of Dr. Reid is, to a large extent, the historyf;
of Presbyterlanism {n Canada. But onlyaf:
few particulars cay now be glven. After [¥
lengthened negotiations a unlon was effect. E

and the United Presbyterian Synod m)’
Canada. The latter Synod was orgmaily b
organized in 1834 as the Mission Presbytery [«
of the Canadas In connection with the £
United Secession Church in Scotlaad. The §x
Uanited Church assumed the pame of ihe
Canada Presbyterian Charch. Wuh Ly, E
Reld was now assoclated as joint clerk o I
Synod, Dt. Willlam Fraser, who bad been %
clerk of the United Presbyterian Synod and
#who Jike D1, Reid was disunguished by those f;
high qualities which Stted him for the duties |5
of his office. As the resalt of the uaion the fy
colleges, missionary and other schemes o i
the two churches were amalgamated. Tae §5
Duwinity Eall of the one Syned was united §-
with Koox College of the other. In adan k.
tion to the missions formerly begun, oew [
misslonary operations were commenced aca f;
carrled on with increasing vigour, Two new [,
colleges were established, one in Montrea, J
ang another in Winunipeg., For all the col- §
leges new baildings were erected and ea- g4
dowments secured. It is easy to under B
derstand how, in coooection with these aua §5
other matters, the daties and responsibu. fz
tles of Dr. Reld, who retained the offices of 5
editor and agent, became mare and more kg
weighty and oppressive.
In the year 1875 was consummated the i
general Union of almost all the Presbyter E
lans in the Dominlon of Canada. At this
time there were four leading branches of ihe
Presbyterian  Chuich in the Domunion, g2
There were two In the Eastern Provinces |&
the Synod of the Lower Froviaces constitut-
ed by the Unlon in 1865 and 1866 of wha
might be called the Free and United Pres- &
byterian churches, and the Synod of the
Maritime Provinces consthuted in 1854 by
the Union ofthe two churches in Nova Suutia §
and New Bruoswick in conntiuon with the
Church of Scoiland. In the Western Pro-
vinces were the Charch of Scotland Synod
and the Caoada Presbyterlan Assem.
bly. The Supreme Courts of these four
branches of the Presbyterian family were
united under the pame of the Generai
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (o
Canada. Of this Assembliy, 1 addition to
Drs, Fraser and Reid, the much beloved,
and accomplished FProfessor Macerras, ot
Queen’s College, was appointed joint clerk,
Of the Eastern Secuion of the Chuich, D1,
P. McGregor was appointed general agent,
whlile the agency of the Westzrn Section was [
continued io the haods ot Dr. Reid, When £
the general anion was effected, there were,
in addition to the colleges i Montrea),
Toronto and Wianipeg already mentioned
the college of the Synod of the Lower Pro.
vinces in Halifax asd two colieges of the
Chasch of Scotland—Monn Coliege in Qae-
bec, and Queen’s Coilege in  Kingston.
Home and Forelgn missionary operations
wete aow as fat as possible amalgamated
and were carried on. In all departments re-
markapie progress was made. Within a
petlod of sixteen years the number of vom-
munjcants was doubied, extia congrega
tlonal contribut.ons werse trebled ; and coa-
tributions for all purposes rose from peany
oae million 10 upwards of two muiuon dos-
lars. May it not be inlerred from these ex-
ternal marks of progress that there has beea
a concurrent deepening of spisitaal life ¢
Dusieg the years which have eiapsed
since the Unionof 18; s Di. Red’s cares and
anaieties were greatly multiphied, and were
felt pressiog upon him more heawily, as
old age and its infirmities were coming upon
bim, but still his mental vigour remained
unabated, and his spaitdal life animpaired.
It was troly sald of him, inconnection with
the services at his funeral, by Professor
McLaren, that what scemed to be sacular 8



